THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT

Their First World War ‘Story’ — January 1916

The ‘Bigger’ Picture

The Home Front

First Military Service Bill passed by House of Commons; this act brought conscription into effect
for the first time in the war. Along with the Defence of the Realm Act, it was possibly the most
important piece of legislation in placing Britain onto a ‘total war’ footing.

Every British male subject who - on 15 August 1915 was ordinarily resident in Great Britain and
who had attained the age of 19, but was not yet 41 and on 2 November 1915 was unmarried or a
widower without dependent children, unless he met certain exceptions, was deemed to have
enlisted for general service with the Colours or in the reserve and was forthwith transferred to



the reserve. He now came under the controls specified in the Army Act. This would be as of
Thursday 2 March 1916.

Men were encouraged to voluntarily enlist under the Group System (Derby Scheme) before the
Act came into place.

There were exceptions:

1. Men ordinarily resident in the Dominions abroad, or resident in Britain only for the
purpose of their education or some other special purpose.

2. Existing members of the regular or reserve forces or of the Territorial Force who are
liable for foreign service or who are, in the opinion of the Army Council, not suitable for
foreign service.

3. Men serving in the Navy or Royal Marines or who are recommended for exception by
the Admiralty.

4. Men in Holy Orders or regular ministers of any religious denomination.

5. Men who had served with the military or Navy and been discharged on grounds of ill-
health or termination of service.

6. Men who hold a certificate of exemption or who have offered themselves for
enlistment since 4 August 1914 but been rejected.

Exemptions could be_made to a Local Tribunal for the issue of a certificate of exemption. There
were four grounds for exemption:

1. If it is expedient in the national interests that he should be engaged in other work, or,
if he is being educated or trained for any other work, that he should continue; or

2. If serious hardship would ensue owing to his exceptional financial or business
obligations or domestic position; or

4. |l health or infirmity; or
5. Conscientious objection to the undertaking of combatant service.

Certificates of exemption could also be granted by any Government department to men or classes
or bodies of men in their employ, where it appears more convenient for this to take place than by
individual application to Local Tribunal.

A certificate could be absolute, conditional or temporary. Exemptions for continued education or
training and those on financial hardship grounds could only be temporary.

Two examples of exemption certificates:


http://www.1914-1918.net/derbyscheme.html

If the conditions under which an exemption was granted changed, it was the duty of the person
to inform the authorities. A fine of up to £50 could be applied if he did not do so. False statements
or misrepresentation at time of application for exemption could lead to imprisonment with hard
labour for up to six months.

A system of Local, Appeal and Central Tribunals was arranged. Each registration district as defined
in the National Registration Act 1915 would have a Local Tribunal or Tribunals, consisting of
between 5 and 25 members each. A Tribunal could work through a committee that it could



appoint. There would also be Appeal and Central Tribunals with members appointed by the
Crown. Any person aggrieved by the decision of a Local Tribunal could make an appeal.

Army Council Instruction 386 (19 February 1916) made it clear that official War Service badges
issued to those on War Office, Admiralty or Ministry of Munitions work before 1 March 1916
would count as though they were a certificate of exemption.

Examples of ‘On War Service’ badges

Classes

Men were allocated into a Class, which was connected with the year of their birth, and were notified that
they would be called up by Class. These were the same classes as the Derby Scheme.

Class 1 was for those born in 1897. They were 18 years old. They were told they would not be called up
until they were aged 19.

A Public Proclamation was placed in prominent positions, advising the public the date on which a
particular Class would begin call up. This was deemed to be sufficient notice, but in additional generally
each man received an individual notice. It was the individual's responsibility to be alert to such notices
and to report himself for duty. There were penalties for not reporting and for inducing or assisting a
reservist to absent himself.

