THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT

Their First World War ‘Story’ — July 1917

The ‘Bigger’ Picture

- Manchu Emperor (Hsuan-Fung) restored in China, but later abdicates

- Li-Yuan-Hung, President of China, resigns and is succeeded by Feng-Kuo-Chang

- Agreement signed at The Hague for the exchange of combatant and civilian British and German
prisoners of war

- Conscription Bill carried in Canadian House of Commons

- Herr von Bethmann-Holweg, German Imperial Chancellor, resigns (appointed July 14th, 1909):
succeeded by Dr Michaelis

- Dr Artur von Zimmermann, German Foreign Minister, resigns.

- The Reichstag passes Resolution as to German War Aims

- Siam declares war on Germany and Austria-Hungary.

- M Kerenski succeeds Prince Lvov as Premier of Russia

- Full Inter-Allied Conference assembles in Paris to discuss the Balkan situation, with military, naval and
political committees to discuss plans in view of a probable collapse of Russia

- Agreement concluded between French and Italian Governments defining respective zones of
influence in Asia Minor

The Home Front

- Proclamation issued changing name of British Royal House to Windsor.

- Tank Corps formed in British Army

- Severe aeroplane raid on England (Margate and London; casualties 250, mostly civilian: last on
London by daylight

- Sir Edward Carson, First Lord of the Admiralty, Great Britain, tenders his resignation

- There was a period of Army reorganization as a result of: continued losses and the need to absorb
and train conscripts, the need for a robust and administrative support system, the need to deliver more
complex training to meet developing tactics and equipment.

The Western Front

- Battles of Ypres, 1917 (British), begin with Battle of Pilckem Ridge

Other Fronts

EASTERN FRONT
- German Counter-offensive on the Eastern Front: Battle of East Galicia begins

RUMANIA
- First phase of Battle of Marasesti begins
- Stanislau and Tarnopol in Galicia retaken by Austro-German forces.
- Zaleszezyki (Galicia) recaptured by Austro-German forces



ARABIA
Agaba occupied by Arab forces.

PERSIA
- Russian forces begin withdrawal from Western Persia: Qasr-i-Shirin evacuated

MESOPOTAMIAN FRONT

- British attack on Ramadi

EAST AFRICA
- Action of Narungombe.

At Sea

- First regular convoy of merchant ships sails from Hampton Roads (Virginia) (Experimental convoys
had been tried in May. Convoys outward from Great Britain did not start till August.)

- Ponta Delgada (Azores) shelled by a German submarine.

- HMS Vanguard (below) sunk by internal explosion in harbour at Scapa Flow with the loss of 843 of
the 845 men aboard.




Mine & U Boat Warfare
- Concerted attack by German submarines on United States transports defeated
MERCHANT SHIPPING

British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month — 270 ships of
568,000 tons gross.
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The ‘Herefords’

An interesting letter from the Hereford Times.

_The Herefordghire Renimant
To lix{e Editor of the* Hereford Journal."’
S —Residents of Herts have < ;
Secret: e = ‘ 3 AXPresie ¥
,\: ;'v‘x,xl_s' :l(;r. '\\m;_ u‘flrung (lnr~ir(l~ lhzud i:;’ :;::9
Srangement o e forces afte ¥
tegilar line regiments should he l'i-:'m‘t:;t‘lt"‘i";:

Mg the county nume, ] ]
half the xucn)in the ll%“dt',:r K"]?t-‘:g L l'lmt
Herts men. 3 A i

