
THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT 

 

¢ƘŜƛǊ CƛǊǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ Ψ{ǘƻǊȅΩ ς April 1917  

 

¢ƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎƎŜǊΩ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ 
 

- United States of America declare war on Germany; Congress pass Bill for raising 500,000 men 
- Cuba and Panama declare war on Germany 
- Austria-Hungary , Turkey and Bulgaria sever diplomatic relations with United States of America, 
- Brazil, Bolivia and Guatemala sever diplomatic relations with Germany 
British Government inform Russian Provisional Government of their adherence to the principle of an 
independent and united Poland 
- Russian Provisional Government issue Proclamation to Allied Governments declaring in favour of self-
determination of peoples and a durable peace 
- General Petain appointed Chief of French General Staff 
- Dr A Augusto da Costa succeeds Dr AJ d'Almeida as Portuguese Premier 
 

The Home Front 

Whilst Spring brought brighter weather, the 3rd year of the war was having an increasing impact on the 
homefront, with shortages of food, rising prices, more men to the front and greater visibility of troops 
both fit and injured. The armaments industry had built up its capacity and females were taking the 
place of the males in the factories, but also on the farms and many other areas including hospitals and 
transport. 
In Hereford the Rotherwas Munitions factory was working up to full capacity. 
 

 
 
- German destroyer raid on Ramsgate 
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The Western Front  
 

- German retreat to the Hindenburg Line completed 
- Allied Spring offensive commence: 
 - Battle of Vimy Ridge and First Battle of the Scarpe (Arras) 

 - French offensive begins with the Second Battle of the Aisne 
 - Battle of the Hills (Champagne) begins. (La Bataille des Monts, Third Battle of Champagne) 

 - Second Battle of the Scarpe 
 - Battle of Arleux (Arras)  

 
Other Fronts 
 

BALKAN FRONT 

 - First Battle of Doiran  

 

EGYPT/PALESTINE 

- Second Battle of Gaza begins 

 
MESOPOTAMIA 

 - Khanaqin (North-East of Baghdad) again occupied by Russian forces. 

 - Action of Istabulat 

 - Samarra taken by British forces   

PERSIA 

 

CAUCASUS 

 - Mush, Armenia, occupied by Turkish forces 

 

In The Air 

 

  

At Sea 
 
 - Admiral Sims, United States Navy, arrives in England 
 - Japanese flotillas join Allied forces in the Mediterranean 
 - German destroyer raid on Straits of Dover 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mine & U Boat Warfare 
  

- .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǎƘƛǇ ΨSaltaΩ mined. (While 

returning to pick up wounded at the port of Le 
Havre, France, Salta struck a mine at 11:43, one 
mile north of the entrance to the dam. A huge 
explosion smashed the hull near the stern in the 
engine room and hold number three. Water 
rushed into the disabled ship which listed to 
starboard and sank in less than 10 minutes. Of the 
205 passengers and crew members, nine nurses, 
42 member of the Royal Army Medical Corps 
(RAMC) and 79 crew drowned). 

- British ŀƳōǳƭŀƴŎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘǎ ΨLanfrancΩ (en 

route Le Havre to Southampton)Τ ŀƴŘ ΨDonegalΩ  
torpedoed and sunk in English Channel. 
 
 

 
 

 
HMHS Salta 

 

 
HMHS Lanfranc 

 

 
HMHS Donegal 
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The sinking of these hospital ships was brought home 
to the County with the death of Cpl Dallow, of the 
Machine Gun Corps who was killed when HMHS 
Donegal was sunk. 

 
 
 
 - {{ ΨaŜŘƛƴŀΩ ǎǳƴƪ off Start Point, Devon, en route India to London; 6 crew killed, 401 souls saved. 
 

 
SS Medina 

 
MERCHANT SHIPPING 
British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month - 458 ships of 

882,000 tons gross; the highest monthly amount of the war to date. 