Class Year of Birth Proclamation Call Up Date
2 1896 20 Dec 1915 20Jan 1916
3 1895 20 Dec 1915 20Jan 1916
4 1894 20 Dec 1915 20Jan 1916
5 1893 20 Dec 1915 20Jan 1916
6 1892 8Jan 1916 8 Feb 1916
7 1891 8Jan 1916 8 Feb 1916
8 1890 8 Jan 1916 8 Feb 1916
9 1889 8 Jan 1916 8 Feb 1916
10 1888 30Jan 1916 29 Feb 1916
11 1887 30Jan 1916 29 Feb 1916
12 1886 30Jan 1916 29 Feb 1916
13 1885 30Jan 1916 29 Feb 1916
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National Reservists parade at Ledbury (in New Street opposite TA Centre).

Shipping Control Committee formed in Great Britain
Diplomatic

UNITED STATES

Franz Von Papen, attached to the German Embassy in Washington was involved in espionage
activities and as a result he was expelled from the United States for alleged complicity in the
planning of acts of sabotage, such as the Vanceboro international bridge bombing to destroy US
rail lines. On 28 December 1915, he was recalled to Germany. Setting out on the journey, his
luggage was confiscated, and 126 cheque stubs were found showing payments to his agents.

The Western Front

Winter conditions continued to halt major operations.

Other Fronts

BALKAN FRONT

King of Serbia arrives at Salonika then leaves; Serbian Government transferred to Brindisi


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabotage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanceboro_international_bridge_bombing

Entente Governments inform Greek Government of proposed transport of Serbian Army to
Corfu: Greek Government refuse consent. Serbian troops arrive in Corfu.

Armistice concluded between Montenegro and Austria: Negotiations break down; Armistice
ceases

- Mount Lovchen (Montenegro) taken by Austrian forces.

- Cetinje (Montenegro) occupied by Austrian forces.

- Antivari (Montenegro) occupied by Austrian forces.

- Podgoritza (Montenegro) occupied by Austrian forces.

- Scutari (Albania) occupied by Austrian forces.

- San Giovanni di Medua (Albania) captured by Austrian forces.

General Sarrail assumes command of all Allied forces at Salonika.

MESOPOTAMIAN FRONT

Romanian Government open negotiations with Russian Government with a view to military
assistance

First Attempt to relieve Kut begins: relieving force begins advance from Ali Gharbi
Action of Sheikh Sa'ad.

First British Attack on Hanna: First Attempt to relieve Kut fails

Lt Gen Sir Percy Luke appointed Commander-in-Chief, Mesopotamia

MEDITERRANEAN FRONT

Gen Sir Charles Monro hands over command of the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force to Gen
Sir A J Murray - Sir Charles Monro was appointed Commander-in-Chief in India.

CAUCASUS FRONT

Russian offensive towards Erzerum begins.
Keupri-Keui (Armenia) again captured by Russian forces.

PERSIA

Kirmanshah (West Persia) occupied by Turkish forces

GALLIPOLI

7th - Evacuation of Helles begins.
8th - Evacuation of the Gallipoli Peninsula completed.



General Sir William Birdwood leaves command of the Dardanelles army. (Sir William Birdwood
later commanded the Fourth Army in France and then the Australian Corps, till eventually
appointed to command the Fifth Army on May 23rd. 1918.)

WEST AFRICA
Yaunde (Cameroons) taken by General Dobell's forces.
EAST AFRICA
General Sir H Smith-Dorrien resigns appointment as CinC East Africa.

In the Air

Last German airship raid on Paris

Nine airships left their bases at Friedrichshaven and Lowenthal. This time they did not cross the
North Sea under cover of darkness to haphazardly bomb the South coast of England and return
to Germany. Their orders were to fly across the entire breadth of England and bomb Liverpool
which, until then, had been considered well beyond the range of the raiders. It made the British
realise that nowhere was safe from aerial attack. There were 183 casualties.

At Sea
CONTRABAND CONTROL

United States Government make informal protest to British Government regarding Black List
policy.

CRUISER WARFARE
British SS Appam captured by German raider Moewe.

