
THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT 

 

Their First World War ‘Story’ – September 1916  

 

The ‘Bigger’ Picture 

 
The Home Front 
 
The impact of the Somme was still being felt, with ‘Telegram Boys’ still regularly visiting homes across the 
country, casualties continuing to arrive and being released on sick leave from hospitals prior to rejoining their 
regiments, and reinforcement drafts going to France to make good losses. 
 
The Somme film was still showing and attracting much interest. 
 
The war was also being ‘brought home’ by German airship raids in North London and Essex. 
 
Shipping losses are at their highest and shortages are being felt. 
 
Diplomatic 
 

- Bulgaria declares war on Rumania. 
- Russian and British Governments conclude Sykes-Picot agreement as to eventual partition of Asia 
Minor. 
- Compulsory Military Service Bill in New Zealand comes into operation. 
- Greek Premier resigns, new Greek Ministry formed. M Venizelos and Admiral Condouriotis 
announce formation of Greek Provisional Government in Crete in opposition to the Government at 
Athens. 

 

The Western Front  
 

Battles on the Somme continue: 

 

- Battle of Guillemont  
- Battles of Delville Wood and Pozieres end. 

- Battle of Ginchy. 
- Battle of Flers-Courcelette begins. Tanks in action for the first time.  
- Battle of Morval. 
- Battle of Thiepval Ridge.  

Development of the tank began in the summer of 1915. The idea was to combine caterpillar tracks with an 
armour protected body that could traverse wire and trenches. The first tanks manned by a crew of four had 
armament of two cannon mounted on its sides; it lumbered along at three miles an hour. The crew suffered 
in an atmosphere that was unbearably hot, dusty, noisy, and the air filled with the nauseating stench of petrol 
fumes.  



 

The new weapon made its battlefield debut on September 15, 1916 when fifty of the machines joined the 
Battle of the Somme, at Flers-Courcelette in a third attempt to attack and break through the German 
defences. The attack failed - no breakthrough occurred. Due to mechanical breakdown and ‘bogging in’ not 
all of the tanks actually took part in the battle. However their presence shocked the enemy, but their practical 
impact was minimal due to a lack of effective tactics and numerous mechanical failures. General Douglas 
Haig, Commander of Allied Forces at the Somme, saw the promise of this new instrument of war and ordered 
the war department to produce hundreds more. 

 

 

A Mark I tank on the Somme 
Battlefield, 

September, 1916 

 

 

Other Fronts  

 

EASTERN FRONT 

 

RUMANIA 
- Sibiu (Transylvania) taken by Rumanian forces; city later retaken by Austrian forces 

- Orsova (Hungary) occupied by Rumanian forces. 
- German and Bulgarian forces invade the Dobrudja.  
 - Tutrakan taken by Bulgarian forces. 

 - Silistra taken by German and Bulgarian forces. 

 

BALKANS 

 

- Albanian Government of Essad Pasha set up in Salonika. 
- Greek IVth Army Corps at Kavala surrenders voluntarily to German forces. 

 

 

 

 

 



ITALIAN FRONT 

 

 - Seventh Battle of the Isonzo. 

  

EAST AFRICA 

 

- Dar es Salaam (German East Africa) surrenders to British forces. 
- British pursuit of retreating German force in East Africa checked at Affair of Kisaki  
- Kilwa, on East African coast, occupied by British naval forces. 
- Lindi, on East African coast, occupied by British naval forces. 
- Tabora (capital of German East Africa) occupied by Belgian forces 

 

ARABIA 

 
- Turkish garrison of Taif (Hejaz) surrenders to Arab forces. 

  

At Sea 

 

MERCHANT SHIPPING 

 

British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month - 180 ships 
of   232,000 tons gross.  

 

 

 

 

SS Newby sunk by U35 in 
the Mediterranean 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.naval-history.net/PhotoWW1-80MNNewbysunk160926DM.JPG


 
 

AEGEAN 
 

- Allies commence blockade of Greek Macedonian coast from mouth of the Struma to mouth of the 
Mesta. 

- German ships in Piraeus harbour seized by the Allies. 
 