 

http://www.naval-history.net/PhotoWW1-80MNMedina1sunkbyUB31-170428DM.JPG


 
 

¢ƘŜ ΨIŜǊŜŦƻǊŘǎΩ  
 

Casualties (other than 1st Bn) 

 

NAME INIT RANK NO DATE HOW WHERE HOMETOWN Notes 
(Serving with) 

BENGOUGH BENJAMIN PTE 3813 23/04/17 DIED FRANCE ST JOHNS HER GLOS 12 

BENGOUGH THOMAS 
WILLIAM 

PTE 3815 23/04/17 DIED FRANCE Almeley GLOS 12 

DANCE THOMAS 
GEORGE 

PTE 3202 22/04/17 KIA FRANCE EARDISLEY GLOS 14 

DAWE WILLIAM 
GEORGE 

PTE 4803 23/04/17 KIA FRANCE HEREFORD MGC 

HOPE WALTER 
ERNEST 

PTE 4625 01/04/17 KIA FRANCE ROSS BORDER 11 

HUMPHREYS EDWARD 
HARRY 

PTE 4723 08/04/17 DIED HOME HEREFORD GLOS 14 

JACKSON JAMES 
RUBEN 

PTE 5347 24/04/17 KIA FRANCE ROSS GLOS 14 

LEWIS THOMAS 
HENRY 

PTE 4372 06/04/17 KIA FRANCE LEDBURY BORDER 11 

MOSS FRED PTE 4678 26/04/17 KIA FRANCE BROMYARD GLOS 1/5 

OERTON GERALD PTE 4944 26/04/17 KIA FRANCE WALSALL GLOS 14 

PARRY HUBERT PTE 2961 23/04/17 KIA FRANCE LYDBROOK SWB 10 

POWELL FREDERICK PTE 4594 01/04/17 KIA FRANCE GOODRICH BORDER 11 

RUSSELL JOHN PTE 4363 01/04/17 KIA FRANCE HEREFORD BORDER 11 

SEAGER JOHN PERCY PTE 4415 14/04/17 KIA FRANCE LEOMINSTER BORDER 11 

SYMONDS FRANK PTE 4653 21/04/17 KIA FRANCE HOLMER GLOS 12 

THOMASON HERBERT PTE 3219 24/04/17 KIA FRANCE RHYADER GLOS 14 

THOMPSON ALBERT 
LEWIS 

PTE 4256 29/04/17 DOW FRANCE HEREFORD BORDER 11 
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4723 Pte EH Humphreys 

 

 

The London Gazette 

 

Honours & Awards NIL 

 

Promotions & Appointments (extracts from the London Gazette) 

 
Publication Date   Detail Effective Date 

02/04/1917 Nott FT reverts to captains remains seconded  16/03/17 

13/04/1917 Paulson JIR to be lieutenant 29/11/16 

13/04/1917 Wilmot E to be captain 29/11/16 

14/04/1917 McMichael GB to be lieutenant attached RFC 01/03/17 

17/04/1917 Wells Norman A to be second lieutenant 10/04/17 

26/04/1917 Ashton P  to be adjutant 20/01/17 

28/04/1917 Yeomans WH to be lieutenant MGC 01/01/17 

 

 



HEREFORD 

 

Depot functions continue, including the administration of sick and wounded soldiers and those awaiting 

disciplinary procedures - including:  
 

Direct enlistments to The Herefords continued, but were greatly reduced due to conscription and formation of 

central training Battalions. Only 2 enlistments are recorded: 

NAME INIT RANK NO1 HOMETOWN Notes 

BOTTOMS PERCY PTE 239139   

GREEN GEORGE THOMAS PTE 239249 Nuneaton  

 

Some of those discharged were: 

NAME INIT RANK NO1 NO2 TERM HOMETOWN Notes 
BASSETT FRANCIS CHARLES PTE   237720       

PUGH CHARLES H PTE 170 2357 timex /age Ross Enlisted HRVC 1890 
Served BOER War. 
Reserve Bn. 

JONES JOHN JAMES PTE 2400 235749 xvi HEREFORD   

WHITE DAVID PTE 3888 236481 XVI     

WARD HARRY PTE   238536 xvia     

KINNERSLEY THOMAS WILLIAM PTE 4540         

KITSON ALBERT PTE 4419         

MILES JOHN PTE 3404     HEREFORD  Supplementary Coy 

NASH THOMAS PTE   238116 xvi     

VACE ARTHUR PTE   237244       

VOCE ARTHUR PTE   237244 1B     

BRACHER CHARLES PAY SGT 112   Timex / age Hereford Enlisted HRVC 1893 

MORRIS HENRY PTE 916 235071 Timex / age HEREFORD   

xvi - unfit through either wounds or sickness 

iiicc - unlikely to become an efficient soldier 

timex - Territorial soldier whose time of commitment has expired. 

 

The Volunteer Bn (Hereford - formerly the Volunteer Training Corps (VTC)) 

 

 

The Volunteer Battalion continued to be active. 

 



1st Battalion 

 

SECOND BATTLE OF GAZA 
 

At the beginning of Apr the 53rd Division, as part of the Eastern Force, held a line on the banks of the Wadi 
Ghuzze, from the Khan Yunis-Gaza road to the sea. A general reconnaissance was able to cover a depth of over 
a mile without opposition. 
 