ROYAL NAVY



http://www.naval-history.net/PhotoWW1-01bbKEVII3MQ.JPG

King Edward VIl departed Scapa Flow on a voyage around the northern coast of Scotland to Belfast, where
she was scheduled to undergo a refit. At 10:47, she struck a mine that had been laid by the German
auxiliary cruiser SMS Moéwe off Cape Wrath. The explosion occurred under the starboard engine room,
and King Edward VIl listed 8° to starboard. Her commanding officer — Captain Maclachlan — ordered her
helm put over to starboard to close the coast and beach the ship if necessary, but the helm jammed hard
to starboard and the engine rooms quickly flooded, stopping the engines. Counterflooding reduced her
list to 5°.

Signals to the passing collier Princess Melita induced her to close with King Edward VIl and attempt to tow
the battleship; soon, towing began at 14:15, but King Edward Vi settled deeper in the water and took on
a 15° list in a rising sea and strong winds and proved unmanageable. Princess Melita's towline parted at
14:40.

With flooding continuing and darkness approaching, Captain Maclachlan ordered King Edward VII
abandoned. The destroyer Musketeer came alongside at 14:45, and she and destroyers Fortune and
Marne, took off the crew with the loss of only one life (a man fell between the battleship and one of the
rescue vessels), the last man off being Captain Maclachlan, who boarded destroyer Nessus at 16:10.
Fortune, Marne, and Musketeer departed to take the battleship's crew to port, while Nessus stayed on
the scene until 17:20 with tugs that had arrived to assist. After Nessus departed, the tugs continued to
stand by, and saw King Edward VIl capsize at 20:10 and sink around nine hours after the explosion.

At the time it was not clear whether King Edward VIl had hit a naval mine or been torpedoed. The presence
of the minefield was determined from an examination of German records after the war.

Merchant Shipping

British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month -
41 ships of 92,000 tons gross

The ‘Herefords’

Honours & Awards

The Regiment had its first Honours & Awards made to the 1 Battalion for service at Suvla Bay and
‘gazetted’ in The London Gazette (LG). There were no citations published in the LG but both Ptes Mann
and Pike’s citations for the award of Mention in Despatches were included in the Battalion War Diary at
the end of August.
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~rRE LONDON GAZETTE, 28 JANUARY, 1916,

Liers. No. 14150 Serjeant A. E. Burrowes.
No. 14645 Berjeant E. C. Millar.
CTAY, Bf'mt:hjm No. 13852 Private A. E. Wilkin.
thali
ve  Battalion) HNo. 25573 Company Serjeant-Major O, Lynch,
wn, Gloucester-
erve Battalion) London Regiment (Territorial Foree).
Ca d W. P. M. Russell, Gordon High- -
BIB.
Captain G. E. Cowley.
Captain A. A. Walser,
No. 7293 Acting Berjeant-Major A, W.
ice Bottalions), Barker, Rifle Brigade (attached).
ry Lieutenant- .
Captain (temporary Mugm-ﬁ'l}. F. Darvis.
Indian Army | Tem Captain F. 8, Hammond,
Lieutenant J. Maxwell (killed).
wh. No. 172 Berjeant W. A. Barnley.
jor J. Murphy. . ) _—
Herefordshire Begiment (Territorial Foree).
No. 1887 Private E. E. Mann.
No. 2321 Privats D, H. Pike.

Hereford

The Depot function continued at Hereford with management of enlistments and discharges, leave men
(including sick) and family liaison.

Recruiting duties had picked up due to the Derby Scheme, with B Class men attesting and immediately
enlisting and A Class men attesting and waiting enlistment/call up/mobilisation by proclamation.
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The marriage of Lt Levason was reported, together with a photograph in The Hereford Times:



WMARRIAGE OF LIEUT. GRENVILLE
' LEVASO

.
——

The marviage was quicdly suivmmeed at St
Nwbuolas Church  on Setarday  morning
of Liwutensst  Desmond  George Gremville
Loveson, 1t Battdlon Herelordahure Hogt
ment, wider som of Mr. aind Mrs toa
Lovason, of 12, Bridge Streed, Horelord,
and Misa Ida Miloes, cidest daoghter of Mr
and Mea J, H. Mises, Oderdels, Southport,
and lato of Huddersheld (Yorks). The bridge
grovm took gt in the lndiog st Sevla Bay,
w which the  Herefordshze ?gr.nm-nt destin-
guished itaell, ‘and was subrunuently reported
~ masing.” All anxiety was allayed, bowever,
by the recolpt of a wire from Alexandria (rom
Licst. Lovason himaell, stating be was quite

L later ho wontracted  dysomtery uod
tyjiboid and was invalided home. Prior w ob-
i e commission laout. Lavison wus
et stadent ot Dumingham University.