In The Air 
 

- German raid by fourteen airships (greatest number to attack simultaneously) on London and other 

parts of England. Airship SL-11 destroyed by aeroplane at Cuffley. The SL 11 was built by Luftschiffbau 

Schütte-Lanz and thus, was not classed as a Zeppelin. Based at Spich and commanded by Hauptmann 

Wilhelm Schramm, in the early hours of September 3, 1916, after having bombed Saint Albans, it was 

attacked over Hertfordshire by Lt William Leefe Robinson in a BE 2C, using incendiary ammunition. 

It crashed at Cuffley, with the loss of the entire crew. Leefe Robinson was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

- Airship raid on England (East Coast and London) involving serious casualties (170, mostly civilian); L-
32 destroyed by aeroplane at Billericay; L-33 brought down by gunfire in Essex (night 23rd/24th). 
 

 
Wreckage of SL11 

 

- Air co-operation with tanks instituted by the British Air Force. 

- Krupp works at Essen bombed by French aeroplanes. 
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The ‘Herefords’ 

 

Casualties 

 

NAME INIT RANK NO Bn Coy DATE HOW WHERE HOMETOWN Notes 
(Serving with) 

DUFF 
GORDON 

COSMO 
LEWIS 

LT       03/09/1916 KIA France KINGTON MGC 13 

WOOD WG SGT      08/09/1916 DOW France KETTERING CHESHIRE1/5 

 

Both were killed in France, on ‘The Somme’; Lt Duff-Gordon had been transferred to the Machine Gun Corps; 

both had probably been posted to units in France to make good losses. 

 

 
 

 
The headstone of Lt Duff-Gordon in Delville Wood 

Cemetery 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The London Gazette 

 

Honours & Awards   

 

Publicaion 
Date 

  Rank 
Regtl 
No 

Regtl 
No 

Nature of Award 

25/09/16 Herbert Stephen Charles QMS 780 235055 Mention In Despatches 

25/09/16 Rogers 
Edward Thomas 
Percy 

Capt     Mention In Despatches  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Promotions & Appointments (extracts from the London Gazette) 

 

Publication 

Date 
  Detail 

Effective 

Date 
Remarks 

01/09/1916 Knight JFC relinquishes commission 02/09/16 ill health 

02/09/1916 Drage G to be lieutenant colonel 06/05/16   

04/09/1916 Hinckes RT To be second lieutenant 23/08/16 TF Res 

06/09/1916 Boulton RG relinquishes commission 07/09/16 ill health 

07/09/1916 Kelly CC relinquishes rank of captain 25/05/16 vacating Bde Bombing 
Offr post 

08/09/1916 Mogridge Edward C To be second lieutenant 05/09/16   

09/09/1916 Carver WL to be captain 28/07/16   

13/09/1916 Greenly JHM appointed staff 28/06/16   

14/09/1916 Morrish Cyril CG To be second lieutenant 05/09/16   

15/09/1916 Bellamy AL to be lieutenant 28/08/16   

15/09/1916 Meehan CF to be lieutenant 28/08/16   

18/09/1916 Greenly JHM seconded to Ministry of 
Munitions 

28/06/16   

25/09/1916 Marshall A To be second lieutenant 05/09/16   

25/09/1916 Yates RG to be major 06/05/16   

27/09/1916 Foster Arthur W to be Comdt Herefordshire 
Volunteer Regt 

  late Shropshire Yeo 

29/09/1916 Duff-Gordon CL  to be lieutenant 06/07/16 MGC 

29/09/1916 Fanning WG to be lieutenant 06/07/16 MGC 

 

 
 



HEREFORD 

 

Depot functions continue. 

 

 
 

The Barracks was in Harold St (now the vacated County Records Office/Suvla Barracks) and the Drill Hall was 

in Friar St (now the site of the Military Club). 

