THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT

Their First World War ‘Story’ — October 1916

The ‘Bigger’ Picture

The Home Front

- Ship losses are at the highest since the war began; the impact continues to be felt.

Diplomatic

- Greek Cabinet resign, Venizelos arrives at Salonika, Professor Lambros forms new Ministry.

- Entente Governments send ultimatum to Greek Government demanding surrender of the Greek
fleet; Greek Government accept Entente demands.

- Anglo-French Conference held at Calais to discuss Greek participation in the war.
- Count Sturgkh, Austrian Premier, murdered.

- Lt Gen von Stein succeeds Lt Gen Wild von Hohenborn as German Minister for War.
- Dr von Korber appointed Austrian Premier.
- Sherif of Mecca proclaimed ‘King of the Arabs’.

The Western Front

Battles on the Somme continue:
- Battle of Transloy Ridges
- Battle of Ancre Heights

Battle of Verdun continues
- First French Offensive. Fort Douaumont recaptured.

Other Fronts

EASTERN FRONT

RUMANIA

- Transylvanian frontier of Rumania crossed by German forces

- Battle of Brasov - Transylvania

BALKAN FRONT

- Battle of Cerna and Monastir begins



- Constanza (Dobrudja) captured by German and Bulgarian forces

- Cernavoda (Dobrudja) captured by Bulgarian forces

ITALIAN FRONT

- Eighth and Ninth Battle of the Isonzo

EGYPT/WESTERN DESERT

- Affairs in the Dakhla Oasis (West Egypt)

At Sea

- British hospital ship Galeka totally wrecked by mine off Havre.
- First German destroyer raid in Dover Straits

U Boat Warfare

- German submarine U53 (below) captures and destroys five ships outside Newport, Rhode Island,
USA.

- Norwegian Government issue orders prohibiting belligerent submarines from using Norwegian
territorial waters


http://www.naval-history.net/PhotoWW1-12ssGerU531PS.jpg

BLACK SEA

- Russian battleship Imperatritsa Mariya destroyed by internal explosion at Sevastopol.

MERCHANT SHIPPING

British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month - 201 ships
of 352,000 tons gross.

Merchant Shipping Losses 1914-18 (,000 tons)
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In The Air

- German airship L31 destroyed by aeroplane at Potter's Bar, near London

The ‘Herefords’

Casualties

NAME INIT RANK NO Bn | Coy | DATE HOW | WHERE | HOMETOWN Notes
(Serving with)

Pritchard James Pte 4631 | Res 9/10/1916 Died UK Leominster Aged 24 Buried
Oswestry




The London Gazette

Honours & Awards

Tragic Death of a Leominster Soldier

MEN OF LAST DRAFT IN FRANCE.

Quite 4 sepsation was caused in '|~ l.ru‘n'u
Herefords, camp on Monday by the tiagic death
of, Pte. 'J. Pritchard (Leominstér), who was
found in bed at revealle with his throst cat, For
some time pow hia health had not been good, but
o always tved to Jook on the brizhn side of
things. Heo was 41'«-4.. ed in a state of uncon
sciousness by his comrades, and although Major
MoMulan was soon on the scene Pritchard was
dead before his arrival. He was very pe spular
with the men of his company, and his death cast
quite a cloud over the whole ¢ ymy.

At the ingquest, when the ciroumstances of the
death were m\cng‘.lvd. a verdict of “bux\mo
whilst temporarily insane '" waa returned. The
funeral t«wﬁ place at Oswestry an Thuradasy, the
band of the Regiment and 3 firing party "being
present.