The orremony was pevformed by the lev. A
&J\\r‘:.a—\\‘d;mn. KD, (Rector), sssisted by

v. T. N . Roberts, an  old
| madter of the Dbridegroom’s, Mr. William

Mason, L. RUAAL, was at the orgas, sl played |1
the Beddal March from lobengrea as the bride
etitervd the Church esorted by ber father, The |’

D et s e

P

0| bride was attind wm & tavelling dress of |
1| savy garbardine and molre  wilk  with large |
b ovelvet hat  te mal She carred &
| ahgaf  of | Gitien, und v » jid chain,
slthe gifts of o Iaid o,  Miss Gladys
F | levason (eister of the groom) and Mes

Alicn Miues (tister of the bride) attended as
brdesmaidg, ana v costumes of navy blee
with Dlack and cerise puture hata  They wore
R.H basgles, the gifts of U bedegroom. Mr.

/. Madoolm Koott, of Birmbngham, was best
oA, Mendelssohn's Wedding March was
played »s the wenly  mandd  cape kit the
church. )

-

atwd Mrs. Gogioille Luvasut are spesd-

g o short boseymoun o South Devast prior

to the bridegroom "l'"""‘l tis regismont, They

have received many husbome gfts, moedag

cnse of pipes from Uy men of the bridegroom’s
Loon.

The bride’s cake, whnch was of strking mili

tary demgn, was supplied by My, E. ©, Harria,
Broad Strvet, Htmoﬂl

o
3

TeEre

HEREFORD OFFICER’S WEDDING.

Photo: W. H. Bustin, Hereford.
LIEUT. D. G. GRENVILLE LEVASON AND MISS IDA MILNES.
Froot freadl eft to rizht): Mrs, H, Mre. Arthur Levason Mr, Arthur G, Levason, Mrx. Peyton G nville Yevason (bridegroom’s
noll;e':)‘.‘ dwuml’:rl l:‘ E.&h-itim(ln fn:.nh. &u :?urwn. l;m- Lride, Mrs, Miloes (bride’s m’i:.-.'i#{'niﬁf Brscoe,
, Mra, 3

1 o i
Second row : Sn{t.vl A. B. Wrnne Willson, Rev, A. i, Wynne Willion, Mr, Peston Grenville Lavason. Mise Levason. Miss
Bertha levass s Lris wmn,’g&.‘ (",‘&:} Francis, and Mr, Miines

Third row: !ﬁ gmmlm Knott, t r;mr Levason, Miss Alice Milnes, and Mr. Haddon.
Back row: Mr. D, Briscoe, Mr. Briscoe, and Mrs. Thnddon,




Local newspapers continued to publish patriotoc local articles to aid recruiting:

THREE SONS IN THE WAR.

THREE SONS OF MR, AND MRS. CEORGE SALISBURY, 126, Cottercil Street, Hersfard

| (1) Pua, B 3. Kaligbary, cldat soa, who took part af the landisg ut Suvis Bay with the
| 1ot Merefords aa w bomb thrower, sow {n haxpital ot Malta with fromen feet o a rewuls of
the storm; ) Laves-Corpl H. Sallsbury, svond son, who swrved In the Dardenslios s
Brigade Majos's clerk, 100th Infaatry Brigade, now ot hote on sick furlovgh, after having

cuntrasted spteric and malaria forer st Savla Bay: (0 Dower V. J. Sallabury, seungetr son,
who Jeft Bngland a short thme ago with a drafe of the 3nd line A5.C, 34 Dividion, aow
sotving in Fgrpt,

1% Battalion

The Importance of ‘Palestine’.