 

It would appear that the method of recruiting and initial training was changing, with central training 

battalions being formed and administration being conducted centrally on a ‘regimental basis. The 

Herefordshire Regt was part of the Corps of the Kings Shropshire Light Infantry (KSLI) and the KSLI Manning 

Office took increasingly more responsibility for the administration of the Herefords. There are therefore 

fewer direct recruits to the Herefords. The Hereford Times lists some 40 recruits to the 3/1st Bn and gives 

their home towns – few of them are from Herefordshire, and many of the names do not feature in the 

Herefordshire Regiment’s rolls – indicating they probably went overseas with another Battalion. 

 

 
 

 



Some of those recorded enlistments were: 

 

NAME INIT RANK NO1 No2 Remarks 

Atkin Frederick Pte  237162  

Emmott Robert Pte  237940  

Powell Price Alfred Pte 8215/5539 237110 Reenlistment; served Suvla Bay 

 

  
PA Powell W Powell 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 

This article appeared in the local newspaper and 
tells of Cpl Powell’s time at Suvla Bay and 

immediately afterwards. 
 

He and his brother William both survived the 
war. 

 

 
 

And some of those discharged were: 

 

NAME INIT RANK NO1 TERM HOMETOWN Notes 

BRAIN RICHARD PTE 307 XVI ROSS   

CAFFULL FRANK PTE 4027       

CAINES ALBERT PTE 3031 XVI WYCHE   

CHARITY ARTHUR CYRIL PTE 4453 IIICC STOKE EDITH   

DAVIES JOHN PTE 2631 XVI KINGTON Aged 50 

DAVIES THOMAS PTE 4478 XVI     

DEAN JOHN A PTE 5451 IIIC STOCKPORT   

FARMER ARTHUR G PTE 2846 XVI CHELTENHAM   

GITTOES IVOR THOMAS PTE 4550 (III)CC      

GUEST GEORGE PTE 3461 XVI     

JONES HERBERT  JAMES SGT 331       

LANE CHRISTOPHER 
GEORGE 

PTE 1503 XVI 

WOUNDS 
CINDERFORD Wounded Suvla 

MILLS JACK PTE 2839 SICK BERKELEY Wounded Suvla 

MILLS SETH PTE 4228 2B     

PEBERDY GEORGE FREDERICK PTE 1602 XVI HEREFORD   

SHENTON JOHN PTE 4405 XVI BIRCHER 
COMMON 

  

STOCKER ALBERT PTE 3332 XVI LEOMINSTER   

SYMONDS THOMAS JAMES PTE 5386   HEREFORD   

TRAVIS ARCHIE PTE 5103 IIICC     

TUSTIN WILLIAM PTE 4851 XVI     

WHITE HENRY PTE 1146 1B CREDENHILL   



WILLIAMS ARCHIBALD PTE 3742 XVI     

WILLIAMS WILLIAM PTE 5500   OSWESTRY   

WOOD SAMUEL PTE 5496   SHREWSBURY   
xvi – unfit through either wounds or sickness 

iiicc – unlikely to become an efficient soldier 

 

 

 
 

Pte Stocker was, it would seem not a natural soldier! 
 

As can be seen from his service record, he frequently absented himself from duty! 



 
 

Pte Dean was one of many of the Derby Scheme 
men who were found to be unfit. 

Pte Symonds was also a Derby Scheme man who was 
found unfit. His personal documents include the 

receipt for his Armlet which he would have received 
when he registered under the Derby Scheme. 

 

The Volunteer Bn 

 

The Volunteer Bn continued to expand and recruit: 

 

 
 



1st Battalion 

 

The Battalion recovered to the area of Ferdan and took up a defensive position on the Wetern bank of the 

Suez Canal.  

 

From the history of the 53rd Division:  

 

Ferdan was the home 158 Bde for the next 3 months. Battalions were some miles apart, but though Ferdan 

was nothing but a ferry and a swingbridge, a certain amount of comfort was obtained through ‘security of 

tenure’, in that Brig Mott decided it was not worthwhile rotating troops about locations. Those on the edge 

of the canal would sit on the banks in the cool of the evening and watch large steamers, with all lights on, 

orchestras playing and ladies singing. Passengers would throw tins of cigarettes to the soldiers swimming in 

the canal. All ranks bathed daily. The weather was generally cooler and consistent. In the mornings a slight 

breeze blew from the South west, and dropped about 7 am; from 7 to 9am seemed the hottest of the day, 

then the breeze came from the North until 7 pm when it was still through the night. 