NIL

Promotions & Appointments (extracts from the London Gazette)

Publication ) Effective
b Detail e Remarks
28/10/1916 | Bellamy H to be lieutenant 12/10/16
03/10/1916 | Carden JHM to be lieutenant 04/10/16
28/10/1916 | Jackson-Tayler PS to be lieutenant 03/03/16
10/10/1916 | Kenion TD to be captain 20/09/16
05/10/1916 | Lewis Arthur M To be second lieutenant
10/10/1916 | Morant Rowland H to be captain and adjutant Volunteer Regt
07/10/1916 | Phillips LB seconded to RE 12/08/16
10/10/1916 | Phillips LB to be lieutenant with RE 12/08/16
10/10/1916 | Phillips SRE to be captain 20/09/16
11/10/1916 | Ragg ™ relinquishes commission 12/10/16 | ill health
13/10/1916 | Sale RC to be captain and company comd | 21/08/16
03/10/1916 | Smith MV to be major 04/10/16
28/10/1916 | White SEC to be lieutenant 12/10/16
23/10/1916 | Whitehouse AGR seconded for special duty 15/08/16
26/10/1916 | Whitehouse AGR relinquishes rank of captain 15/08/16
23/10/1916 | Whitehouse Augustin GR | seconded for special duty 15/08/16




The “ London Gazette ” on Wednesda
announced the following: * }Imto{dgih“g:
Regt.: Lt. T. M. Ragg relinguishes his com.
mission on account of ill-health (12th
October, 1016)."" This young officer is a son
of the Rev. Preb, Murray-Ragg, forwerly head-
master of Hereford Cathedral School and now
vicar of Tenbury. He joined socon after the
:::'bmakm ?‘f) u::f‘nl‘ndmreuacd his commission
of tha ame regiment, Captain értfommggr Of!zife:

nephew of Preb. Murray Ragg. _

HEREFORD
Depot functions continue.

Some of those recorded enlistments were:

NAME INIT RANK | NO1 No2 Remarks
EDWARDS JOHN PTE 237161

FOSTER ALBERT PTE 5605 237162

HOFF RONALD Wm PTE 5595 Leominster
SHOAT GEORGE ARTHUR PTE 238484

HOPWOOD GEORGE PTE 237210

HOLT HARRY PTE 206919

BAXENDALE P PTE 237234

CLARKSON JAMES PTE 237232

GENT WILLIAM PTE 237231

VOCE ARTHUR PTE 237244

CHILWELL NP PTE 238295

COOK EDWARD PTE 3997 | 236549

COOK JAMES PTE 237260

GENT THOMAS PTE 5724

DOWLING JOHN FRANCIS PTE 237581
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{WW SHORT SERVICE. : Card No.
o c _ (For the Duration of the War, with the Colours and in the Army Reserve). _3’8"//-

ST I 0 N OF . A
No. 83¢ fName Corps__ MEREFOBDSHIRE REGIMEA!
Questlons to be put to the @4 i
. What is your Name? ... W

2. What is your full Adllre-l o oo e

i

3. Are you a British Subject? ...
4. What is your Age? oee: oo
5. What is your Trade or Calling¥... oa e

6. Are you Married? o Thhoe oo fu T

7. Have you ever served in any branch of HisMnjesty's | _
Forces, naval or military, if so®, which ¢

8. n.tobo' inated or re inated ¥ ...
9, ing to be enlisted for General Service ?

10. Didycm reccive a Notice, and do you understand its 10,
meaning, and who.gave it to youl e

11. Are you willing to serve upon the following conditions provided His Majesty should so long
require your services ?
For the duration of the War, at the end of which you will be dinclmrg»d with all convenient
speed. You will be required to serve for one day with the Colours and the remainder of the
period in the Army Rescrve, in accordance with the provisions of the Royal Warrant dated r 14 A
20th Oct., 1915, until such time as you may be called up by order of the Army Council. If i gl b ey
em]»|0\'od with llonlnhls, depots of Mounted Units, or as a Clerk, ete., you may be retained
after the termination of hostilities until your services can be vqmrod but such retention
-hx\:},m'}m case exceed six months.
a4

1, 1 M {MLGM« MM— do solemnly dﬂlme that the above auswers made by me to
the above questions are true, and that I am wﬂlm fullil the engagements made.