The greater strategic area covers the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean coasts and the Red Sea, the
area had been (and still was in 1916 in many areas) part of the crumbling Turkish Ottoman Empire. It was
of great significance to Britain because of the Suez Canal and the important trade links to India and the
East. Also the increasing use of oil and the resources in the area were causing great interest amongst the
Western industrial countries. The area of Eastern Egypt (today Israel, Jordan and Syria) was generally
referred to as Palestine.

The land covered by this campaign varies in terms of landscape; the operationally important features were
the narrow coastal plain from the Suez Canal area stretching northwards past Gaza and Jaffa, and the
rocky heights of the two sides of the Jordan valley.

Egypt was occupied by British troops before the War, whilst Germany had been developing Turkey as an
ally. The Turkish army was led by German 'advisors', and Germany also tried to incite a Jihad (Muslim Holy
War) against the British forces - Turkey felt confident to resist the British. Britain set out only to defend
the Canal from the Turkish troops that were massed in Palestine and from late 1914 until mid-1915, the
British force stood on the defensive along the Suez Canal, facing Turkish and German/Turk-led Senussi
troops. Action was also necessary in West Egypt against a threat from Senussi Arabs.

With the failure of the Gallipoli campaign and pressure in Mesopotamia, the British needed to maintain
pressure on the Turks. With support from local Arabs (generally seeing an opportunity to free themselves
of the Ottoman empire), an opportunity seemed to be born for strategic success in Palestine which would
impact on the outcome of the war.



The Herefords

It was into this environment that the troops evacuated from Gallipoli found themselves; they were to be
retained in Egypt to form part of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF). However there was little
infrastructure and equipment to support them; the troops were generally debillitated and would take
time to be re-constituted into a capable fighting force.

The Battalion was billeted in a bare camp at Wardan, soon the military support system started to ‘kick in’

and supplies and reinforcements, both local and from UK soon started arriving and the military cogs
started to turn to restore military capability.

Comforts from home were much apprciated as indicated by a letter for the Commanding Officer published
in The Hereford Times:

THE 1t HEREFORDS.

MESSAGE FROM COLONEL DRAGE.

To the Fdiler of the Herclord Times,

Sir~T have just received a lotter from Colonel
Drage, C.O. 1st Herefords, in which he says:—
1 reccived 6 parcels on the 1ith December
and 3 parcels on the 24th December. Very
muny thauks for them; the latter three par.
cels came very opportunely, as the men bad
pothing to read.

It is very satisfactory to know that the papers
and mngazines are so much appreciated by the
1st Herefords, and I shall be very glad of fur.
ther subscriptions towards postage expenses, and |
more papers—especially looal papers. 1 bave
not had nearly as many of these sent in lately.—
Yours truly,

N. JACKSON-TAYLOR.
Bank Houss, Broad Street, Horeford,
January 18th, 1916

Tho following are ncknowledged with thanks:
Subscriptions from Mrs. Hancocks and Mrs.
Humfrys: papers, ete., from Mrs. Nichelson,
Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Crossthwaite, Mis [olloway,
Mrs. Nash, and Mrs. Roberts.

Contemporary Diaries/accounts tell the Battalion’s story and illustrate the personal challenges of recovery
from the trials of service at Suvla Bay, and the relative inactivity and opportunity for socialising and
‘tourism’. Whilst these accounts are both by Officers, things would have been similar (but on a less
expansive scale) for soldiers:



The Battalion War Diary:

Date Location

1-5 Jan Wardan Battalion commenced revising duties etc. Efforts made to re-clothe and re-equip men.

6 Jan Band Sgt Maj Millington and 22 men rejoined from hospital.

15 Jan 2Lt Porter rejoined from hospital

18 Jan Elementary training of Battalion continued. Inspection by General Dallas, commanding
53 Div. Battalion paraded 176 strong including 22 machine gunners.