 

The routine may have been repetitive, but there were compensations with trips to Port Said and Ismailia and 

their hotels, cafes and clubs. 

 

One curious duty was to keep the ‘track swept’. A strip of sand parallel to the canal was swept with branches 

each evening and inspected each morning to detect signs of any movement. 

 

Date Location Detail 

1 Sep   Inspection of Gundegai and Kimbla by OC Sub-Section. 

9 Sep   Received information that Battalion would shortly be relieved. 2Lt A Wilson and garrison 

of Katimba 3 left post which was to be abandoned and went to Katimba 2. 

10 Sep   Work carried on. Received appointments, commissions and rewards list no 192 with the 

following decorations from His Majesty The King of Serbia: 

     Capt E T B Rogers   - White Eagles 5th Class 

     Capt F G Barker       - Karegeorge with Swords 5th Class 

     1822 Pte R Harman  - Gold Medal 

 

13 Sep   Capt E A Capel joined HQ in the evening having vacated position of acting brigade major. 

Battalion paraded at 5.15am marched to Moascar, arrived about 7am, baggage sent by 

motor transport. Battalion lay in open near railway line. Commenced loading train at 

midday. Left Moascar by rail 1pm, arrived El Ferdan 3.45pm. Met by OC 1st Black Watch. 

Regiment marched up to camp on canal bank on East side, Battalion accommodated in 

some empty sheds. 

24 Sep  El Ferdan Draft of 58 men joined Battalion from England; war rejoined first line men. 



25 Sep   Work on defences, training also musketry course started. Anti-typhoid inoculations of men 

who had been inoculated 6 months practically completed. 

  Received appointments, commissions and rewards list number 200 with the following 

decoration from His Majesty The Czar of Russia: 

     1887 Cpl E E Mann    - Medal of St George 3rd Class Silver 

 

These Foreign Awards were not published in the London Gazette until February 1917. 

 

 

Notification of the safe arrival of the draft 
on 24 September was acknowledges in 

The Hereford Times. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



2Lt Parker 

 
13 Sept 

Through Ismalia about 5 miles (It was 9 miles march yesterday). Had breakfast and lunch and rested generally, 

entertaining for Ferdon at 4.p.m. C Coy on fatigues until 9.30 -very tired -slept in a hut. 
 

14 Sept 

We are relieving the 1st West Indian Regt here, and they have a splendid camp here, and laid on a splendid dinner first 

night. Gunfire. Tea at 6.30 breakfast it 9 .Nothing much doing in the morning. Received parcel and letters from 

Wyndham (brother) and Father Foster did not come here, but went to hospital at Ferry Post. Had a bathe at 6. 

 

15th Sept 

Reveille at 4 am was rather late on parade, which was at 5 till 7, but was on before Bn. was up. Did Coy drill. Moved on 

to tents. Cyril and I are sharing one. From 4 to 6 C Coy went down to look at the trenches, on which we shall be working, 

and was    I/C bathing parade at 9.30.  Had a doze in the afternoon. 
 

16th September 
Was up in better time. Arms drill & a little Coy drill 5 til17, and 8 till 9 was Bn drill under Drage, who has returned to 

Regt.  Pretty stiff & I think pretty well done in. No fatigue in afternoon, but I was busy with some letters and making out 

returns of deficiencies. After tea at 3.30, I had a bathe at 5.45. Padre Lloyd returned to Regt in place of Jones, who goes 

to 6th RWF A lot of ships pass down the canal, particularly at night. Temp 106 very oppressive. Had a bad pain in the 

middle of the night. 
 

17th Sunday 

Reveille at 5. Breakfast at 7.15. Bathe. Church parade 7.45. Was Coy OO Wrote a long letter to Father No parade 

today. Censored a lot of letters and posted them. Cyril and I strolled down to the EEF canteen after tea and made a 

few purchases. Cyril received a parcel today. 

