
THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT 

 

Their First World War ‘Story’ - December 1916  

 

The ‘Bigger’ Picture 

 
The Home Front 
 

Considerable government reorganization took place: 

 - Mr Asquith, British Premier, resigns; Mr Lloyd George succeeds him.  
- Last meeting of War Committee of British Cabinet; War Cabinet formed. The War Committee held 
their last meeting on December 1st and ceased to function on the formation of the War Cabinet.  

 - Coalition Ministry formed.  

  - Lord Derby appointed Secretary of State for War, replacing Mr Lloyd George. 

  - Viscount Grey, Secretary for Foreign Affairs, resigns; Mr Arthur Balfour appointed. 

  - Ministry of Labour formed. 

  - Ministry of Food formed. 

  - Ministry of Pensions formed 

  - Ministry of Shipping formed 

 - Decision made to institute National Service. 

 - Decision to initiate Imperial Conference. 

- Admiral Sir Henry Jackson, First Sea Lord, resigns and is replaced by Admiral Sir John Jellicoe. 

- Mr Arthur Balfour, First Lord of the Admiralty, resigns and is replaced by Sir Edward Carson. 

 

Diplomatic 
 

- Allied1 Note presented to Greece demanding complete demobilization - Greek Government 
accepts. 

- Entente2 Powers send Ultimatum to Greece demanding withdrawal of entire Greek Armies from 
Thessaly - Greek Government refuses. 

- Greek Government issued warrant for arrest of M Venizelos on charge of high treason; British 
Government decide to recognise Government of M Venizelos 

- Entente Governments commences blockade of Greece. 

- Notes presented by Central Powers3 to United States Ambassadors in their respective countries 
requesting them to inform the Governments of the Entente Powers that the Central Powers are 
ready to negotiate for peace 

- President Wilson issues Circular Note suggesting negotiations for peace 

                                                           
1 - Britain, France, Germany and at varying times: Belgium, Serbia, Greece, Montenegro, Romania, Italy, Japan, 
Armenia, Belgium, Greece, Hejaz, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serb-Croat-Slovene state and Czechoslovakia. 
2 - Britain, France, Germany (Entente Alliance 1907) 
3 - Austro-Hungary, Bulgarian, Germany, and Turkey. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Serbia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Montenegro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Hejaz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Polish_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portugal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Czechoslovak_Republic


- Anglo-French Conference meets in London to discuss the German and United States ‘Peace 
Notes’; also the situation in Greece, the Salonika expedition, and the division of the front in 
the Western Theatre. 

- German, Austro-Hungarian and Turkish Governments send reply to President Wilson's 
Note; immediate meeting of delegates suggested. 

- Entente Governments reject German peace proposals. 
- Bulgarian Government reply accepting President Wilson's Note. 

- Russian Premier (M Trepov) announces that the Allies have acknowledged Russia's right to 
Constantinople and the Straits 
- Rumanian Government removed from Bucharest to Jassy 
- British Government recognise the ‘King of the Arabs’ as the King of the Hejaz 

- Reorganisation of French Government. M Briand remains Premier. New War Cabinet of five 
Ministers formed. General Joffre becomes Technical Military Adviser to the War Cabinet. 

- General Joffre created Marshal of France 

- Dr von Korber, Austrian Premier, resigns 

 - Bulgarian Government reply accepting President Wilson's Note. 
 - Count Heinrich Clam-Martinitz appointed Austrian Premier 

 - Rasputin murdered in Petrograd. 

 

The Western Front  
 
Winter sets in with a commensurate reduction in operations. 

 - French offensive at Verdun ends. 

- General Nivelle becomes Commander-in-Chief of French Northern and North-Eastern Groups of 
Armies 

- British and Chinese Governments conclude agreement for employment of Chinese labour in France. 

 

Other Fronts 
 

EASTERN FRONT 

 

Winter sets in with a commensurate reduction in operations. 

 

 RUSSIA 

 - Murman Railway (from Murmansk to Petrograd) declared open.  
 