22 Jan 780 RQMS Herbert promoted to Honorary Lieutenant and Quartermaster.

24 Jan Six men sent to base for discharge.

26 Jan Lt Sale and 2Lts Levason, Whittaker, Courts, Hopkins and Forrester returned to HQ,
joined Battalion HQ.

2Lt Parker

About the middle of January my temperature came down and after a bit | began solids and got as far as
the fish stage, when | had a relapse. The relapse only lasted about four or five days but it knocked me
about more than the original iliness. One RE Officer had two or three relapses (Pearson) and nearly pegged
out. | finally got on solids again but after each meal | used to blow up like a football and nearly got knocked
off grub again. At last | was allowed to sit up but | soon wanted to lie down again. The first effort towards
getting up was to hang your legs over the side of the bed which was a great effort. Next you were allowed
to rest your feet on the ground which gave me a sort of electric shock all through. However | was soon
able to walk a bit and the doctor turned his attention to my frost bitten feet. These had improved a lot by
lying up but it was very painful to walk as | had to have a couple of sticks. Percy Rogers came to see me a
good many times also Maurice Bennett. | was now having my meals downstairs and went out a bit at the
beginning of February but my ankles were so stiff and painful that | could not walk far.

The feeling of enteric is just as if you have ‘flu” coming on aching in the back and all the joints. Barker had
come into the ward as he got Enteric and was now up. [Medical] Board took place at the beginning of
February. Barker and | were put down for England — great excitement. The Board didn't even ask to see
us! On the 5" February the allotments for the boats came through and | was in it but old Barker wasn't
and will have to wait for the next boat.



Maj Green

2 Jan Went to Cairo on 48 hours leave. Stayed at Hotel Continental and went to museum.

3Jan Went to several mosques and the citadel, also round bazaars. Cold and wet.

4 Jan Motored out to Mena and saw The Pyramids and Sphinx; rather disappointing. Very cold. Met CO at
Shepherd’s Hotel and returned to camp in the evening.

5Jan Beastly dust storm blowing. Lewis and Whitehouse went on leave.

6 Jan More dust storm. Moved camp to area lately occupied by 159 Brigade. CO returned from leave.

10 Jan Brigade sports — great success. Pulled in Tug of War but were outed by 1/7 RWF. Regiment won race
and wrestling in.

12 Jan Went for a ride on Mabel with CO and Ashton.

14 Jan Started with Mess Contractor at dinner. Food rather cold; 10 in mess.

15 Jan Went to Cairo to draw pay. No money yet credited, so had fruitless journey. Met Holman and lunched
with him at Sports Club. Afterwards looked in at Aquarium and tea at Groppis. Home by 5pm train.
Recovered watch from watchmaker where it had been to be cleaned. Paulson in mess to dinner.

16 Jan Church Parade in morning. Very good address from padre on Faith. Caravan of about 100 camels arrived
in camp in evening.

17 Jan Moved camp once more to near old spot. Have a much narrower front. Was Brigade Field Officer on
duty and had to turn out all guards including one on Camel Lines. Letter from Do. Written on 3 Jan.
Rained.

18 Jan Registered letter posted Dec 5 at Selly Oak containing a cigarette case. Began series of lectures on
musketry by Whitehouse. Rained again.

19 Jan Inspection by Maj Gen Dallas, the new GOC, said he was a great believer in ‘spit and polish’.

20Jan Sat on Court Martial today. Very boring as the General was giving demonstrations on Field Firing, which
| hear was original and entertaining. Had paper with lan Hamilton’s despatch on landing at Suvla; we’re
thrilled to see the Regiment is mentioned.

21 Jan Beautiful day, hot sun and cool wind. Had parcel in crate from Ross with thick gloves etc. Also letter
from M. dated Jan 3, and registered letter from Do. Dated Jan 7 with refills for torch.

22 Jan Another gorgeous day but a cold wind. Cold at night and early morning severe. Went for a ride in
evening with CO and Ashton. The latter’s pony came down with him and | took a turn over the lot; no
harm done.

23 Jan Ashton and | went to Cairo for the day. Very nice. Had breakfast, lunch and tea at continentals and

strolls between whiles. Rained coming home, wet night.




24 Jan Dull day in all respects.

25Jan | A perfect beast of a day. Very wet in night and then wind rising to gale from the North. Dried things up
and then smothered everything in sand. Worst storm we have had so far. Played bridge in the evening.