 

18th September 
Up in time Weapons and Coy drill. Coy drill 8-9 Most of our Coy on Guard duty. Received a long letter from Geoff and 

a couple of Photos.  A fine cruiser Euralyus’ passed down the canal today. Took bathing parade 9-10. Evelyn and I strolled 

round the earthworks 4-6, finishing with a drink at the canteen. Cyril went to Signallers. Lecture from CO. after lunch. 

Did not bathe. 
 

19th Sept 
Was up in good time. 5-7 Guard and saluting. 8-9 Bn drill under CO Wrote to Mother. It has got much colder in the 

evenings now. I did not bathe again today. Censored a lot of letters and finished ‘The father of Scarlet '- about time too. 

4-6 inspected my platoon's clothes.  
 

20 Sept 
 5-7 Coy and Platoon drill. 8-9 Bn. drill under CO. Censored a few letters. Had an hour's kip in the afternoon 4-6 Coy in 

FMO Inspection, which was good. Had a bathe at 6p.m. It was very cold & I did not stay in long 
 

21st Sept 
Section drill under NCOs and Platoon drill under Sergeants. 8-9 Bn. under C.O. Was Coy OO today, taking Bathing 

parade 9.30 till 10. Censored letters, had a bathe at 6. 4-6 Inspection of Coy in FMO, ready for inspection by CO on 

Saturday 
 

22nd Sept 

Parade 5-7 doing platoon and Coy drill and from a short Bn. drill under CO. Did not bathe today. Fatigues 4-6, when 

we sent in several returns and inspected all  men , employed or otherwise in the Coy. Coy on guard duty. 
 

23 Sept 

CO and Major Green inspected B Coy in full marching order at 6.A.M. At beginning of week I heard my brother had 



been slightly wounded in France. Howard Graves also wounded. Got up at 4. Only Wimp and I in Coy. Was Company 

OO taking bathing parade 8.30-10 & medical inspection at 11 Part of Co’y  inoculated for T.A.B. -Cyril done Whittaker  

returned from Zeitoun where he has taken a Lewis gun course. He got 'D' The Sidi Bishr contingent returned minus 

Pop Lloyd, who is still in hospital. Pilkington had a fit at the station. A draft arrived at Sidi Bishr, - no mail (as expected). 

Had a bathe cutting my arm. 
 

24th September 

Church Parade in YMCA hut; censored a lot of letters. Capt Holman and Charlton have gone to SIDI RI SIR for a 

week. Commenced letter to Father, but did not finish it owing to parade. Received a lotimams and some papers and 

magazines. 
 

25th 

Was Bn. OO being about early and was inspecting breakfast. I went round lines after attending parade. Visited guards 

1.30 till 3, mounted new guards at 5. Felt rotten today and am afraid I have a chill coming on. Another mail in Letters 

from F&M parcel (cake, socks, body-belt, biscuits, toffee etc).Went round guard at night - bed at midnight 

 

September 26tht 

Was in charge of fatigue party on No 93 work in our front about 1000 yards 5.30 - 8.30. Breakfast at 9. Kit and General 

inspection at 1. My cold somewhat better today. Finished letter to Father, which I had commenced on Sunday. Took 

remnant of Coy on parade 4 -6. Heard a rumour that I was going on a course to Zeitoun next week.  Had a long 

chat with Sgt Maj Page after dinner. 

 

27th 

I/C of fatigue party on No 93 again at 5.30. Breakfast. Attended Coy Orderly room. The doctor brought me a camera 

from Port Said yesterday. Heard that Foster had had a temperature of 105 and had nearly pegged out. Coy Parade 5-6 

 

28th 

5.30-8.30 fatigues building up redoubt with sand bags. My name was on orders to go to Zeitoun. Took my camera 

with me and some photos. My cold somewhat better, Coy parade 4-6 Echelon position -wonder of wonders. We 

had a shower at 3 only a few drops. Parade 4-6. 

 

29th 

I/C fatigue works on 93 5.30- 8.30.Took camera with me, taking two or three snaps there. Cyril got leave to Port- Said 

till Sunday and left at 2.P.M. Took charge of Coy On clothing parade -all company on guard, so no parade 4-6. 

Censored a few letters. A P&O ship passed before dinner. 