M%‘ZZ@ ,% SIGNATURE OF RECRUIT.
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( (?THZ) BE 'I‘Alﬁ I?Z(ECI{UIT ON ATTESTATION.
( m"j A é f swear by Almighty God, that

I mll be fuitbful and bear true Allegiance to His MKjbity King George the Fifth, His Heirs, and Successors, and
that I will, as in duty bound, honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs, nnd Successors, in Person, Crown,
and I)lgm(y ainst all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, and of the
Generals and Officers set over me. So help me God.

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER.

The Recruit above named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above questions he
would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act.

The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence, (

I have taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each question has be uly entered as )
replied to, and %.li\id ruit has made and signed the declaration and taken the before me lt(z L onua ¢ |
on this —day of O g wl(. / //// . i
< Signature of the Justice zt -

T

X S

t Certificate of Approving Officer.

I certify that this Attestation of the above-named Recruit is correct, and properly, ﬁlleq’p, and that tho requirod
forms appear to have been complied with. I accordingly approve, and appoint him to the § /=
If enlisted by special a;?omy, Army Form B, 20 § other authority for the enlistment) wlll be attnohed to the

original pttestatign. ’ .
n«m_&&k_ﬂ_mé < 4&2‘4
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1 The signature of dnAp’noving Officer is to be affixed in the presence of the Recruit,
$ Here insert the “ Corps” for which the Recruit has been enlisted.

© If wo, the Recruit is to be asked the particulars of his former service, and to produce, HMNA&MMEUWMMM“&-
acter, which should be returned to him conspicuously endorsedsin red red ink, as follows, vh—(N
ro-enlisted in the (Reg on the (Date) &
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And some of those discharged were:

NAME INIT RANK NO1 TERM HOMETOWN Notes
BOWEN PRYCE THOMAS PTE 3796 XVi Presteigne d 20/12/1917
CLARKE JOHN PTE 3498 XVi
HARBOURNE HARRY PTE/ACPL 1659 XVi ROSS Served Suvla Bay
JAUNCEY HENRY GEORGE PTE 4370 XVi Fownhope
LAWRENCE WILLIAM PTE 3707 i BYFORD
COMMON
MAYO JAMES PTE 2075 i Ross
POULTON WILLIAM HENRY PTE 4720 XVi CANON PYON
PREECE JOHN ALBERT PTE 4821 XVi Hereford
ROWLANDS THOMAS PTE 3489 2B Il health
TAYLOR LEONARD PTE 2379 XVi UPTON BISHOP Served Suvla Bay -
wounds wounded left arm.

xvi — unfit through either wounds or sickness

iiicc — unlikely to become an efficient soldier
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The Volunteer Bn (Hereford - formerly the Volunteer Training Corps (VTC))

usnerongs:m VOLUNTEER
EGIM

ENT.
v er——
The Volunteer Bn continued to undertake duties as AR comnany ;
can be seen from A (Hereford) Coy orders as ORDERS FOR WEEK ENDING OCT. 254
published in the Hereford Times. u&-‘ tﬁ:’m::z"zxm- 1 Pﬁjﬂ%mn:‘ﬂ f\“:

1 Platoon will furnish 1 N.C.0. and 10 men to
parade at Drill Hall, st 7.30 a.m, This party
will dixmiss at 1230 p.m. Tho remaitder of the
guard wil mount at 10 wan.  Orderly oflicer ;
Phatoon Commander H. Hammonds, Great
1'01;‘1 will be asved from Armoury, 7 to 8 pon,,
13t