Gen Dallas resigned his command, and Brig Mott assumed command of the Div on the 10 Apr. 
 
Brigades were grouped as follows: 
 

158 BDE GROUP ς Brig CS Rome 
         Signal Sect  
         158th Inf Bde (including Herefords)  
         158th Machine Gun Coy  
         436th Fld Coy RE  
        3rd Welsh Fld Amb 

 

159 BDE GROUP ς Brig JH du B Travers 
                  Bde Sig Sect 
                  159 Inf Bde 
                  159 Machine Gun Company 
                  437th Fld Coy RE 
                  2nd Welsh Fld Amb 
 

160 BDE GROUP - Brig WJC Butler 
                                                   Bde Signal Coy160th Inf Bde 
                                                  160th Machine Gun Coy 
                                                  439th Fld Coy RE 
                                                  1st Welsh Fld Amb. 

 

The artillery could not, as yet, be included in the grouping, there being only two composite brigades. 

The position held was not unpleasant. Apart from the labour of digging trenches in the sand, troops were not 
unduly ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘΦ hƴŜ ōǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ Ψŀ ǎƘŀŘȅ ƎǊƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǇƻƳŜƎǊŀƴŀǘŜǎΣ ǎǇŀƴƎƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎŀǊƭŜǘ ǿŀȄ-like blooms, 
ŎƛǘǊƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ 9ǳŎŀƭȅǇǘǳǎ ǘǊŜŜǎΩΤ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ tŀǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŀǘƘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ 
arose where the coast being straight and flat, without headlands, parties of the enemy could be seen bathing 
at no great distance. 
 

Rumours of a second attempt on Gaza ran through the Division. 

 
In the first battle of Gaza the bulk of the enemy forces had been to a flank, away out east; Gaza itself was not 
strongly held. Now, however, realising the intention of the British command, there was a redistribution and 
reinforcement of the Turkish Army. Gaza was incorporated in a strong defensive line. It was believed that the 
garrison had been reinforced with more troops and artillery in reserve. 
 
The work of re-supply was now made easier by the advance of the railway to Deir el Belah, so that not only 
were the field artillery brigades of the 53rd and 54th Divs, which had been left on the Canal released for service, 
but the remaining heavy batteries, and four heavy howitzers from the Canal were now available, and in a 
position to be supplied with ammunition. The troops were all concentrated, ready for an advance, and recces 
for artillery positions east of the Wadi Ghuzze were completed early in Apr, but the chief factor in fixing the 
date of advance was the continual source of anxiety - the water supply.  



 
The Gaza defences were being strengthened and wired, and a system of enemy trenches and works, protected 
by natural obstacles of thick cactus hedges were being constructed southeast from Gaza to the Atawineh Ridge, 
some 12,000 yards distance from the town. This put any encircling movement of the cavalry out of the 
question. 
 
A redistribution of the forces under his the 2 subƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ DŜƴ /ƘŜǘǿƻŘŜΩǎ 
Desert Column was made up of mounted troops only - the ANZAC Mounted Div, the Imperial Mounted Div, 
and the Imperial Camel Bde; while Eastern Force was given the four infantry Divs and 8 tanks.  
 
Gen Dobell initiated an attack on Gaza which fell into two phases. The first phase was carried out on the 17th 
Apr with practically no opposition. The 54th and 52nd Divisions occupied the Sheikh Abbas - Mansura position. 
The 53rd Div completed a new line, well forward on the coast and running back to Kurd Hill. The 18th was spent 
ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƎǳƴƴŜǊǎΩ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎƭȅ ōǳǎȅ ǘƛƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
signallers, on their metal, worked all night laying innumerable cables over the sand dunes - amidst the doleful 
howling chorus of jackals, which was unearthly in the darkness. It was hoped that communication between 
artillery and infantry would be perfect. At the last moment the Tanks, moving to their positions, crossed most 
of the lines, wound the cables round themselves, and all the work had to be done over again! 
 
On the extreme right of the British line was the Desert Column with an outpost line from el Gamli to the right 
of the 54th Div; at Sheikh Abbas the 54th and 52nd infantry Divs then carried on the line through Mansura to 
Kurd Hill; the 53rd Div lay across the sand dunes to the sea. 
 