RUMANIA 

- Battle of the Arges 
- Bukharest capitulates to the German forces 

  

 



GREECE 

- Allied forces withdrawn from Athens and the Piraeus after conflicts with Greeks Massacre of 
Venizelists in Athens 

  

EGYPT/WESTERN DESERT 

 - British advance into Sinai continues 

 

MESOPOTAMIA 

 - British operations for the capture of Kut begin 

   

At Sea 

- German commerce raider ‘Wolff’ leaves Germany  

- Italian battleship ‘Regina Margherita’ sunk in Italian minefield 

 

U Boat Warfare 

 - Funchal (Madeira) bombarded by German submarine 

 - French battleship ‘Gaulois’ sunk by submarine in the Mediterranean 

 

MERCHANT SHIPPING 

- British and French Governments conclude The Clementel Agreement to: unite British ships in French 
service to those already employed; co-ordinate Allied tonnage; create inter-allied bureau to 
centralise charter of neutral shipping 

 

- British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month - 
207 ships of 357,000 tons gross.  
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The ‘Herefords’ - Casualties 

 

 

 

 

Pte Evans died as a prisoner of war of the Turks; it is not known when he was captured. It is possible he was 

wounded and died as a result of wounds, but prisoners of the Turks were subject to harsh conditions to which 

many succumbed. 

  
 

Ptes Nicholas and Griffiths were both serving at their time of death with 11 Border Regiment and had been 

transferred to them as reinforcements and were serving on The Somme. Pte Griffiths died of wounds and is 

buried in Cambrai cemetery; Pte Nicholas is buried in Berlin and died as a POW. It is also possible that Pte 

Griffiths was a POW as the CWGC says:  

Cambrai was occupied by the Germans on the 26th August 1914 and in spite of the early British 

successes in the Battle of Cambrai 1917, it was not captured until the 8th October 1918.  

Porte-de-Paris Cemetery was used by the enemy for the burial of German and Allied dead during the 

War, and a large German obelisk was erected. It contained at one time German burials, French, 

Russian, Rumanian and Belgian. The German graves, however, were removed after the Armistice, 

and the British graves were regrouped in two Plots on either side of the local War Memorial, near 

the middle of the cemetery.  

It is possible that both soldiers were involved in the Redan Ridge engagement. 

 
 

NAME 
 

RANK NO DATE SERVING WITH WHERE HOMETOWN 

EVANS LIONEL 
CHARLES 

PTE 1796 15 Dec  As POW of 
Turks 

Ross 

NICHOLAS EDWARD PTE 4463 15 Dec Died of Wounds 

27793 11 Border 

Regt 

As POW 
Germany 

Ludlow 

GRIFFITHS WILLIAM PTE 4494 17 Dec Died of Wounds 

27752 11 Border 

Regt 

France Staunton 



 
 



News was also being received of other casualties from the draft of Herefordshire men that had been 

transferred to the 11 Border Regiment; there are conflicting reports of individuals which shows the confusion 

with obvious distress to families and friends. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Men who had been transferred to other Regiments were also becoming casualties in France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The London Gazette 

 

Honours & Awards 

 

 
 

Publication 

Date 
  Detail 

01/12/1916 Adams 737 LCpl F MID 

01/12/1916 Bright 1579 Pte AH MID 

01/12/1916 Capel  EA MID 

01/12/1916 Drage G MID 

01/12/1916 Hopkins WA  MID 

01/12/1916 Pateshall HEP MID - HQ 53 Div Staff 

01/12/1916 Probert 1244 Pte CW MID 

01/12/1916 Roper 1252 Pte AW MID 

 

From the 2nd Battalion: 

 

 



 

 
 



Promotions & Appointments (extracts from the London Gazette) 

 

Publication 

Date 
  Detail Effective Date Remarks 

07/12/1916 Boulton RJ to be captain 08/11/16   

29/12/1916 Goss JW To be second lieutenant     

01/12/1916 Hooper RS relinquishes 
appointment of staff 
captain 

04/11/16   

23/12/1916 Hooper RS to be DAA & QMG 01/12/16   

01/12/1916 Jones FTA To be second lieutenant 01/12/16   

11/12/1916 Kenworthy E to be captain 04/12/16 HRVC, special 
appointment 

20/12/1916 Renn TW to be lieutenant 01/08/16 detached 

16/12/1916 Trumper FA to be lieutenant 28/06/16   

27/12/1916 Whitehouse  AGR to be captain 11/08/15   

 

 

 

 
 



HEREFORD 

 

Depot functions continue. 