2. Slondny —AL 7.50 pom., bug.o baod, Dail

Hall,
3. T —At 715 pm., mtuit dzm
Drill Hall. | For duty g Sec. Comdr, Ww. #

1 \\'cdmdaﬁnlé\t 745 pan, N co..du-

stroction, !
5 Thumday,~—From 730 pm, to 9 p-m Ly Fee
cl.'rl:n: class n‘v"no}m« maoge. For duty:
Matoon w
6. Friday —A”b&m mmdrﬁ! Drill
Hall. For dng Cal-
dicott. At 7 g Ac. 7.3
pom, dram and !(‘_e pr ..30 o 430!‘;& i
7. Saturdsy.—~From
uc«-“ou }lo!{b'r range. For duty: Sec, Comdr.
oot
L il P e
rds inst.
Wil :be  dutachted by, N 2 Plioce to Jursih
the advance gn nt 730 a.m.
Ordcrk oﬂeer xvm o:ndr . K. Foster.
Piatoos  Cammandets furnian o
miul mllotNCO 'z and m. roting those
that are attested and otherwso by the 21t inet.
10.  The fsllowing reciuits ars now ted as
stated :—No. 2 Platoon : Ptex, Mills, F., Silver-
thorne, E. H., Watt, A, and Owen, A. J. No.
6 Plataon : Pres. Bayls, A, Biges, G, L., Chal-
l}. ‘Rufba D., Jam Al Jenum, S. C.,
IJM' \luon. H, Powu-n. G.. Bae, Dr.
A. J., Smith, G., and \\dl’vn- W.oR.
N (Simdlﬂ llA\ MORANT, Cornmandant
Cammanding “*A* Cay.. H.V.D,

15t Battalion

The 1% Bn continued to serve in Eastern Egypt on the banks of the Suez Canal. They were out of action and
had a relatively quiet time in the month of October. Many men took the opportunity to visit some of the local
towns and have their photographs taken.

Date Location Detail

1 Oct Sunday; received information that 2Lt GP Lloyd had been admitted to hospital from Sidi
Bshr seaside camp 19/9/16.

2 Oct El Ferdan Capt E A Capel to HQ, C sub section to understudy brigade major.

Training in morning and 2 hours work on defences in afternoon.

3 Oct Routine altered; work on defences 0630 — 1000 owing to great amount of work to be

done commenced strutting all works with heavy timbers (4” x 4”).




4 Oct Battalion route march on good roads towards Barrah; no falling out. Following
promotions published in orders:

Lt W L Carver to be captain — 28/7/16
Lt R C Sale to be captain —21/8/16

5 Oct Work & Training

6 Oct Work & Training; 2Lt Haymes rejoined from hospital lately attached to % Welsh.

7 Oct Work & Training

8 Oct Sunday Capt WL Carver and 2Lt E Wilmott rejoined from leave in England.

9 Oct Work & Training

10 Oct Work & Training

11 Oct Work & Training

12 Oct Work & Training 2Lt WF Chipp rejoined HQ from hospital

13 Oct Work & Training

14 Oct Work & Training

15 Oct Sunday Lt Col Drage and Lt FHL Evelyn left for Port Said on 5 weeks leave to England.

16 Oct Work & Trining. Lt FA Trumper transferred to C Coy to command. Received information of
the following honours and awards:

Military Cross
Capt E A Capel
Temp Capt M Somerville RAMC
Mention in Gen Sir A Murray’s Despatches dated 30/6/16
Capt ET P Rogers
780 RQMS S E Herbert

17 Oct Work & Training

18 Oct Work & Training

19 Oct Work & Training Capt WL Carver to hospital

20 Oct Work & Training

21 Oct Work & Training

22 Oct Sunday. Rode round bridgehead defences with GOC subsection.

23 Oct Work & Training. C Coy began musketry. Inspection of subsection by CinC. The General dis
not inspect posts North of Road on which the Bn works. The camp was inspected and
gave satisfaction.

New routine instituted: later reveille and work from 0830 — 1130, as it is now not so hot
to work at any time. Bn parade and training at 1545.

24 Oct Work & Training

25 Oct Work & Training. Lt Col Drage and Lt Evelyn sailed for England.

26 Oct Work & Training. Capt AGR Whitehouse rejoined HQ from hospital and duty at Base.

27 Oct Wok & Training. Capt Somerville RAMC rejoined 3 Welsh Fd Amb and Capt Park TAMC
taken on strength.

28 Oct Work * Training. Capt A V Holman to hospital. Lt FA Trumper returned to B Coy to
command. “Lt Wimott transferred to C Coy to command.

