
THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT 

 

Their First World War ‘Story’ – November 1916  

 

The ‘Bigger’ Picture 

 
The Home Front 
 

- Merchant ship losses in the month were the second highest of the war; the impact on the home front 
increases. 
- Second German naval raid on Lowestoft  

- German airship raid on East coast of England: airship L-34 destroyed by aeroplane off Hartlepool, and L-21 
destroyed by aeroplane off Yarmouth. 

 - First German daylight single aeroplane raid on London. 

- Admiral Sir David Beatty appointed to succeed Admiral Sir John Jellicoe as Commander-in-Chief, Grand 
Fleet. 

- Rotherwas Munitions factory opened in Hereford, the first lyddite shell leaving the factory on 11 November. 
 

Diplomatic 
 

- Germany and Austria proclaim an ‘Independent State of Poland’ 

- Herr von Jagow, German Foreign Minister, resigns; Dr Artur Zimmermann appointed. 

- Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria dies. Archduke Karl succeeds to the throne.  

- Mr. Wilson re-elected President of the United States. 

- Inter-Allied Conference held in Paris to discuss: (a) the relations between Governments and Staffs; (b) policy 
and strategy; (c) Greece; (d) Poland. 

- Entente Governments demand dismissal of Ministers of Central Powers at Athens and surrender of Greek 
military material 

- Greek Provisional Government (M. Venizelos) at Salonika declares war on Germany and Bulgaria 

-  Russian Premier and Foreign Minister, resigns. 

 

The Western Front  
 

Battles on the Somme continue until 18 November when the Battle officially ends. 

 Beaumont-Hamel stormed 

  

Battle of Verdun continues: 

 French offensive battle and capture of Fort Vaux  

  

Other Fronts  

 

EASTERN FRONT 

 

RUMANIA 



 - Battle of Targa-Jiu 

 - Craiova taken by German forces 
 

BALKAN FRONT 

 - Monastir (Serbia) captured by Allied forces 

  - Mackensen's army effects passage of the Danube at Islaz and Simnitza. 

 

GREECE 

 - Allied forces landed at the Piraeus 

 

HUNGARY 

 - Orsova taken by Austro-German forces 

 

EGYPT/WESTERN DESERT 

 - British advance into Sinai begins  

 - SUDAN 

   - Affair of Gyuba (Darfur). Forces of Ali Dinar, ex-Sultan defeated by Sudan force. Ali Dinar killed. 

 

ARABIA 

 - Coronation of the "King of the Arabs" at Mecca 

 

PERSIA 

 - Shiraz (South Persia) occupied by British forces. 

 

INDIA 

 - Third Affair of Hafiz Kor (North-West Frontier of India). 
   

At Sea 

 

 - German commerce raider Seeadler leaves Germany.  

 - German raider Moewe sails from Kiel on second cruise 

 

U Boat Warfare 

- French battleship Suffren sunk by submarine in the Bay of Biscay.  

- British hospital ship Braemar Castle damaged and beached in Aegean 

- British hospital ship Britannic sunk by mine in Aegean Sea.  

 



 
HS Britannic with HS Galeka alongside 

 

MERCHANT SHIPPING 

 

British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month - 189 ships 
of 329,000  tons gross.  
 

 
 

 

In The Air 
 

- The German air force established as a separate branch of the German army 
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The ‘Herefords’ 

 

Casualties 

 

The Herefords, as such suffered no casualties, but Herefordshire Regimental soldiers who had transferred to 

other units did become casualties. Many of these were attached to the 11 Border Regt and their account is 

covered in a separate website post. Other casualties were: 

 

NAME 
 

RANK NO DATE SERVING WITH WHERE HOMETOWN 

Weale William Pte 2325 30 Nov 1916 Gloucestershire Regt France Orcop 

Vowles Edward Pte 1937 21 Nov 1916 South Wales Border France Newport, 
Shropshire 

  

This list does not claim to be exhaustive. 

