
THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT 

 

¢ƘŜƛǊ CƛǊǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ Ψ{ǘƻǊȅΩ ς August 1916  

 

¢ƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎƎŜǊΩ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ 

 
The Home Front 
 
 - Roger Casement executed for his part in Irish Easter Rising 

 
 
 
- 10 August saw the London première of 
The film The Battle of the Somme, giving 
audiences their first realistic impression of 
a modern battlefield. It is estimated that 20 
million Britons had seen the film during the 
first six weeks of its release. This 
documentary and propaganda war film, 
shot by two official cinematographers, 
Geoffrey Malins and John McDowell 
depicts the British Army in the 
preliminaries and early days of the Battle . 
The film was released generally on 21 
August and ran for 1 hour 17 minutes. The 
black and white film depicts trench 
warfare, showing marching infantry, 
artillery firing on German positions, British 
troops waiting to attack on 1 July, 
treatment of wounded British and German 
soldiers, British and German dead and 
captured German equipment and 
positions. A scene during which British 
ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŎǊƻǳŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛǘŎƘ ǘƘŜƴ ΨƎƻ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻǇΩ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
lines. 
 

 
 

- The Silver War Badge (SWB) There was increasing concern that those males unfit for military 
service, or who had been discharged as a result of sickness or wounds ς without any visible signs 
were being vilified by many of the general public as shirkers avoiding their patriotic duty. The 
Silver War Badge was introduced to be worn by those individuals who had been discharged from 
the forces through wounds or illness. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geoffrey_Malins
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trench_warfare


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Silver War Badge 

 
 

Those on essential war work, and therefore exempted service often wore official (and un-official) badges 
to demonstrate this. 
 

   
Badges showing essential war work and therefore exempt from military service 

 
 
Diplomatic 
 
 - Portuguese Government decide to extend military co-operation to Europe 

- Romanian Government sign agreement with Entente Powers regarding intervention, order 
mobilization and declare war on Austria- Hungary.  

  - Germany declares war on Romania 
   - Turkey declares war on Romania 

 - Romania severs diplomatic relations with Bulgaria. 
- Italy declares war on Germany. 

 - Anglo-French Conference on finance held at Calais. 
- Field-Marshal von Hindenburg succeeds General von Falkenhayn as Chief of the General Staff 
of the German Field Armies 
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 - DŜǊƳŀƴ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜ Ψ5ŜǳǘǎŎƘƭŀƴŘΩ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ 

 
The Western Front  
 

- Battles of the Somme moves into second phase. 
  
  - Battle of Delville Wood, 14 July ς 15 September 

The Battle of Delville Wood was an operation to secure the British right flank, while the 
centre advanced to capture the higher lying areas of High Wood and Pozières. After the 
Battle of Albert the offensive had evolved to the capture of fortified villages, woods, and 
other terrain that offered observation for artillery fire, jumping-off points for more 
attacks, and other tactical advantages. The mutually costly fighting at Delville Wood 
eventually secured the British right flank and marked the Western Front debut of the 
South African 1st Infantry Brigade (incorporating a Southern Rhodesian contingent), 
which held the wood from 15ς20 July. When relieved the brigade had lost 2,536 men, 
similar to the casualties of many brigades on 1 July.  

  - Battle of Pozières Ridge, 23 July ς 7 August 

The Battle of Pozières began with the capture of the village by the 1st Australian Division 
(Australian Imperial Force) of the Reserve Army, the only British success in the Allied 
fiasco of 22/23 July, when a general attack combined with the French further south, 
degenerated into a series of separate attacks due to communication failures, supply 
failures and poor weather. German bombardments and counter-attacks began on 23 July 
and continued until 7 August. The fighting ended with the Reserve Army taking the 
plateau north and east of the village, overlooking the fortified village of Thiepval. 

- Battle of Verdun ends. This is the French date for the close ƻŦ ΨTƘŜ 5ŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ±ŜǊŘǳƴΦΩ 
The German list carries the battle up to September 9th.  

 
Other Fronts  

 

EASTERN FRONT 

- End of Ψ.ǊǳǎƛƭƻǾϥǎ hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ .ǊǳǎƛƭƻǾ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ CǊƻƴǘ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ 
coincide with the original Western Front combined French/British offensive which became the 
Somme battle. 