29 Oct Sunday

30 Oct Work & Training

31 Oct Work & Training
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2Lt Parker

1st October
Had to get up at 4. Heard gunfire. Tea at 4.45 & I moved off at 5.with Horth and four other ranks. Transfer

from Ferdon at 6.05 arrived Zeitoun at 10.30 Went into Cairo after lunch took a Garrt Drat to the Citadel,
took two photos, had a haircut and drink at Shepherd's Hotel

2nd October, Monday
Started work today. Parade 6.30-8.30, 10 -1, 2.30 - 4.30. Jolly hard work. Wrote notes at night going



to bed at 10.45.

Oct3
Same hard work as yesterday. Mail but none for me. Wrote a few lines to Mother. Bryant, our
orderly, took my films down to Cairo. Wrote notes till 11.45.

Oct 4th
Work all day getting tobed at 11.30

Oct 5th
Work all day. Received some mail several letters - one from Madeleine Bed at midnight

Oct 6™
Work all day Musketry oral exams in afternoon. I got 88%. Another mail for me.

Oct7th

Written exam today on which I got 86 %. Went down town with Horth in afternoon and out by Garry to
the Zoo, which I enjoyed immensely. Took some photos -back to "Groppies" for tea, where we met Capt
Whitehouse and had a long chat with him, beat him at Pills at the Continental. Later we had dinner at
Saults and then went to the Casino de Paris. Back by train at midnight.

Oct 8th

Church parade at 8.30 and then Horth and I went down town. Previously wrote to Father and sent him
some of my first snaps. Called and saw Hopkins at the Anglo American Hospital. Had lunch there then
on to the pyramids at Giza. Took some photos. Groppies for tea and dinner at Saults and then went to a
review at ???. Back by tram to Heliopolis.

Oct 9th
Work all day. Drew some money and paid the mess.

Alhambra at 9.15 very moderate show. I find that the date we landed here was 13th July and we were inoculated
for paratyphoid the following day. On 17th [ was transferred temporally to the 11th division, who were reforming
preparatory to moving to France & had command of one of the brigades consisting of Lincolns, Sherwood Forresters
etc. in fact the same brigade that took over our camp on Karacol Dagh on Suvla. They were an awful crowd. I
returned to the 53rd on 21st.

Notes

These are extracts from the diary of Philip Parker from 1915 to , unfortunately the diary relating to Palestine
was lost at the first battle of Gaza in which he was seriously wounded and not expected to survive, and his
left elbow was only later given attention.

Maj ALB Green
Date Location Detail
1 Oct Church parade, afterwards had slackish day. Small mail in.
2 Oct Big mail in. Letters from Do and the pater also parcels from former and my
leggings from Hill. Capel went to sub section HQ to understudy Brigade major.
Harker returned.




3 Oct Long day. On range from 6 — 10 and on Board of Engineers from 11 — 5 with one
hour interval for lunch.

4 Oct Finished musketry.

5 Oct Paterhall and Lewis motored over to breakfast. P full of his trip home. Dutch
submarine passed down canal.

6 Oct Divisional band played during Mess. Kempron to dinner. OS.

7 Oct General inspected B Coy.

8 Oct Church parades and mess bills occupied all day.

9 Oct Went on 3 days leave to Port said. Was to have met Lewis but he was unable to
get off. Came across Bensly of the BWI so had someone to talk to.

10 Oct Did much shopping. Met Lt Col Bouker of the Essex staying at Casino and waiting
for a passage home. Strolled about and went to the club.

11 Oct Finished off my shopping commission and generally loafed around. Met Worral
of the Essex RHA our FOO at No 7A Romani, come in to draw pay and staying
night. Dined with him in the evening.

12 Oct Letters forwarded from Dr Kingston and Bennett. Returned to Ferdan and found
the CO had gone to Cairo by the afternoon train to see about a passage home.

13 Oct Rode around bridgehead defences with Ashton.

14 Oct CO returned in afternoon having got no satisfaction re passage, a bit grumpy.
Went round Ridnit in morning.

15 Oct Church parade in morning. CO left for Port Said in afternoon to try and board
P&O going home Wednesday. Evelyn whose leave came through just in time
went off. Heard that Capel and Somerville (our MO) have both got Military Cross
for Romani — well deserved.

