
THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT 

 

¢ƘŜƛǊ CƛǊǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ Ψ{ǘƻǊȅΩ ς September 1915 

 

¢ƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎƎŜǊΩ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ 

 

- The Tsar supersedes the Grand Duke Nicholas in supreme command of the Russian Armies with 

General Alexeiev as Chief of Staff. 

- United States Government request recall of Austro-Hungarian Ambassador. 
- Bulgarian Government order mobilisation. 
- Greek Premier (M. Venizelos) asks for guarantee of 150,000 British and French troops as 
condition for Greek intervention. French and British Governments inform Greek Government that 
they are prepared to send troops requested. Greek Government formally refuse French and 
.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ΨofferΩΦ 
- Ψ5ŜŘŜ !ƎŀǘŎƘ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩ concluded between Turkey and Bulgaria rectifying Turkish frontier in 
favour of Bulgaria. 
- Greek Government order precautionary mobilisation. 
- Serbian Government give undertaking to Greek Government to cede Doiran and Gevgeli 
eventually to Greece, and not to claim Strumitsa. 
- Viscount Ishii succeeds Marquis Okuma as Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

- Greek Premier (M. Venizelos) obtains secret consent of King Constantine to proposed Entente 
expedition to Salonika.  
- British and Russian Governments agree to request of Persian Government for a monthly 
subvention. 
- German Government inform United States Government that United States demands for 
limitation of submarine activity are accepted. 
  

The Home Front 
 

- Gen Sir J Wolfe Murray, Chief of the Imperial General Staff resigns; Lt-Gen Sir A. J. Murray 
appointed. 

- Lord Derby assumes control of recruiting in Great Britain. 
 
The Western Front  
 

 - Allied Autumn Offensive begins: 

  Battle of Loos begins   

  Third Battle of Artois begins   

  Second Battle of Champagne begins  

 
 
 



Other Fronts  
 
EASTERN FRONT 
 

- Great Austro-German Offensive continues. 
  Grodno captured by German forces 
  Russian counter-offensive in Galicia. Battle of Tarnopol begins  
  Battle of Dvinsk begins  
  Pinsk taken by German forces.  
  Vilna taken by German forces (see 9th). 

 

INDIA 
 

- Action of Hafiz Kor (North-West Frontier). 
 

CAUCASUS FRONT 
 

 - The Grand Duke Nicholas appointed Viceroy of the Caucasus.  
 

PERSIA 

 

 - Bushire (South Persia) again attacked by tribesmen 

 

WEST AFRICA 

 

- Second Allied Attack on Mora (Cameroons) 

 

MESOPOTAMIAN FRONT 

 

Battle of Kut,  

 

MEDITERRANEAN 

 
 - Ruad Island, off Syrian coast, occupied by French forces. 

 

 ADRIATIC  

 
- Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎƘƛǇ ΨBenedetto BrinΩ destroyed by internal explosion in harbour at Brindisi. 

 
 



At Sea 

 

Merchant Shipping 

 

British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month - 
72 ships of 151,000 tons gross 

 

¢ƘŜ ΨIŜǊŜŦƻǊŘǎΩ 

 

Hereford  

 

The population of Herefordshire remain hungry for information about the Battalion at Suvla Bay. Letters 

are being received, but may be up to 4 weeks old, casualties have returned to England and have been 

ΨƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΦ wǳƳƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǊƛŦŜΣ 

optimism high and many reports are incomplete and further confuse the position. 

 

Captain Capel returned to Hereford after a 2 week stay in a private hospital in London; it was reported he 

was almost fully recovered and had been granted 2 months leave. He praised the Herefords for their work 

ς the men were splendid ς but his account was almost 4 weeks old! 

 

The local newspapers printed regular accounts of soldiers and their exploits: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 



 

 
 
 
 
2111 Pte Alfred Lewis ASHURST, of Westfaling 
Street was evacuated from Suvla Bay with 
dysentery to England and died on 10 September ς 
he was buried after a military funeral at Kensall 
Green London, near the hospital he died in. 
 

 



 
 

 

 



The Depot functions continued: 

 

Enlistments: 

 

3926 Pte John POWELL 

238288 Pte Jack MILLER 

239528 Pte Jack LIVINGSTONE 

238230 Pte Sydney KNOTT of Leominster 

 

Discharges: 

 

 None 

 

On the 25 September 3479 Pte Henry Arthur EVERSHAM of the 2nd Battalion died and was buried in 

Hereford Cemetery. 