 

No enlistments are recorded, and although no documentary evidence can be located, it appears that all 

recruits were allocated General Service or Kings Shropshire Light Infantry numbers while they undertook 

their training in regionalised training units. When they completed their training and were posted to a unit 

they would receive a regimental number in the run for their ‘new’ regiment. Hereford continued to be a 

recruiting centre. This can be seen from the documents of 238495 Pte Congdon. 

 

 
 

 

Some of those discharged were: 

 

NAME INIT RANK NO1 TERM HOMETOWN Notes 

DUNN WILLIAM PTE 4451 xvi    

EVANS REGINALD PTE 5443 xvi RHYADER  

PEACOCK HERBERT CSgt 3681 unfit Hereford Age 48; 

Supplementary Coy 

PRIDDY GEORGE PTE 3445 xvi    

YOUNG GEORGE ALF PTE 1905 xvi 

Wounds 

HEREFORD Served Suvla Bay 

xvi - unfit through either wounds or sickness 

iiicc - unlikely to become an efficient soldier 

timex - Territorial soldier whose time of commitment has expired. 

 



Pte Priddy had joined the 1st Battalion in Egypt in March 1916, he was discharged as a result of sickness. He 

was awarded the British War and Victory Medals 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Soldiers who were ‘sick’ were transferred to the Depot as in the case of 2656 Cpl Bishop, who had suffered 

an appendicitis and was transferred from the 2nd Battalion to the Depot. 

 

 
 



 
 

 



 

The Volunteer Bn (Hereford - formerly the Volunteer Training Corps (VTC)) 

 

The Volunteer Bn continued to be active and wanting to expand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



1st Battalion 

 

From the history of the 53 (Welsh) Division history: 

 

The Division (less 160 Bde) remained as General Reserve for ther Eastern Force. 

 

The Divisional artilley was also reorganise under command of Brigadier Short. 

 

At a higher level Sir Arthur Murray moved his HQ from Ismailia to Cairo, and Lt Gen Sir Charles Dobell 

assumed command of the Eastern Force at Ismailia. Gen Sir Phillip Chetwode assumed command of 

the Desert Column. 

 

Christmas Day was celebrated by 158 and 159 Bdes at Romani. A little extra food and a limited ration 

of beer had been brought up from Port Said. 

 

Whilst the British troops were ready to assault into the Sinai, the Turks withdrew and by the end f 

December Sinai wasa free of Turkish troops. 

 

A steady time spent training and preparing fo future operations; this is replecting in the static stregth 

numbers for the Battalion. 

 

Date Location Detail 
1 Dec  Romani Training 

2 Dec   Training; brigade night operations. Bn left camp 1450 and marched to a point on Ismailia 
road opposite K122 on CSR, with full camel transport and bivouacked. Hot meal served 
about 1800, cookers having come by road. Bde moved out of bivouac at 2200. It took 35 
minutes to load all camels by bright moonlight. Marched 1.5 miles on bearing 3150. Bns in 
line, each in column of route, camels in rear. Halted for 4 hours. 1/7th RWF and 1/1st 
Herefords marched on a mile and then turned to a bearing 670, 1/6th RWF converging. 
Halted just before dawn about 700 yds from position held by 1/5th RWF [L of Katib el Ferdan 
ref map Ismailia 1:100,000]. Attacked just at dawn, finally marched back to camp. Attack 
successful owing to good compass leading and pacing. Distance about 12 miles. 