Is nor this the proper tim
Tt lind = £ o e to ask 1
'l[;ullcll coneession in regard ty l{('n‘iol;dslllli‘;'e‘:

he ljﬂrd-th‘uli’lllHIl tried his level best <ome
Ne .xjrs ugo tu_gn“t the nume of the county linked
with that of Shropshire, byt slthough " be had
most influentinl support the iden was not u;r-
ried mtu"eﬂ«ct,_ and the K.S.I.I, rematne the

county regiment tor Herefordshire P-m-n
Hut now the position is altogether different. 1'01:
{)uo- war has revealed the fact that solie of the
est fighting materipl is found in agricoltural
counties,  The Herefardshire [esiment T K
T dune noble work, and the 1t C. hus
roved |tlwh' equil to the regnl’ -.
4o Herefordshite men are ser.
stropshives,  the  Border ]
thiestures, and the Worcesters, Aganin, Here-
furdshive men have sequitted (hemselvos vxeels
iently with the RUCAL the RIG.AL, and with
the Flving Corps. Quite n number of Here‘orde
=hire officers have preceived promotions sl
Revefordshive privates hive earned commis-
Seis andemerbers of the rank and e, in
;.v-i.lx\.‘.l] to offiter-, have earned numerons
deeotations,  Hundreds of Herefordshire men
nave given their lives for their country  ans
fundvede ove have Leen wounded. In what
way s thds splendid record 1o be recognised?
Surely, o fitting recognition would Le to lot the
county have a regiment of its awn, to include
vegpuiars, reserves, and territorials,

N4 doubt many men af present serving will
nat wish to return to civil fife after the wafs
and it would be a splendid start if all Here-
fordshire men hiad the opportunify of trans
fevring ot the close of the war to a regimen
I»:;.rnu: the name of their own county.—Yonrs,
o,

Hundrads
g with ihe
tegiment,  the

H D, PHILLIPS:

RADMC, has,

Liominstey,
Casualties (other than 15 Bn)
NAME INIT RANK No1 No2 DATE | HOW WHERE | HOMETOWN Notes
(Serving with)
AYERS WILLIAM ASGT 3449 10/07 KIA F&F BLAING KSLI
JEFFRIES
BROOKES THOMAS PTE 4797 13/07 KIA F&F BRIDGNORTH GLOS 14
DAVIES SYDNEY PTE 2537 31/07 KIA F&F CLUN SWB 11
DAW WILLIAM PTE 4813 | 236878 | 25/07 KIA F&F HEREFORD LAB CORPS
DICKER HERBERT PTE 1524 31/07 KIA F&F LLANGATTOCK SWB 11
DUGGAN ARTHUR PTE 3203 11/07 KIA F&F KINNERSLEY GLOS 14
LANCELEY JAMES PTE 4617 10/07 KIA F&F OSWESTRY BORDER 11
PINCHES STANLEY PTE 4618 10/07 KIA F&F PEMBRIDGE BORDER 11
WILLIAM
WILCOX JOSEPH PTE 4481 10/07 KIA F&F WARFIELD SAL BORDER 11
THOMAS




The London Gazette

Honours & Awards

PRIVATE DUGGAN KINNEHSLEY KILLED
Private Arthur Dn , son of ‘Mr. 'l'homng

Duggan, of Kinner y. reported  killed in
- wo 20 years of age. He joined np soon

A'll:l?e:c:ﬁe outhreak of the war, and was tran

ﬁ[w Herefords fo the Glouceste
Begimeu(’. Death, which was instuntuneons,
was caused by a shell.

Publication Date
06/07/1917 | Green Maj ALB MID
18/07/1917 | Brain 235852 Pte CB Military Medal
18/07/1917 | Farmer 235967 Sgt SH Military Medal
18/07/1917 | Wheeler 235849 LCpl WH Military Medal
THE MILITARY MEDAL.

o

HEREFORDSHIRE SOLDIER'S
BRAVERY IN THE FIELD.

—_

Inal list of War Honours published on
Saturday, it was announced among those
u n wliom theaf{mg has been plaaaed to confer

o Military Medal for bravery in the field are
thg follogx lgcnl soldxze{s'— Hratord
o armrr exafe Regt.
Ln‘;‘tce-Co l. & eelor (235849), Here-
“fo d ugt.