- Russian forces cross the Danube into the Dobrudja to assist the Romanian forces 

- Romanian forces cross Hungarian frontier and invade Transylvania, occupying Brasov  

 

BALKANS 

 - Battle of Florina (Macedonia) 
 - Battle of Doiran (South Serbia) 

 - Venizelist revolt in Salonika 
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CAUCASUS FRONT 

- Mush and Bitlis (Armenia) reoccupied by Turkish forces but again taken back by Russian forces 

- Battle of Payat (Armenia). 
 

EAST AFRICA 

 - Kilosa (German East Africa) taken by British forces. 
- Morogoro (German East Africa) taken by British forces 

 - Iringa (German East Africa) taken by British forces.  
- Bagamoyo (German East African coast) occupied by British forces. 

 

MESOPATANIAN FRONT 

 - Gen Sir Stanley Maude succeeds Lt Gen Sir Percy Lake as Commander-in-Chief, Mesopotamia.  

 

SALONIKA 

 - Italian troops land at Salonika and join Allied force 

 

At Sea 

- Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ 5ǊŜŀŘƴƻǳƎƘǘ Ψ[ŜƻƴŀǊŘƻ Řŀ ±ƛƴŎƛΩ sunk by internal explosion in harbour at Taranto. 
 - HMS Falmouth and Nottingham (Town Class light cruisers) sunk by submarine in North Sea.  

 

  

HMS Falmouth HMS Nottingham 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MERCHANT SHIPPING 

- British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month 
- 144 ships of 166,000 tons gross 

 

 
 

¢ƘŜ ΨIŜǊŜŦƻǊŘǎΩ 

 

Casualties 

 

NAME INIT RANK NO1 Bn Coy DATE HOW WHERE HOMETOWN Notes 

BARBER HENRY PTE 3778 1   04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT MALVERN  

BRADLEY WALTER PTE 1332 1   04/08/1916 DOW EGYPT HEREFORD  
BRIDGE LEONARD PTE 1490   B 28/08/1916 DOW F&F LEOMINSTER 50 Coy MGC - The 

Somme 
CAINES HARRY 

BERTRAM 
PTE 2038 1 D 04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT WYCHE Wounded at 

Suvla Bay 
COBBLEDICK ARTHUR 

HENRY 
PTE 2349 1  4/8/1916 KIA EGYPT HEREFORD  

EAST WILLIAM 
THOMAS 

PTE 2114     08/08/1916 KIA F&F BROMYARD 186 Coy MGC - 
The Somme 

GUMMER THOMAS PTE 3769 1  4/8/1916 KIA EGYPT RADNOR  
JENKINS ALBERT PTE 3463 1   10/08/1916 DOW EGYPT M COWARNE  
JONES PERCY 

THOMAS 
PTE 1181 1  4/8/1916 KIA EGYPT   

LEWIS WILLIAM 
EDWARD 

SGT 1689   C 04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT HEREFORD 158 Coy MGC 

MAHONEY WILLIAM PTE 2346    20/08/1916 DOW F&F LLANGROVE 2 Coy MGC ς The 
Somme 

MARSH ANSLOW PTE 4780     10/08/1916 KIA F&F CLUN Served with 1/5 
Gloucesters in 
Ypres area 

MARSHALL NORMAN 
HERBERT 

PTE 1926 1 D 04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT HEREFORD  
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MORGAN FREDERICK 
JAMES 

PTE 3822 1   04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT KINGTON  

MUTLOW WILLIAM 
CHARLES 

PTE 2967 1   04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT LEDBURY Evacuated from 
Suvla Bay 

NORGROVE MORRIS 
REGINALD 

PTE 3494 1   04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT OLD RADNOR  

ROCK CHARLES PTE 3579 1   04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT M MARCLE  
SMITH STEPHEN 

HENRY 
PTE 1761 1 B 04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT WELLAND  

STEEL HARRY PTE 2306    31/08/1916 KIA F&F LONGTOWN 11 SWB ς The 
Somme 

STEPHENS THOMAS 
RICHARD 

PTE 4194 1   04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT LEINTWARDINE  

TUCKWELL HARRY PTE 3670 1   04/08/1916 KIA EGYPT GOODRICH  

 

From the Hereford Journal: 

 

 



 

 
  

  



 

 

  
 

 



The Machine Gun Corps (MGC) 

In 1914, all infantry battalions were equipped with a machine gun section of two Machine Guns (MG), which was 
increased to four in February 1915. The sections were equipped with Maxim guns, served by a subaltern and 12 
men.  