3 Dec   Sunday – Lt Col Drage and Lt FH Evelyn rejoined from England leave. 

4 Dec   Training. Lecture on field firing by GOC 53 Div 

5 Dec   Training. Demonstration of field firing under GOC 53 Div, to determine limits of individual 
effective fire. 
Maj ALB Green left unit en route for England. 

6 Dec   Brigade training. Bde attached 1/2nd Bn Essex Regt, who took up position about Hill 45 [CZ 
1:40,000 003 B32]. 1/1st Herefords formed advance guard from Rednit. Halted By BGC as 
direction was thought to be wrong. Attack took a long time to develop owing to difficulty 
in finding enemy’s flank. Exercise showed the great difficulty of identifying hills shown on 
map on the ground. 

7 Dec   Training. Maj ALB Green sailed from Port Said. 

8 Dec   Training 

9 Dec   Training 

10 Dec   Sunday 



11 Dec   Brigade Ex. Bde attached ½ Bn 1/7th Essex who held a position on Hill 36 [OZ 1:40,000 002 
T14/15]. Attach successful; enemy’s right flank easily turned from sand dune 2000 yds W 
of his position. 
2Lt WF Chipp returned to duty with Bn. 

12 Dec   Training 

13 Dec   Training 

14 Dec   Training. Bn ex NW of camp; companies not well handled; a lack of decision shown. Marked 
improvement in handling of Lewis Gun teams. 
Capt CEG Pilkington returned from hospital. 
Miss Lena Ashwell’s concert party visited El Ferdan, East Bank. 

15 Dec   Training 

16 Dec   Bn Trg. 
Miss Lena Ashwell’s concert party gave a special performance for 158 Bde. 

17 Dec   Sunday 

18 Dec   2Lt AV Banks to hospital. 
Bde Ex. Bde attacked position near bridge over Abbassia Canal, w of Katib el ferdan [Ismailia 
1:100,000] a change of direction successfully carried out. 

19 Dec   Training. 2Lt WC Wilson to hospital; 2Lt LKV Job to Bde Bomb School as instructor vice 2Lt 
A Wilson. 

20 Dec   Combined training with 1/7 RWF and MG Coy in area CZ 1:40,000 002 T 10/15/16/20/21/22 
– attack. 
Following Honours and Awards published in Battalion orders: Mention in Despatches 
published 2 Dec 1916: 
    Lt Col G Drage 
    Capt E A Capel 
    2Lt W A Hopkins 
    737 Sgt F T Adams 
    1244 LCpl C W Probert 
    1252 LCpl W O’Brady 
    1579 Pte A H Bright 

21 Dec   Training 

22 Dec   Training. GOC Eastern Frontier Force visited camp. Following reversions and promotions 
published: 
    Temp Capt Crossley to 2Lt 
    Temp Capt Bailey to 2Lt 
    Temp Capt A V Banks to 2Lt 

23 Dec   Demonstration of Lewis Gun in attack, with formation of ammunition dumps, by Lewis Gun 
Officer in CZ 1:40,000 o2 T 14 & 20, attended by Coy Comds. 

24 Dec   Training 

25 Dec   Christmas Day. Swimming races and athletic events, Short Church Parade at 9am. Concert 
with competition around campfire at 7pm. 

26 Dec   Training and cleaning up camp. Heavy storm of wind and rain. 

27 Dec   Combined trg with 1/6 RWF and M Coys, area NW of camp. Attack on position held by 
skeleton enemy – fair. 

28 Dec   Brigade route march, brigade started at 8.30am, marched to railhead and about 1 mile 
towards Ballah Bunyan by road, then turned west and marched across desert, Battalion in 
line and wheeling in turn. Back in camp 1pm. A bright cold windy day. Four men fell out; a 
great many with sore feet. 

29 Dec   Training. Inspection of wheeled transport by BGC. Heavy rain. 

30 Dec   Company Trg and field firing 

31 Dec   Sunday Church Parade – 2 Offrs, 8 ORs to Zeitoun Sch of Instr. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Maj ALB Green 

Date Location Detail 

1 Dec   Brigade Ex east of canal. Whole thing rather a failure due to Australian enemy taking 

up position on wrong ridge. 159 Bde march through and bivouaced the night on way 

to Kantara and Romani with camel transport. Col Swindells and others to dinner. 