Zero hour was 0530, the two mounted Divs advanced in the direction of Abu Hureira and along the Gaza-
Beersheba road. On the right flank, one brigade of the ANZAC Division went to Tel el Fara, one towards Abu 
Hureira, and two were held in reserve; this division did not dismount. The Imperial Mounted Div attacked on 
foot, with varying fortune. They had some hard fighting, but on the whole were successful in their object of 
holding and diverting enemy troops.  
 
The 54th Division moved down the slopes of Sheikh Abbas and Mansura on a two brigade front, without 
sufficient artillery to sustain fire on the line of enemy trenches, the position was entirely favourable to the 
machine gun and rifle defence of the Turks. Moreover, the counter-battery work of our heavy guns seems to 
have been futile; the Turkish artillery was well directed and sustained, and took an immediate toll on the British 
infantry descending from the Sheikh Abbas-Mansura Ridge and followed them to the glacis where the Turkish 
and German machine gunners were able to add their hail of bullets. Except on the extreme left of the 54th 
Division, where the 11th London Regiment captured a front line trench, the infantry got no nearer the Turkish 
defences than 200 yards. The tanks were equally unsuccessful. 
 
The advance of the 52nd Div was a more complicated manoeuvre. It was led by the 155th Bde along the Es Sire 
Ridge, with the 156th Bde on the right rear. When the 155th had cleared sufficient ground on this difficult front 
the 156th were to wheel to attack Green Hill and Ali Muntar. Led by a tank (which fell into one of the steep 
sided Wadis and was replaced by the one in reserve), the 5th KOSB captured, lost, recaptured, and again lost 
Outpost Hill. The 156th Brigade started their wheel on Green Hill and Ali Muntar, but soon found that until 
Outpost Hill was firmly secured they could not advance. This was never achieved.  
 
The 53 Div were on the coastal sector.  Gen Mott, with Brigs Travers and Butler, had made a personal 
reconnaissance of the approaches to ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ƭƛƴŜΤ ŦƻǊ мΣрлл ȅŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀȊŀ ǊƻŀŘ 
there was little cover; the line of advance along the sea coast was in the nature of a glacis; the centre was more 



broken and afforded a certain amount of cover, and this was the line of advance decided upon. He attacked 
with two brigades - 160th on the right, 159th on the left. The new line which had been dug since the 17th was 
held by the 158th Bde; but the attacking Brigades formed up in rear, between Money Hill and Cliff Fort, and 
their orders were to go through the battalions of the 158th Bde and move, the 160th against Samson Ridge, 
the 159th against the high ground between Samson Ridge and Sheikh Ajlin. One battalion of the 160th was to 
make a subsidiary attack along the valley between the Es Sire Ridge and the sand dunes, keeping in touch with 
the 52nd Div. 
 
A female tank was allotted to the 160th Bde and a male to the 159th. 
 
The two attacking brigades advanced from their rear position at 0715hrs. Owing to the soft and deep sand it 
was deemed advisable to start the advance a quarter of an hour before the set time. The main attack of the 
160th Brigade was given to the Middlesex and West Kents, each on a 500 yards frontage. The first check was 
experienced soon after passing through the outpost line. They were in full view of all those gardens and groves 
outside Gaza, which run down the slope of the Es Sire Ridge on that side, and long range machine gun fire was 
very troublesome. Samson Ridge itself was under fire from the 266th Field Artillery Bde, and also at this time 
from the guns of the French battleship, Requin and the gardens were having special attention from the gunners 
in the shape of gas shells; unfortunately, the gas took no effect. 
 
At 1000 the Middlesex were some 300 yards from the redoubt on Samson Ridge, but reported that the artillery 
support was insufficient for further advance. Gen Mott urged the position should be attached as soon as 
possible, and the Sussex moved up from reserve to the right of the Middlesex. About this time, too, the Queens, 
on receipt of an order from Brig Butler, moved to attack the eastern slopes of Samson Ridge, but found the 
rifle and machine gun fire from the gardens and cactus hedges on their right flank so intense that they were 
held, strung out, facing Gaza, about a thousand yards on the right rear of the Sussex. The machine guns 
attached to this battalion moved up to Heart Hill and did some useful work on that flank. 
 
Meanwhile the West Kents, who had lost their Commanding Officer, (wounded), and their Adjutant (killed) 
reported that they were in a position to assault. The guns lifted at 1115, but the enemy machine gun fire was 
too severe and no assault took place. 
 