 

 

1st Battalion 

 

The optimism of the landing have disappeared; the initial assaults of August were not successful, troop 

numbers have been depleted by casualties and sickness. Supplies and support to the troops are not 

sufficient to support major assaults. The condition of the men is poor and getting worse due to: the heat, 

shortage of water, the monotonous and poor diet, the flies and generally insanitary conditions, in addition 

to the contant enemy threat are all taking a toll. 

 

Commanders lack of initiative and delays have adversely impacted operation and momentum has been 

lost, there seems little ability to regain this. 

 

Already the opposing sides were digging in and facing each other and stalemate was setting in, as it had 

on the Western Front and the Gallipoli Helles FǊƻƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻŦ у Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ ΨǘƘŜ 

ƭƛƴŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ п Řŀȅǎ ŀǘ ΨrestΩ. 

 

On the 29th September the Battalion was required to find 439 men for fatigue duties only 433 were 

available. 750 men had landed on 8 August, some 350 reinforcements had been received, thus some 650 

ƳŜƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎΩΦ 

 

The Herefords were occupying trenches close to where they had fought on the 9/10 August. 887 LSgt Jack 

Griffiths wrote in a letter to his parents ς I am writing this while in the trenches, so just excuse writing. I 

ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿŀǎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǊƴŜŘ ōŜŜŦ ǘƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ п Řŀȅǎ ΧΦΦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǊŜǎǘ ΧΦΦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƛǘ 

night and day. 

 



A resupply and rest area had been set up to the North of the Salt Lake, and much effort was being invested 

in preparing the quay area. Perversely while at rest the men were required to undertake fatique duties, 

often of a hard physical nature and many men prefeǊǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ΨǊŜǎǘΩΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ {ǳǾƭŀ 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ΨǊŜǎǘΩ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŀǘƘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΣ ƴƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ 

artillery fire, and rest and fatigue duties exposed individuals to these threats. 

 

 

 
Quay Area 
 
 
 
 
ΨwŜǎǘΩ !ǊŜŀǎ 
 
 
 
 
Area of Trenches 
occupied by Herefords 



 

Fatigue parties working at the Quay at Suvla Bay. 



 

A fatigue party hauling a water cart 

Whilst the Quay area was established many arrivals and departures from Suvla ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ΨƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜŀŎƘΩ ƻƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎǊŀŦǘ ǘȅǇŜ ōƻŀǘǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨōŜŜǘƭŜǎΩΤ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǊŀƳǇ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
embarking and disembarking. 

 

Ψ.ŜŜǘƭŜǎΩ ŀǘ {ǳǾƭŀ .ŀȅ 



 

A typical trench scene at Suvla Bay 

War Diary 

1 Sep Quiet day. At 7.30pm Turks opened up artillery fire on the 29 Div manning trenches at Kiretch 

¢ŜǇǇƛ ŀƴŘ WŜǇƘǎƻƴΩǎ tƻǎǘ мор¢DΦ IŜŀǾȅ ǊƛŦƭŜ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ŦƛǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ 

southern slopes of Karakoldagh to prevent arrival of reserves. Our men of war established a belt 

of fire behind the Turkish trenches for same purpose. Learnt next day that the Turks never left 

their trenches. Fire ceased about 9.00pm. Battalion stood to arms from 7.30pm to 8.00pm in front 

of our fire trenches. Lt F H Llewellyn, 2Lts Boulton and Wilson and 43 men joined Battalion from 

England about 11pm. 

2 Sep  Quiet day. Listening posts out at night. Much firing in direction of Chocolate Hill, 105L5-7. 

3 Sep  Quiet day. Men working improving trenches, cutting new communication trench etc, carrying 

parties for Res. Wiring party on; 5 RWF to our left, north flank fired very lights which did not help 

matters. 2Lt Dillow left for England to join 2nd Herefords. 

1-4 

Sep  

Men got into trench routine and kept trenches in a fair sanitary condition. Trench standing orders 

were issued. Rations were brought up nightly to Brigade dumps and drawn by battalions from 

there. Water supply fairly plentiful but sometime RE provided pump; very difficult to prevent 

pollution without all materials; galvanised sheets, timber, sandbags etc are very scarce. 

Commenced vacating trenches at 10pm being relieved by 160 Bde. 



5 Sep  Proceeded to B rest camp, 116P6-9, arriving about 2am; men very tired. Bivouac was not allocated 

before hand and much difficulty in finding out when Battalion could draw water. Camp very dusty 

and full of flies. The Battalion would rather be in the trenches. Shelled a bit during the day. Church 

service to Battalion at 7pm. 