16 Oct Very foggy in morning till nearly 8 o clock, rode round posts. Capel, Hulton and
Porter came to dinner and we drank the formers health. Fog came up again at
night.

17 Oct Rode round works

18 Oct Rode round works.

19 Oct Went up to rifle range to see B Coy at musketry. Dined with Marshall of the
Scottish Horse, the port adjutant.

20 Oct Round works.

21 Oct Tested A & B Coys sniper rifles.

22 Oct Church parade. Rode round bridgehead defences with BGC in afternoon. Lewis
came to lunch.

23 Oct CinCinspected C Sub Section, inspected our camp but did not go round works.

24 Oct Nothing much doing. Wire in evening from CO to say he is sailing in morning.

25 Oct Rode through country North and NE of works — very broken. CO and Evelyn due
to sail.

26 Oct Rode round works 95-93 then back to 101. Went up to railhead to conference in
evening re training and musketry. Whitehouse returned, Berwick and Taylor of
1/5 RWF came to dinner. Cat kittened in the mess at 9pm.

27 Oct Visited work 90-95.

28 Oct Visited work 91-95

29 Oct Church parade, usual routine.




30 Oct Visited works.
31 Oct Visited works.

3820 Pte L Griffiths

Drawing Rations
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4/4 HEREFORDS, FOUR PLATOGN 1916
Pte G. POWELL, Pte A. PILINER, Pte G. POWELL
‘Pte H. PRICE, Pte D. HUGHES, Pte G. EDMONDS

1894 Pte Herbert John Finch 3298 Pte Frederick Godsall



The Commanding Officer Lt Col Drage resented a
silver cup to be be awarded to the winning
company in the Bn Footbal Competeition.

This cup is now held in The Regimental Museum.

2"d Battalion

The 2" Battalion remained in Bedford and continued to send reinforcements to France to make good losses
suffered on the Somme.

No doubt men were aware of the Somme activcities and were anxious about a posting to a unit in France;
however there was a need for troops and units to remain in the Defence of Britain and the 2" Herefords

remained in this role.

Reserve Battalion (formerly 3 Bn — Oswestry)

Life continued with new recruits undergoing training, and trained soldiers returning to duty fit after sickness,
wounds and leave. Sports was a key element of fitness and team building and did much to build morale.

The need for reinforcements in France meant that trained soldiers were trawled out of UK Depots and
Reserve battalions, and the Herefords at Oswestry were not excluded. A reinforcement draft was also sent
to the 15 Bn in Egypt.
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A report was received from the KSLI who had received a draft from the Herefords in September.
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Th
t ?.rehl/vas also a draft of some 250 men to the 11 Border Regt — probably via the KSLI. These men went on
0 . _ . ’
ight at Redan Ridge — a battle that will be covered in the November post. It is presumed it was during this

battle that Pte Bumfrey, from Eastnor was taken POW.
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Routine continued with visits, inspections, training and sports and social activities

~ LORD FRENCH'S VISIT. FOOTBALL COMPETITIONS STARTED,

I stated las sccount of : Football has now started in real earncst, and
spection g?idd h,' M& cap tie 3‘ : Mom titions have been
(rerything passed of eplendidly, and that the | con w o ,
disloquiies Juis v i SO Lls | AR e Brres) ek ity
been issued - 3— . Py : -+

-~

The above vefers y to the
Wi Co ‘most of the of
%mtm e e
 Welsh Reserve of which
Heserve Herefordshire Battalion b , e

i

13l
?
i
b




REINFORCEMENTS TO FRANCE

Reinforcement drafts were formed up, over a series of days in Depots in UK for deployment overseas. Their
strengths could be anything between 20 and 250. A rank structure would try to be established with the draft
consisting of Officers and SNCOs. There could also be ‘escorting officers/SNCOs’ who would take the draft
and sort out their movement and administration. These escorting officers would often travel with the draft
to France, but since they were not on the strength of a France based unit, they were ineligible for the award



of the Allied Victory Medal and generally had only a single medal entitlement to the British War Medal
(BWM). There were at least 2 single awards of the BWM to the Herefords for Draft Conducting Officers; one
was to Capt FB Ellison.