 

The London Gazette 

 

Honours & Awards  

 

Publication 

Date 
  Detail 

 

25/11/1916 Capel  Ernest Amplett Military Cross 

 
 

Promotions & Appointments (extracts from the London Gazette) 

 

Publication 

Date 
  Detail 

Effective 

Date 
Remarks 

02/11/1916 Pateshall HEP to be major E Yorks Regt 08/01/16   

09/11/1916 Barnsley Harry P to be lieutenant and adjutant 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Beakbane Charles F to be lieutenant 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Berkeley Woolstan E To be second lieutenant 10/11/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Bickham Harry SH To be second lieutenant 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn; 

2Lt HRVC 

09/11/1916 Brook Thomas A to be lieutenant 10/11/16 Volunteer Bn 

13/11/1916 Cope RPH relinquishes commission 14/11/16 Provisional Bn; 

ill health 

09/11/1916 Drennan William St G to be captain 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Edwards John To be second lieutenant 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 



09/11/1916 Ellwood William M to be lieutenant 10/11/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Foster Henry K To be second lieutenant 10/11/16 Volunteer Bn 

16/11/1916 Fuller Frank To be second lieutenant 25/10/16   

10/11/1916 Gurney RG to be captain 01/09/16   

09/11/1916 Hammonds Henry J to be lieutenant 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Harding John R to be lieutenant 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Harvey Charles H To be second lieutenant 10/11/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Holloway George to be Hon lieutenant and 
quartermaster 

01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Holt-Needham Oliver H to be lieutenant 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn; 

03/11/1916 Jackson-Taylor PS Appointed Flying Officer 
Observer RFC 

14/10/16   

07/11/1916 Lewis CJ restored to establishment 27/10/16 Provisional Bn 

09/11/1916 Lewis Andrew To be second lieutenant 10/11/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Meats Thomas W to be captain 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

08/11/1916 Morant Rowland H amendment to 10 Oct entry 28/09/16 CO of Volunteer 

Regt 

09/11/1916 Morton Godfrey M to be lieutenant 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

04/11/1916 Ray Cecil To be second lieutenant 25/10/16   

09/11/1916 Rowden Arthur R to be captain 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Smith Charles T to be lieutenant 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Thynne Geoffrey AC to be captain 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

09/11/1916 Woodhouse-
Smith 

John W To be second lieutenant 01/09/16 Volunteer Bn 

 

The redesignation of the Volunteer Training Reserve as the Reserve Battalion Herefordshire Regiment is 

recognised by the granting of the King’s Commission to its officers as included in the London Gazette. 

 

 

HEREFORD 

 

Depot functions continue. 

 

Enlistment procedures had changed and there are no direct recruits to the Herefordshire Regiment recorded 

for November 1916. Hereford became the 233 Territorial Force Depot as indicated on Pte Briscoe’s 

enlistment documentation. 

 



 



 

And some of those discharged were: 

 

NAME INIT RANK NO1 TERM HOMETOWN Notes 

CHESTERMAN ARTHUR EDGAR PTE 1963 xvi WYEBRIDGE Served Suvla Bay 

COLBURN PERCY GARFIELD PTE 3235   HOW CAPLE   

DAVIES THOMAS PTE 5413 xvi L Dewchurch   

DAVIES JAMES PTE         

DAVIES WILLIAM ALFRED PTE 2793 2B   Served Suvla Bay 

GWILLIAM JOHN LCPL 6311   MORDIFORD  Supplementary Coy 

ILLMAN THOMAS ROLFE PTE 1747 xvi   Served Suvla Bay 

JONES EDGAR PTE 868 xvi TARRINGTON Served Suvla Bay 

JONES FRANCIS H RQMS 2666 xvi    

MORGAN ARTHUR PTE/SGT 1736 xvi ROSS Served Suvla Bay 

PEGG JOHN PTE 3544 xvi BISHOPS 
FROME 

 Supplementary Coy 

ROBERTS ERNEST JOHN PTE 3428 xvi Hereford  Supplementary Coy 

RUTLAND ALEXANDER PTE   xvi     

THOMAS MORRIS PTE 8223 timex LLANDRINDOD Served Suvla Bay 

WOODHALL J PTE 3550   HEREFORD  Supplementary Coy 

xvi - unfit through either wounds or sickness 

iiicc - unlikely to become an efficient soldier 

timex - Territorial soldier whose time of commitment has expired. 