. B. Brai
g o i P osim smphnu?‘x..r.
Sergt. 8, H. Farmer to Knighton.
Ple. Brain's home i3 at Rn
Lance-Corpl. W, H, Wheeler is a gon of Mxx.
H. Wboem of Little Marstow, Ruardean.
oined the the Horefords on chobe.r 17th, 1914, and.
eavu:g Lnglxmd with the regiment on July
wcnt throngh the lnnding at Suvla
i hole of the Galtipoli campmgn
ahEItl el
Hote. ﬁr‘::f ﬁ;‘ Ashworth
Regiment, though e native E
muny fri:'nde in and amund Hmford Be WaE
for a time a farm Mr. T, B Barnes,
nt Amberley ) and in Anp:rtl
Iu‘arm,u *ﬁ. ton 3 tomlé.gshworth
Kgbnlwne:'m pArmy a.n%a h::%‘een at th:‘fr h::
(] » mn
over two , 80 far wi
u%ueha’::.umtoh. It mmi tood that he

n the
undnrheieyum He is 23 years of age.




Promotions & Appointments (extracts from the London Gazette)

Publication Date Detail Remarks

02/07/1917 Barker FC to be major

02/07/1917 Berney GN reverts to lieutenant

02/07/1917 Evelyn FHL to be captain coy comd

02/07/1917 Green ALB reverts to captain

03/07/1917 Green ALB to be major

03/07/1917 Symonds-Tayler | RHT to be major

04/07/1917 Croft HW relinquishes commission ill health

06/07/1917 Bourne RC seconded to staff to be
lieutenant

07/07/1917 Barnard EC appointed flying officer RFC

10/07/1917 Bell AL seconded to RE

10/07/1917 Bourne RC reverts to second lieutenant

12/07/1917 Price TL to be quartermaster and volunteer Bn
honorary lieutenant

14/07/1917 Lawrie LG seconded RFC

19/07/1917 Bennett MC to be lieutenant

19/07/1917 Capel EA to be major

19/07/1917 Carden JH

19/07/1917 Challis FG

19/07/1917 Crossley AH to be lieuteant flying officer since DOW
observer RFC

19/07/1917 Evelyn FHL to be captain

19/07/1917 Haymes REH to be lieutenant

19/07/1917 Jackson-Tayler PS to be captain

19/07/1917 Job LKV to be lieutenant

19/07/1917 Levason DGG to be captain since DOW

19/07/1917 Lewis PG to be captain

19/07/1917 Mitchell PM to be lieutenant

19/07/1917 Parker P to be lieutenant

19/07/1917 Phillips LB to be captain

19/07/1917 Pilkington CEG to be captain

19/07/1917 Pritchett EG

19/07/1917 | Ragg T

19/07/1917 Williams GJ to be lieutenant

19/07/1917 Wilson A to be captain since KIA

26/07/1917 Drennan W StG resigns commission

26/07/1917 Hunt D correction to entry of 15 Jun
should be Hertfordshire

28/07/1917 Bourne RC seconded special appointment




HEREFORD

Depot functions continue, including the administration of sick and wounded soldiers and those awaiting
disciplinary procedures.

No direct enlistments into The Herefords are recorded.

Some of those discharged were:

NAME INIT RANK NO1 NO2 TERM HOMETOWN Notes

BIRD ALFRED CHARLES LSGT 1801 235438 Served Suvla Bay

CARTWRIGHT | WILLIAM LIONEL PTE 1937 XVi Eardisley

CHILWELL NP PTE 238295 XVi

EVANS ALFRED CSM 190 235014 | Timex- | ROSS Served Suvla Bay
age

JONES ALFRED PTE 238131 xvi Served Suvla Bay

JONES GEORGE PTE 238375 XVi

PERKINS HERBERT PTE 3518 236247 XVi

TILLION JAMES E PTE 2035 235565 XVi CHELTENHAM | Served Suvla Bay

WILLIAMS JAMES PTE 2394 235745 XVi BANKHOUSE Served Suvla Bay

WINTER FRANK PTE 1639 235358 XVi EASTNOR Served Suvla Bay

Wounds

xvi - unfit through either wounds or sickness
iiicc - unlikely to become an efficient soldier

timex - Territorial soldier whose time of commitment has expired.
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e . . Army Form B, 248a.