2 Dec   Brigade night ops. Moved out of camp at 3pm with full camel transport. Bivouaced 

moved out at 10pm and did night march and attacked at dawn. Beastly cold. 

3 Dec   Slept all morning. In afternoon did mess accounts. Hear CO returns tonight so hope to 

get off Tuesday. 

4 Dec   Spent a busy day handing things over to CO. Mess a/cs to Russell and Regt a/cs to Sale. 

Got away by 9.42 train in evening to Port Said, went to Casino Palace Hotel. 

5 Dec   Find boat not expected to sale before Thursday. Booked passage. Very annoyed at 

losing my field glasses and camera. Think Davies must have forgotten to put them in 

the train. Enquired at lost luggage dept at station but could find no trace of them. 

6 Dec   Got my ticket. Bought odds and ends to take home. Notified by cooks at 7.30 in evening 

to go on board at midnight, afterwards changed to 10pm. 

7 Dec   Caledonia. Left Port Said at 0800 so might have spent night at hotel. Very noisy on 

board all night – coaling and taking in cargoes. Boat drill at 1000 – every one to carry 

life belts. Special lookout watches for passengers. 

8 Dec   Sighted Crete about noon and picked up an escort. Not a very exciting day. Made 

friends with Mrs Dallin and Henderson of Westminster Dragoons. Quite nice and 

amusing. 

9 Dec   Weather became a bit rough during night and a good many absentees from meals. 

Took on a fresh escort during the night, TBD 57. 

10 Dec   Much calmer and most people came down to breakfast. Sighted Malta about 8am and 

at 9 put in close to shore to await orders. Didn’t get away until after noon. Took on 

fresh escort TBD 82. 

11 Dec   Came on to blow in the night and quite rolling in the morning. Picked up coast of 

Sardinia about noon and it was much calmer when we got under lee of shore. Very fine 

rock scenery. Much colder. Escort still with us. 

12 Dec   Came on very rough after leaving lee of Corsica, got worse during day and had to slow 

down. Put into Toulon about 3.30 as we couldn’t make Marseilles before dark. One big 

sea carried away part of bridge. Escort seemed to be making very heavy weather. 

13 Dec   Blew very hard all day and held us up in harbour, where of course it was quite calm. 

Gramophone in evening – quite good. 

14 Dec   Got away from Toulon at 0800. Sea much calmer, bright morning. At 1110 when 2-3 

miles off Marseilles struck mine well forward on port bow. Took to boats – very 

unpleasant and wobbly. Lascars hopeless. Landed about 3pm from pilot boat. Went to 

Louvre. Dined at Restaurant De La Reserve with Mrs D and Henderson. 

15 Dec   Had breakfast at 0830, afterwards raised the wind at cooks and went with Mrs Dallin 

to buy flowers. Went down to docks and got away 1230 in P&O special – very crowded. 

16 Dec   Arrived Boulougne at 0945. Spent morning wandering round and lunched at The 

Folkestone Hotel. Got on board boat about 1500 which left about 1645. Arrived 



Victoria about 9.30 in dense fog. No taxis so left baggage and went by tube. Found Do 

waiting for me at Berners. 

17 Dec   Went to Victoria for my baggage then to Carlton to lunch with Barbara and Charlie. Had 

tea with Powers and Do and I dined quietly at Princes Grill Room. 

18 Dec   In the morning went to Carters and saw Charlie in his office. Lunched with him at Pall 

Mall Restaurant. Do and I went to see a seabrook car, but were not favourably 

impressed. Had tea at Holman’s. John and Margaret came up for night and we dined 

at Piccadilly. 

19 Dec   Went to War Office to try and arrange passage as no P&O available. Met Do and 

Margaret at Savoy for lunch, afterwards went shopping with them. Margaret went back 

to Cambridge and Do and I caught 1010 train home. Snow and frost. 