6 Sep  Much the same as preceding day. A good deal of shrapnel. Holy Communion service for officers 

and men at 7pm by Revd Lloyd, Chaplain to the Brigade. Lt Pilkington to hospital sick. Routine 

appears to be 8 days in firing line, 4 days in so called rest camp. Large digging fatigues every night. 

Company officers went up to view trenches which are to be taken over by the Battalion in Sulajik. 

Battalion moved out of rest camp about 7.30 pm to relieve 4 Cheshires and part of 5 Welsh in 

trenches 105B3-6. The relief completed by midnight. 2Lt Ballinger left for England to join 

Monmouthshire Regt. 

8 Sep  Much rock in this area. A Battalion of RDF on our right, south flank, 6RWF on our left, 5RWF in 

reserve ordered to extend the line taking over 100 yards  from 6RWF. Our Battalion disposed with 

10 platoons in firing line and 6 in support; fire trench line 560-750 yards. Orders to effect that 

there should be one man to every 1 ½  yards of trench; traverses excluded. There was a great deal 

of work to be done in these trenches, scarcely any covering parts for support trenches. New 

communication trench required.  

9 Sep  Good trench routine established. Listening posts and patrols organised and every trench 

numbered etc. 

10 Sep  Work on trenches. Certain amount of sniping. 

11 Sep  Battalion commenced doing wiring on its own trenches; concertina wire interlocked with barbed 

wire. 

12 Sep  Carried on trench work, wiring; latter by night. 

13 Sep  As for 12th. Sgt H C Reeve unofficially reported as having been Gazetted as 2Lt. 

14 Sep  A good deal of shrapnel over trenches today. Day and night work carried out as usual. 

15 Sep  Rain in early morning; time to think of drainage scheme, but it must be taken in hand on broad 

lines for the whole of the front occupied by 9th Corps, otherwise no good. 

16 Sep  160 Bde relieved 158, relief for Herefords completed 11.30 am. Battalion moved out by 

companies to old Rest Camp B. 

17 Sep  Quiet day. Water arrangements better, use of 2 water carts to draw water from wells. Mr Reeve 

went to hospital this day sick. 

18 Sep  As per 17th. 



19 Sep  Holy Communion for men at 6pm. 2Lts Poulson and Challis arrived from 2/1st Herefords to join 

1/1st. 2Lt Russell appointed acting staff captain to 158 Bde. 

20 Sep  As per 17th. 

21 Sep  Moved to new rest camp at 116O5 at 7.30pm. 

22 Sep  Improving cover in new rest camp. About 30 HE and shrapnel shells, but no casualties. Battalion 

finding over 400 officers and men for fatigues. 

23-24 

Sep  
Sun shining. No casualties. Lt Lloyd to hospital sick. 

25 Sep  Move to reserve camp at Karakoldagh 116D9 at 6.30pm. Cold night. Water arrangements 1 gallon 

per man for all purposes. Water fetched from A Beach. Water receptacles scarce. 

26 Sep  Sunday. Usual heavy fatigues. 

27 Sep  Good news from France. Gun and rifle fire all along the line at night. 

28 Sep  Sirrocco winds. COs of Battalions went to view RV positions in case Battalions were moved up to 

support firing line. 

29 Sep  Fatigues ordered to furnish 439 men; only 433 available. 

30 Sep  Fatigues as before. One man killed [3102 Hodnett??] and one man wounded by blasting 

operations by East Yorks Pioneer Battalion. 

Sgt ColleyΩǎ 5ƛŀǊȅ 

1 Sep  Our details about 3 officers and 50 men arrived. It was in these trenches that I got my first letters, 

although there had been a mail previous to this one. 

4 Sep  At night 4/5 we moved down to A Beach. Here we had a decent rest and a bathe. It was here also 

that we had official notification of the death (through wounds) of my chum Stan Mason, who was 

wounded on 16 Aug. 

8 Sep  Returned to the trenches once more and again nothing of exceptional interest occurred. After a 

stay of 8 days we again returned to A Beach. Here we had our first pay, why we had money I do 

not know as there was absolutely nothing to spend it on. 

20 Sep  We went to another rest camp between West Beach and Kangaroo Beach. We hung out here for 

about 3 days and then removed our camp to the north side of Karokal Daga. It was rather heavy 

marching up this hill, but we arrived all right. Here my dugout was some what like a rabbit hole 

in appearance. I had to crawl on my hands and knees to get in. During the first few days we were 

all inoculated against Cholera. Cpl W E Lewis came to join me in the Orderly Room, as the work 



had grown greatly, much to my sorrow. We had a new Orderly Room made as my old one was 

only capable of holding one.  

tǘŜ 5ŀǾƛŜǎΩ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

 