Proceedings on Dhch;.gemg:{lng the period of

IWIIM forwarded for confirmation these proceedings should be accompanied by the documents

specified on the 4th page.)

1. Description at the time of Discharge.

e .

M_&ba_vun_Lmnb- Descriptive marks,
Height____ 3~  feet_ A& _ inches
Chest ( girth when fully expanded_ 4O _ins.
measure-
y e —
Complexion Arad A
Eyes R LY PP G
Hair A% Bansn
Teade, Jailos .
e M-S
residence
(To be given aa fully
-»p
Mar:;.q'uud o] phncl “““‘““’:"u'i.'n‘ﬁ.‘:m:&'.o‘"-:'.f.?::m uh-':.r)

ﬂhrdu;nnhvuﬂnm"‘“mlmdhw'uﬁuuhm

To be filled in on the soldier quisting the Colours.

[ 8. Military Character ;—

4 y4
4. Character awarded in accordance with King's Regulations;—

— TS T R

Cartified that the above in as sccursie copy of the charscier gives by me oa Army Form B. %_
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The Volunteer Bn (Hereford - formerly the Volunteer Training Corps (VTC))

Life for the Volunteer Bn continued to be busy with regular parades and duties. There were proposals to expand

the Volunteer movement in Herefordshire.

* 1st BATTALION HEREFORDSHIRE
'VOLUNTEER REGIMENT.

: “"A L1 cﬂlllﬂilly. :

ORDEES 'O WEERK ENDING JULY 20ih,
ﬁgg;urm.f‘:.m.n p.m., - Holmer range, class
Srin Npgae
mslﬁ%&ny.dm .xmn.. -compiny  parade; Drill
Sfonday. =700 pan., Drill Hall, piatoon drill,
8690 p.r.. No. 3 Platoon, Birch School, drill,
T7.0-0.0 pom.. No. 4 Platoon, Withington, shoot-
ing practice. 750 pan., Weobley detachment,
Driil Hall, Weobley, drill. : ;
Tussaay;—a.0 pa.. No. 3 Plstoan, Birch
Scii?ul. drill and musketry, - §
Uhursdiog, ~250-5.80 p.m.. Holmer ra.ni;’o. class
firing aund practice. 6.0 p.m., Drill Hall, roate
mafeh ; desss, drill order. i 28 t
Frides =315 pan., ambulance cliss,
© o Saturday. 28050 pon., Holmer range, cla\.&:

ng. : ;
Sundor.— 200450 pom., Weobloy detedbmens,
Dnil Hall, Weabley, drill and shooting prac-
tiee, e.:;lr.ao .. No. & Platoon. Birch
Schioal, drilll. 3.0-5.0 pan., No. 4 Platoon, Dar-
minzton, drill and musketrs.,
- (Signed) G. A. C. THYNNE, Capt.,
Commanding *A™ Coy . H.V.R
“Headqunrters, Hernford,” | :

.

VOLUNTEER SHOOTING.
: -
DAY ON ALTON COURT

RANGE. A
The monthly com parade of “C™
Company g«f and ’ﬁaimg». ist Battalion
Herefo unteer Regimen
Sunday last. The Hereford Motor Volunteer

Corps again_rendered valuable assistance b

h%ax;‘lng-ln Vo?\:;t:on from Whitchurch, \\ehg

Newton, and Hoarwithy. The Company spent

e, A, Cout, B, S
ce O

onel W. Foster, County Com-

mandant, inspec the Oommy.u work ‘on

range. (i
This was the first cccasion on which the new
rifie was used, and ss many Volunteers had
never previously fired a service rifle, the results
were most mthtory. over 70 per cent m
ualify for efficiency.