26 Jan Dull day only excitement being arrival of new draft of officers as below: Lt R C Sale, 2Lts RWS Count,
WR Whittaker, HH Foster, CB Levason, A Hopkins.

27 Jan BGC inspected Battalion in marching order. New way of stowing blankets and WP sheets round pack.

28 Jan CO and Lewis went to Cairo for the day. Officers of 1/1% Herefords and Bde HQ played 1/6 RWF at
football and won 1 — 0; General played in goal.

29 Jan Box of cigarettes and tobacco from Singleton arrived at last; dated Nov 25. Nothing much happened.
Went for ride in the evening. Beautiful hot day. D’s no 19 letter arrived.

30Jan Another hot day, went to early service.

Casualties

The effects of the action at Suvla were still being felt.

Surname Forenames Rank Number | Date of Cause of | Place of | Hometown
Death Death Death

TYLER WILLIAM PTE/LCPL 426 05/01/16 | DOW EGYPT HEREFORD

OWEN GEORGE THOMAS PTE 2991 11/01/16 | Disease EGYPT KEMPTON

Men were being Medically boarded and evacuated to UK:

PTE. E. W. BEZANT HOME.

Pte. E. W. Bezant, 2136, 'C" Cumpany, st
Herefords, of 1, Portinnd Villa, Edgar Street,
Hereford, arrived home on Tuesday for a fow
days. Severul of the Herefords, who fared so

ibac”y in the storm on the peninsula are now
leaving the hospitals, Pte. Bezant waw at Malte

until after Chrstmas, and has sioce been in hos
pital at Eastleigh and Epsom. His brother
Pte. Anclie Bezant, was o member of a bomb

ng party who managed to o Ao the full
sverity of the starm, and he 5 pow in ancther
part of the war zone with the rewiment. Pte
| \_\' il Beflint s attached to the machine gun sec
ton,




8194 Pte R Evans (from Rhayader) evacuated to England suffering from ‘frost bite’, 17 January 1916. Pte
Evans had been evacuated from Suvla Bay 30 November suffering from exposure; he was to die ‘as a result

of service at Gallipoli’ in February 1918.
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Territorial Soldiers Terms and Conditions of service were, at this stage of the war, still being honoured.
Many soldiers became due for discharge as ‘Time Expired’ and elected to take their discharge. Many

returned to UK and after a period of ‘leave’ rejoined the forces.

1027 Pte GW Woodman of Upton Bishop was one such man. He had enlisted in February 1911 and
attended annual training. He had been wounded and evacuated, recovered and rejoined the Herefords

at Suvla Bay.
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2" Battalion

The 2" Bn was nowpart of Britain’s Home Defence forces; they were fully operational as part of 205 Bde,

68 Div. Some soldiers of the 2" (and probably the 3™ Bns) were feeling ‘victimised’ and the following
letter appeared in The Hereford Times:

-

2nd HEREFORDS.
To the Editor of the Hereford Times,

Sir,—Wo should like to point out through
tbom’:linmolyourpowthcammdoofme
Herefordshire towards the men of the
2/1st Lmpenal ice Battalion, Herefordshire
Regiment. When the men proceed on leave
thoy aro looked down upon, and also pestered
witgqmﬁoumch as, ** Why are you not gone.
to the front?” The men have all si an
undertaking to go whenever their country
noeds them, and the fact that they are still in
this country is certainly not fanlt of theirs,
We should like this lettor to be published, as
we think it is most unpatrictic of these goopl.
towards the men who bave left their homes
and all that is dear to them to serve their King
and

country,— Sir, ete,
Wa mnxv ATES.

From the War Diary:

1-31 Jan | Bedford NIL

Signed by: W B Wood Roe
Lt Col

Commanding 2/1% Herefordshire Regiment

The Bn took part in training exercises and other activities to maintain personal and military fitness. The
Division also had a new GOC.







.
N

- o
SR e

o’ v 1 grme,
YZ’-«N A 3 a—fv*“
PN > My -;&-'-’\-c

e

W

T RSP
« \c. 7

WY

AL v

: y “
Thueadt idng R R et
a8 B - nting.
| b
.

omeay e




The Bedford Corn Exchange, where during World War 2 The Glenn Miller Band played and are
commemorated.