The experience of fighting in the early clashes and in the First Battle of Ypres had proved that the MG required special 
tactics and organisation. On 22 November 1914 the BEF established a MG School in France to train new regimental 
officers and machine gunners, both to replace those lost in the fighting to date and to increase the number of men 
with MG skills. A MG Training Centre was also established at Grantham in England. 

On 2 September 1915 a definite proposal was made to the War Office for the formation of a single specialist MG 
Company per infantry brigade, by withdrawing the guns and gun teams from the battalions. They would be replaced 
at battalion level by the light Lewis machine guns and thus the firepower of each brigade would be substantially 
increased. The Machine Gun Corps (MGC) was created by Royal Warrant on October 14 followed by an Army Order 
on 22 October 1915. The companies formed in each brigade would transfer to the new Corps. The pace of 
reorganisation depended largely on the rate of supply of the Lewis guns but it was completed before the Battle of 
the Somme in 1916. A Base Depot for the Corps was established at Camiers. 

The Vickers machine gun was fired from a tripod and was cooled by water held in a jacket around the barrel. The 
gun weighed 28.5 pounds, the water another 10 and the tripod weighed 20 pounds. Bullets were assembled into a 
canvas belt, which held 250 rounds and would last 30 seconds at the maximum rate of fire of 500 rounds per minute. 
Two men were required to carry the equipment and two the ammunition. A Vickers machine gun team also had two 
spare men. 

In 1914 the light Lewis gun was in experimental stage. It was a shoulder-held air-cooled light automatic weapon 
weighing 26 pounds and loaded with a circular magazine containing 47 rounds. The rate of fire was up to 700 rounds 
per minute, in short bursts. At this rate, a magazine would be used up very quickly. The Lewis was carried and fired 
by one man, but he needed another to carry and load the magazines. Lewis guns were supplied to the army from 
July 1915. The original establishment was 4 per infantry battalion but by July 1918, infantry battalions possessed 36. 
This very significant increase in battalion firepower enabled new and successful infantry tactics to be devised. 

This explains why Herefordshire Regimental soldiers were serving with the MGC at their time of death; they had 

previously been Machine Gunners with the Regiment. Other trained soldiers had been sent to France to reinforce 

units which had suffered high numbers of casualties.  

 

 
LCpl PJ Thackway wearing the Lewis Gunner 

proficiency badge 
 

 

 

http://www.ebay.ie/sch/i.html?_sop=12&_nkw=lewis+gunner&_frs=1


 
 

A mix of Herefordshire Regiment and Machine Gun Corps capbadges amongst a Vickers gun crew ς from 

the album of either Pte (2377) TS or (2374) FJ Edwards (brothers) who had enlisted in Aug 1914 and 

were both transferred to the MGC.  Possibly a crew from Ross On Wye. 

 

 
 



 
 

 

The London Gazette 

 

Honours & Awards  NIL 

 

Promotions & Appointments (extracts from the London Gazette) 

 

Publication 

Date   Detail 

Effective 

Date Remarks 

02/08/1916 Duff-Gordon CL  reverts to second lieutenant 15/05/16   

02/08/1916 Duff-Gordon CL  seconded to MGC 15/05/16   

02/08/1916 Fanning WG reverts to second lieutenant 15/05/16   

02/08/1916 Fanning WG seconded to MGC 15/05/16   

02/08/1916 Hamilton HP resigns commission 03/08/16 ill health 

11/08/1916 Kelly CC to be lieutenant 06/05/16   

11/08/1916 Pilkington CEG to be lieutenant 09/04/16   

11/08/1916 Pilkington CEG reverts to lieutenant 22/04/16   

 

London Gazette entries can be confusing! They were often published sometime after the event had taken 

ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ о ΨŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΩ ƻŦ ǊŀƴƪΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘƻƭŘ the Substantive rank of Second 

Lieutenant which counts towards seniority; the acting rank of Lieutenant which is what he would be paid 

as; as the local rank of captain, which is the rank he would wear! 

 