 

Maj ALB Green 

Date Location Detail 

1 Sep   Met OC Sector at Gundagai at 0700 and came on to Kimbla with him afterwards. 

2 Sep   Went into Tomailia to pay up mess debts. Had lunch at club. First Christian meal 

since July 18th. Felt rather seedy in evening. 

3 Sep   Went over to Gundagai in morning. Feeling very rotten. Went to bed early with 

temperature. 

4 Sep   Stayed in bed all day, temperature 101. 

5 Sep   Feeling better and temperature down. Got up and nosed around a bit. 



6 Sep   Still feeling very cheap, but managed to get round a bit on a horse. Colonel came 

round. 

7 Sep   Nothing much doing. R W Reeve rejoined after being away about 5 months with 

his knee. 

8 Sep   My wedding day. The third I have been away from home for now. 

9 Sep   Hear we are to be relieved shortly. 

10 Sep   The 159 Brigade take over sub section commencing tomorrow, 5 Welsh Regt to 

relieve us. 

11 Sep   Lt Col Pridham came up this evening to look round before taking over tomorrow. 

12 Sep   5 Welsh Regt arrived about 0700 and took over. We marched straight to staging 

camp where we bivouaced over night. 

13 Sep   Marched to Moascar at 0500. Spent most of day loading and unloading lorries, 

trains etc. Left Moascar at 1700 arrived El Ferdan at 1740. Were met by Fife 

band of 1 BWI Regt who played us into camp. Lt Col Wood-Hill and officers 

entertained us to dinner. 

14 Sep   Splendid camp on East bank of canal. Mess right on bank with verandah. Lovely 

bathing. Plenty of guards and picquets. 

15 Sep   Settling down. 

16 Sep   Settling down. 

17 Sep   Rode out to find a rifle range with Capel. 

18 Sep   Was to have gone to Tomailia to get mess stores but had to sit on a board so 

Russell went instead. 

19 Sep   Went to Port Said to get mess stores etc. Had a pleasant day. Travelled up with 

Satow MO of 5 RWF. Lunch and tea at casino, dinner on train returning. 

20 Sep   Butter and ice supply started at Port Said. Had a busy day with odds and ends. 

Holman went to Cairo for 48 hours. 

21 Sep   Nothing much doing. Mess stores arrived from Alexandria and Port Said. 

22 Sep   Inspection of transport – Board of Survey. A good deal of arrears to pick up. 

23 Sep   Went to Cairo for day. Long hot journey. Very rushed to get round. Saw the 

Burtons. 

24 Sep   Church parade. Spent entire day doing mess bills. Mail arrived in evening. 

25 Sep   Nothing much doing. 

26 Sep   Ditto 

27 Sep   Rode up and inspected the range which we started using on Friday. The BGC 

inspected the transport and seemed satisfied. 

28 Sep   Nothing of much interest except rained sharp showers, first for over 6 months. 

29 Sep   Started musketry practice in range with B Coy, grouping bad. Big Board of 

Survey. Rode round in evening to fix spot for Bridgehead defences. 

30 Sep   ND 

 

 



3820 Pte L Griffiths 

 

 
 

Pte Griffiths with 2 other soldiers 

 

  
 
 



News and clarification of the engagement of early August was still being received and 
publuished in the local newspapers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 



The following are a series of photographs thought to have been taken in Autumn 1916. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2nd Battalion 

 

The 2nd Battalion remained in Bedford and continued to send reinfrcements to France to make good losses 

suffered on the Somme. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reserve Battalion 

 

Life continued with new recruits undergoing training, and trained soldiers returning to duty fit after sickness, 

wounds and leave. Sports was a key element of fitness and team building and did much to build morale. 

 

The Battalion continued to reinforce the 1st Battalion, and now also the KSLI in France and 2 drafts were sent 

out in September and reported in The Hereford Times: 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
Men also transferred to other units: 

 

 



Trained soldiers were received, and D Company was formed and comprised trained soldiers: 

 

 
 

Army reorganisation, to manage the increasing number of soldiers and their training and administration, 

contined 

 

 

 
 

 



Normal training and activities continued. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