3" Battalion

The 3™ Bn remained in Park Hall Camp Oswestry, carrying out a training and holding function. Training
new recruits and receiving troops who had been on sick leave and were returning to full fitness. The Bn
would then form up reinforcement drafts to be sent to the 1%t or 2" Bn, or other Regiments that needed
reinforcements.

Great efforts were clearly being made to build esprit de corps and to keep the men entertained.



1st HEREFORDS RETURN TO THE

A Home Service Detachment

A contingent of some 110 men of the lst Bat-
falion the Herefordshire meént, which has
been stationed near Bury St. unds for some
weeks,  retumed to the on Fndlr
ovening. The men counstitute a draft which
bas been from the lst Battalion to
the Resorve Battalion which is now etationed at
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The following is a list of 1°t Bn men identified as such on a 2" Bn nominal roll of November 1915.

1st Bn Men Drafted to 3rd Bn January 1916

737 Pte F Adams 1813 LCpl HS Kemp
3232 Pte A Anderson 1958 Pte H Lamputt
2988 Pte GA Ashmeade 276 Sgt AL Lewis
1923 Pte CH Baker 8233 Pte W) Lloyd

608 Sgt Wl Beddoes 1397 Pte T) Marle
1924 Pte LR Bedworth 1495 Pte T Matthews
1332 Pte W Bradley 1988 Pte CE Miles
1769 Pte JR Bridge 1523 Pte S Millichap
2013 Pte W Bright 971 Sgt W Mitchell
2552 Pte WB  Broom 1694 Pte AG Motley
1541 Pte T Brown 2967 Pte any Mutlow

1864 Pte AC Cale 1961 Pte E Napper



1195
1305

893
3224

625
2019
2303
2174
1353
2275
1109
1065
1950

186
8202
8104
8217
2934
3263
1435
2339
1321

118
1023
2201
1611
1054
3053
1544
2498
1103
3098

915
1758
2124
2347
8231
3108
1384
3229
8204

Pte
Pte
LCpl
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
LCpl
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Sgt
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
LCpl

WE

JG

Cambrey
Clifford
Collett
Colley
Cooper
Crump
Dance
Davies
Davies
Davies
Davies
Davies
Doyle
Evans
Evans
Evans
Evans
Faulkner
Finch
Gibbons
Gladwin
Goode
Grady
Green
Griffiths
Hales
Hall
Hankins
Hards
Herbert
Hodges
Hodgges
Holland
Holtham
Howells
Insall
James
James
Jones
Jones
Jones

838
2097
2309

1977
2651
3114
1890
1478
1952
2030
1551
2944
1620
1731
2259
1957
2079
1166
3240
1831
1806
1840

205
1751
1213
1696
1596
3928
8197
3275
2409
2448
1358
1394
3247
1623
8261

763
2918

Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
LCpl
Pte
Pte
LCpl
Pte
Pte
Cpl
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
Pte
LCpl
Dmr
Pte
LCpl
Pte
Pte
Pte

WH

WE

Nicholas
Nicholls
Noble
Pearson
Pilliner
Powell
Powell
Poyner
Preece
Price
Pritchard
Probert
Prosser
Reece
Reynolds
Reynolds
Richardson
Savage
Skyrme
Smith
Smith
Stephens
Sturge
Tudor
Turner
Walding
Waterhouse
Watkins
Weaver
Weaver
Webb
Whitcombe
Whitta
Wilkins
Williams
Williams
Williams
Williams
Williams
Wolstenholme



Egypt.

He was now fully recovered and would lead a

Captain Ernest A Capel, who had been wounded
at Suvla Bay and evacuated to England
reinforcement draft of men to join the 1 Bn in
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SERGEANTS.

Jrd HEREFORDS,
—&
CONCERT GIVEN BY THE
FOOTBALL CONTEST.



RSM Alford - Born How Caple 1870 died 12

Feb 1963. Served KSLI retired as Colour

Serjeant 1909.