By 1245 the Middlesex and West Kents, and the Sussex on their right, had crept forward to within 200 yards of 
the redoubt, and the Brig was ordered by Gen Mott to fix a time for assault. The artillery then lifted, and the 
Sussex, Middlesex and West Kents rushed up the slope and carried the position. However a few hundred yards 
beyond Samson Ridge, cactus hedges, scrub, and some cultivation began; the enemy defences were sited on 
the very edge of this cultivation on a slight upward slope, where solid ground allowed the digging of better 
trenches, and the cactus and cultivation gave cover. The Ridge was only a forward post, held by the Turks for 
observation and annoyance; its capture in no way embarrassed their main line of defence on the extreme edge 
of the sand dunes area. Under such conditions the line held was, naturally, sketchy; there were gaps and in 
some places a poor field of fire. Colonel Pearson (Middlesex) reported that, owing to casualties and 
disorganisation, two battalions would have to be sent up to carry on the attack. The Herefords were ordered 
forward and occupied, after overcoming some resistance, a ridge running southeast from Samson Ridge, which 
was afterwards known as Hereford Ridge. The tanks were not successful; but in spite of all handicaps one of 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƛƎŜǊΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ мслǘƘ .ŘŜΣ ŘƛŘ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
 
The 159th Bde had an easy task, as it proved. According to orders they halted about eight hundred yards from 
Sheikh Ajlin until Samson Ridge was taken, and then the Turks in front of them ran, and they occupied their 
objective without opposition. 



 
Battalions of the 158th Bde were moved up in support. More could not be done by the 53rd Div - to attempt a 
further advance against the cactus hedges and orchards filled with Turkish riflemen and German machine 
gunners would have been madness. Moreover, reserves had already been committed to capture Samson Ridge, 
and though the coastal brigade had suffered very slight casualties any further advance would have made no 
impression, and would not have helped the 52nd Div.  
 
Up on the Es Sire Ridge the remnants of the 155th Bde were still hanging on to Outpost Hill, where the situation 
was such that the 156th Bde could not move on their right; fresh troops were necessary to give impetus to the 
fight, and the reserve brigade was on the point of advancing when  
 
Sir A Murray gave orders to stand fast. 
 

 

 



 

Casualties 

 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎŀǎǳŀƭǘƛŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ !ǇǊ мфмтΣΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ΨƻƭŘΩ ǇǊŜ-war soldiers, 1914 volunteers and 
Derby Scheme soldiers. Some had served abroad since embarking for Suvla Bay in Jul 1915. 
 

NAME INIT RANK No 1 No 2 DATE HOW HOMETOWN Notes 
 

BLAKE EDWARD PTE 1293 235192 19/04/17 KIA ROSS  Served Suvla Bay 

BRYANT WILLIAM PTE 1654 235368 19/04/17 KIA MUCH FAWLEY Served Suvla Bay 

CHIRNSIDE CHARLES SGT 1749 235421 13/04/17 D0W  HEREFORD Served Suvla Bay 

FAULKNER WILLIAM  PTE 2934 235983 09/04/17 DOW STOKE LACY  

FOWLER GRANVILLE 
THOS 
BATLE 

LCPL 1224 235154 09/04/17 DOW ROSS Served Suvla Bay 

FRY WILLIAM 
JAMES 

PTE 2692 235860 20/04/17 DOW WINCHCOMBE Served Suvla Bay 

GREEN CHARLES PTE 1933 235516 15/04/17 KIA HOW CAPLE Served Suvla Bay 

JONES HAROLD PTE 3157 236063 30/04/17 DOW RUARDEAN Served Suvla Bay 

KNOTT FREDERICK PTE 3741 236382 19/04/17 KIA LEOMINSTER  

LONGFORD WALLACE SGT 2200 235655 19/04/17 KIA W U PENYARD Served Suvla Bay 

MARSHALL AMBROSE 2LT     15/04/17 KIA    

MORGAN WALTER PTE 4345 236780 24/04/17 DOW LEOMINSTER  

MORRIS EDWARD 
GEORGE 

CSM 197 235015 19/04/17 KIA MUCH MARCLE Served Suvla Bay 

PREECE JAMES PTE 4205 236697 21/04/17 DOW LEOMINSTER  

SKYRME LEONARD 
MATTHEW 

PTE 4327 236767 05/04/17 DOW HEREFORD  

WALKER JAMES 
JOSEPH 

PTE 3233 236092 17/04/17 Peretoni
tis 

UPTON Served Suvla Bay 

WHITNEY JAMES PTE 3816 236429 20/04/17 DOW MORDIFORD   

 

 

Local newspapers were still publishing new information regarding casualties as it became known to them: 

 



 

 

 

 
LCpl Fowler 
 

 

 



 

CSM Morris 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Pte L Skyrme 

 
 

 

 

 