Drafts would then generally march to the local railway station, often accompanied by the regimental band
with the streets lined by other troops and the local civilian populaton. If the troops were well known and
liked they could be showered with gifts — often cigarettes, fruit, sweets etc. On arrival at the station a fatigue
party would be identified to load kit bags to the guard’s van. The train would then move off, generally direct
to a port of embarkation — eg: Newhaven, Dover, Folkestone for France. The journey from Oswestry could
well take 20 hours!

The port of disembakation in France (Boulogne, Le Havre) was normally reached in the early morning, with
the sea journey taking place overnight in an effort to minimise the U Boat threat.

On arrival in France, the fatigue party was again called upon to move baggage. The draft would be met by a
local ‘guide’, who would issue movement instructions to the draft commanders who would then march the
draft off to their temporary camp.

Drafts, and individuals received additional, targetted training for operations in France in the area of the base
before moving forward; this could last up to 10 days. The most (in)famous of these camps was ‘the bullring’
at Etaples. Conditions were harsh, instructors (who wore a yellow cap band and were known as canaries)
were demanding and lacked compassion in the conveyor belt training environment. The Etaples site was
where the mutiny took place as depicted in the BBC series ‘The Monocled Muntineer’.
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The site was massive with thousands of troops undergoing training at any time, at one time almost 100,000
men were there. Training was by a series of ‘stands’ and rotation between them.

It was also a centre for the entry of equipment to France and was served by road, rail and canal. It also dealt
with Prisoners Of War and British detainees.

Etaples was also a location of Base Hospitals (capacity for 22,000 casualties) where casualties where held
before being evacuated to England. [There is a considerably sized CWGC cemetery there.]

Wilfred Owen [Collected Letters. Oxford University Press] described Etaples as:

A vast, dreadful encampment. It seemed neither France nor England, but a kind of paddock where
the beasts are kept a few days before the shambles ... Chiefly | thought of the very strange look on all
the faces in that camp,; an incomprehensible look, which a man will never see in England; nor can it
be seen in any battle, but only in Etaples. It was not despair, or terror, it was more terrible than terror,
for it was a blindfold look, and without expression, like a dead rabbit’s.

Most soldiers hated their time at Etaples and almost looked forward to ‘going up the line’. They would
generally travel by train to a Corps and then Divisional holding centre, where they would be held and then
taken forward by guides. They would eventually end up at the Battalion ‘B’ Echelon — allocated to companies
and then be taken ‘up the line’ (if the unit was in the trenches) to join their new unit. If the unit was out of
the line it would enable the reinforcements to have a few days out of the line to familiarise themselves with
the new unit.

Etaples camp from the air, showing the hospital area and damage caused by enemy aircraft bombing.



S— ——
l———~ ,Aﬂon-runnv

Falon ETAPLES .,

= X
3 P Ne 21;(;) ScaLe ylo,ooo
I s / Ne 2TC/ = )\//
@) ¢ ,

76 Carmrzrs 4 Bouvioene \

|

w0
; i \I z NQZ TRmNmG Camp
n JEE //
" / 5
g =}
DOunes| 2 N° | CANADXAN G.H /«
—ﬁ\/, o W
Compounn : J _D ” N“5| GENERAL}'P
)
0 /D/ D
g
 — (
s o N®26 GENERAL
\ o
1} L
Deran| % z
ga =
Cane (¥ =
O =
=

“ N2 46 STATIONARY
47 F)Py O

Z
NS E6%
aCHATEAU%_ e

“LT. cOL
28 MAR. 1919
B R E ETsa;
‘Q.
,"m—k.qa"cs 3

25D = Oelcmm. Leltering @'@g
4 GreenmiB.0"° 1451017

ve