20 Dec   Went to fetch father in car and brought him home. Frost turned to rain. Went to weir 

end to tea and dinner. 

21 Dec   Went round weir in morning meeting many old friends. Went for walk with Do and kids 

in afternoon when the rain cleared up. Nurse down with influenza. 

22 Dec   Went and saw Yates – too busy to see me. Saw Ralph – home on leave. Met pater in 

club. Took Do and kids to weir end to tea where saw Ida and Francis. 

23 Dec   Snowed in night and all morning. Motored to Hereford with Pater. Saw Mrs Carless, 

roads very heavy. Went to Rupert Sparrows party in the afternoon. 

24 Dec   Went out with kids in the morning. Motored with Do over to Lea in afternoon to put 

wreath on Mother’s grave. Went to tea at Whiffen’s on the way back. 

25 Dec   Spent day at weir end with father and children. 

26 Dec   Nurse bad again. Went for walk with children, called on Middleton and Money Kyrle. 

27 Dec   Lunched at Ca?. Tea at weir end. 

28 Dec   Father went back home in the evening. Had dinner at weir end where met Otall. Money 

Kyrle’s kids party at Lower School Room. 

29 Dec   Annie came to tea. Gave K notice. 

30 Dec   Went to Hereford. Saw Lady Croft and had lunch with her. Had lawyer’s letter from 

Kingston. 

31 Dec   Went to see father at cottage in afternoon and on to weir end for supper. Cabled Egypt 

for weeks extension on account of locum business. 

 

 

 

Routine continued as indicated by the record of 1958 Pte Lilley who was hospitalised with ‘pyrexia’ (fever), 

and admitted to the Welsh Field Ambulance (WFA). He was later transferred to the 26 Stationary Hospital 

at Ismailia and then the Isolation Hospital at Chobra, Cairo. 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Pte ES Lilley 

 



 
A group of Herefordshire Regiment serjeants 

 

 
The Serjeants’ Mess 

Standing: Sgt F Adams, Mr Handley (YMCA), Sgt Churnside, Sgt R Cox, Sgt JL Lloyd, Sgt F Neville, Sgt E Fletcher, Sgt H Longford, Sgt 

Hall, Sgt Taylor, Sgt J Williams, CQMS EJ Cooke, Sgt WS Herbert, Sgt S Farmer, CQMS W Gagg. 

2nd Row: Armr SSgt Marriot (AOC), CSM Page, RQMS Herbert, RSM Millington, F Tuner, CSM E Morris, CSM S Price, Sgt S Llewellyn. 

Front Row: Sgt W Smith, Sgt HS Harper (Sigs Sgt), Sgt J Griffiths, Sgt C Corner, CSM Evans, Sgt Neale, Sgt E Watkins, Sgt GW Williams 



2nd Battalion - Lowestoft 

 

The second battalion remained in Lowestoft as part of 205th Bde in 68 Div. 

 

Whilst trained soldiers were being posted from the Battalion to reinforce units in France, the Battalion was 

receiving soldiers returned from France for various reasons, including being under age4  as indicated in the 

case of Pte McGraw. 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 - It was accepted that soldiers should nbot serve overseas under the age of 19, however this had been widely 
ignored by recruiters and units. When the true age of young soldiers was discovered, often as a result of their mothers 
informing the authorities, they could be returned to a non-combat unit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve Battalion  (formerly 3 Bn) – Oswestry 

 

The Battalion remained in Oswestry and continued to hold and train troops. Trained soldiers were required 

to reinforce the 1st Battalion in the Middle East, but more urgently on the Western Front, principally to make 

good casualties on The Somme. 

 

The winter weather had set in, but the spirit of the Christmas season and the ‘excitement’ of deployment to 

the front kept morale high. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
The Herefords were also called upon to support 
local quasi military activities: 
 

 



 

 



Soldiers were reeived from the 2nd Battalion in Lowestoft to form reinforcement drafts. 

 

 

 

It appears that at least 3 formed drafts, as well as individual reinforcement (generally officers)  were 

despatched in December. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