 

6311 LCpl J Gwilliam was an ex regular soldier (12 years with South Wales Borderers) and had served in India 

and Burma. His stated age was 51 years on enlistment, in 1916 he appears to be 59 – is this a case of taking 

years off his age to enlist! He had joined the supplementary Company of the Herefords in May 1915. He was 

employed as a Prisoner of War guard on the Isle of Man when he was discharged with Chronic Bronchitis. 

 

3544 Pte J Pegg was another old soldier who had served in India and South Africa with the Royal Artillery and 

was employed with the Supernumary Company; he was discharged as no longer fit for military service. 

 

Ptes 3428 EJ Roberts and 3550 J Woodhall were also old soldiers in the Supplementary Company and were 

dischargesd as no longer fit for service. 

 

868 Pte E Jones was wounded at Suvla Bay and was discharged as a result of wounds at the end of his period 

of engagement. 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

The Volunteer Bn (Hereford - formerly the Volunteer Training Corps (VTC)) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

1st Battalion 

 

The 1st Bn continued to serve in Eastern Egypt on the banks of the Suez Canal. They were out of action and 

had a relatively quiet time in the first part of the month. Towards the end of the month they moved location 

in support of the British advance into the Sinai.  

 

The 53rd Div reorganised on a ‘camel transport’ basis and it is assumed the Herefords received transport 

camels. For an infantry battalion there were: 12 horses (riding), 29 pack mules and 110 camels; the camels 

had 36 native drivers. 

 

Date Location Detail 

1 Nov  El Ferdan Training and work on posts. All Saints Day, memorial service for men of Division who were 

killed, died of disease etc in this war. 

2 Nov   Battalion exercise to Sand Dune 45, sheet 003, 1:40,000 B32. The heaviest possible going 

was purposely chosen. Owing to the very slow pace little fatigue was felt. 

6 Nov   New routine introduced; 3 days work on defences and 3 days training; 1 brigade, 1 

battalion and 1 company on workdays: companies have cold lunch sent out saving 

considerable time in walking to and from posts. 



9 Nov   Brigade exercises. 1/5 RWF, ourselves, CO Lt Col C S Rome, company of 1/7 RWF, CO Lt 

Col Harker; the exercise was hampered considerably because of fog. 

15 Nov   Battalion moved across canal to West Bank; move continued all day. 1/7 Essex Regiment 

arrived about 8pm and proceeded to make camp. 

17 Nov   2Lt Reeve to Alexandria to join RFC on probation. Battalion route march to Ballah; first 

road march for some time. 

23 Nov   Following reversions and promotions appeared: 

    ACapt W L Carver to be Lt 

    Lt F H Trumper to be Capt 

    Lt C J Pilkington to be Capt 

 

 



 

Maj ALB Green 

Date Location Detail 

1 Nov   All Saints Day. Early service and memorial service at 5pm. Pateshall, Lewis, 

Bennett and Caddick to dinner from Tomailia. Boxing after dinner. 

2 Nov   Battalion exercise – route march in echelon South of Ferdan, East Bank. Weather 

shows sign of breaking – heavy lightening at night. 

3 Nov   2 BWIR marched through Ferdan en route for Ballah. Lt Col Poe and 3 officers to 

lunch. Ashton went to Port Said. BGC visited works. Paulson returned from 

hospital. More lightening, gusty winds, colder. 

4 Nov   Battalion exercise – advanced in echelon in direction of Nir El Uruk. Some rain 

heavy thunder clouds about. 

5 Nov   A year today since I sailed from Devonport. Usual Sunday routine. 

6 Nov   Began new routine of working 0830 to 2.30 with 1 hour for lunch. ? to hospital 

thank goodness. 

7 Nov   Brig Gen Doddington, 161 Brigade came to see line showed him round 

bridgehead line. 

8 Nov   Maj Gen Dobell, GOC Eastern Force came round sub section. Met him by 

bridgehead where he inspected 1/5 RWF camp. He then drove up to ours and 

said he would come again another time. 

9 Nov   Brigade exercise. Quite interesting but protracted owing to fog. Got back to 

camp about 1300. 

10 Nov   Inspected our new camp area on West Bank. Very foul and inconvenient. Darned 

nuisance having to change over. In evening rode out to prospect for Battalion ex 

tomorrow. Got the horses badly bogged – had to send groom for help to 

transport and ultimately got them out. Tate came to dinner. 

11 Nov   Battalion ex – quite interesting and instructive. Dined with 1/5 RWF in evening. 

12 Nov   Church parade as usual. 

13 Nov   Started a party over canal to lay out new area and sent over some of the heavy 

baggage. 

14 Nov   Witnessed artillery practice with aeroplane spotting. BGC came in evening, told 

us we were moving tomorrow. Hopkins returned. Mail in – letter from Do and 

Pater. 

15 Nov   Moved camp to West Bank. Very windy and quite an uncomfortable day. 1/7 

Essex came in to our old area in the evening. 

16 Nov   Spent the day cleaning up and getting straight. 

17 Nov   Coy training. Conference with BGC in evening. 

18 Nov   Battalion route march to Ballah. 

19 Nov   Brigade Church parade – not a great success. 

20 Nov   Coy training. 

21 Nov   Battalion ex. 

22 Nov   Brigade ex. Long morning – advanced with advanced guard and flank guards out. 

23 Nov   Battalion ex with 1/6 RWF. 



24 Nov   Brigade ex – the attack. Very hot and long. My leave approved. Hope the CO 

comes back up to time. 

25 Nov   Coy training. Hear the hut coming out. 

26 Nov   Transport inspected by ADST who seemed very pleased. Ashton and Sale on 

leave. 

27 Nov   Battalion and transport inspected by Maj Gen Dallas. A & B Coys inspected in 

Coy Drill and training. C & D in musketry and field firing. Not so offensive as 

usual. 

28 Nov   Great strafe over organising and packing camel transport. Brigade night ops 

postponed. 

29 Nov   Coy training and loading camels in afternoon. CO and Evelyn due back from 

leave – didn’t return. 

30 Nov   Spent entire morning loading camel transport under supervision of Gen Dallas. 

Rather a heating morning. Finished up by taking Battalion with camel transport 

short march over desert. 

 

3820 Pte L Griffiths 

 

 
 



Many men took the opportunity to visit some of the local towns and have their photographs taken. 

 

 
 



 
 
  

1593 CQMS JF Harris ‘Leonard & Joseph’ surnames unknown 
 

The following article appeared in the Hwereford Times and gives some idea of what the soldiers were 

enduring: 

 



 

 
 

 

 

A UK leave (furlough) scheme was also in place, where soldiers returned to the UK for 5 weeks leave – as 

can be seen from the personal documents of 1729 Pte CC Jarvis. 

 



 
 

2nd Battalion 

 

The second battalion remained in Lowestoft as part of 205th Bde in 68 Div. 

 

Reserve Battalion  (formerly 3 Bn – Oswestry) 

 

The routine of the Reserve Bn with training (of recruits and trained soldiers) and soldiers going on leave and 

returning from leave and covalescence continued. 

 

The Hereford Times includes an account of the Battalion’s social activities: 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 