1

score to

possible being 20 points. No possibies were
made, but oply two points were dropped by
three mon. 'l{o wore as follows :—
Corpl. L. Hicks 18, Corpl. €. Goodwin 18,
Sergt. Cracklow 18, lee.-Corpl. A. R. Lewis 17,
Corpl. R. G. Webb 16, Pte. Elliott 16, Sergt.
P. Bellamy 16, . T.R. Embrey 16, Lep.-
Cor%. T is 15, Pte. J. Ho 15, Pre.
H. E. Geary 15, Loe Corpl. (. Parsons 15,
Pro, C. Kugm 5. Pte. Rav. D. O. Thomas 14,
Pre, F. Harmer 14, Corg A. G. Bindon 13,
. J. Clarke 13, Pte. A. Morrs 13, s
G. R, Kemp 12, Lee. Poston 12, k
H. Francis 12, Pte. H. J. Verry 11, Pte. W.
Maddy 11, Pte, T. P. Saunders 11. Pte. T. G.
Edwards i1, Teo. Corpl H, Howsll 1L, Pio
B 10 don SR erors 10, F &
J.o ” 2 ! L3 > .
Hughes 10, Pte. E S. Mattey 8, Pte. W, H

]
»




THE VOLUNTEERS.

CORPS BEING FORMED FOR

KINGTON AND BROMYARD.
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1%t Battalion

Casualties
NAME INIT RANK Nol No2 DATE | HOW WHERE | HOMETOWN Notes
(Serving with)
DAVIES OWEN LCPL 3520 | 236248 | 15/07 DOW MEF WOOLHOPE
HUGHES GEORGE PTE 4333 | 236772 | 21/07 Died IRAQ BRAMPTON As POW
BRYAN
HUNT HARRY PTE 3288 | 236123 | 02/07 KIA MEF LEOMINSTER

Pte Hunt’'s date of death is as recorded by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission — but no casualties are
recorded in the Battalion War Diary.

‘Routine’ activity continued in maintaining and bettering defensive positions and training and preparing for
forthcoming offensive action.

Sir AMurray was recalled, and on the 28 Jun Gen Sir E Allenby assumed command of the Egyptian Expeditionary
Force.

A vast amount of important work had been carried out under Sir A Murray. The maintenance of a large force
on the borders of Palestine was made possible by his organisation and construction. The striking range of the
Army was no longer confined to a short radius from a railhead on the coast. The supply of water had been
increased and material had been accumulated.

Pondering over the situation, General Chetwode prepared an appreciation and a plan which he placed before
the new Commander in Chief on his arrival. The plan, in its broad conception, was accepted, and Sir E Allenby
cabled to the War Cabinet, giving details of his proposed operations. ‘My plan of operations,’ says Sir E Allenby,
‘was based on his (Chetwode’s) appreciation of the situation, and on the scheme which he put forward to me
on my arrival in Egypt.’

The width of the enemy front remained the same,’Gaza to Beersheba, a distance of thirty miles - but every
week that passed made it stronger. It had always been held by a series of entrenched localities, and these were
now being joined up and improved. The attacks on Gaza had resulted in that place being transformed into a
modern fortress, capable, as General Chetwode knew, of protracted resistance. There was still a big gap of
some four miles between the Abu Hureira - Arab el Teiaha trench system and Beersheba, which stood by itself
though covered by strong works. The Turkish front was wide, but their lateral communications were good, and
enabled any portion of the line to be reinforced quickly.

The shifted balance in disposition of troops now left the Turks with one vulnerable flank only, and the plan was
to capture Beersheba, deploy a force on the high ground to the north and north—west of the town and attack
the Hureira—Sheria line.

‘This front of attack was chosen for the following reasons: The enemy’s works in this sector were less
formidable than elsewhere, and they were easier of approach than other parts of the enemy defences; when
Beersheba was in our hands we should have an open flank against, which to operate, and | would make full use
of our superiority in mounted troops, and a success here offered prospects, of pursuing our advantage and



forcing the enemy to abandon the rest of his fortified positions, which no other line of attack would afford.’
(Allenby.)

There were still, however, great difficulties to be overcome. The supply problem, when worked out, showed
that the whole transport of the army, including thirty thousand pack camels, would have to be allotted to one
portion of the force. Water was always a great anxiety. There was a supply, dependent on the success of the
attack, at Beersheba and Sheria, but meanwhile it would have to be developed at Esani, Khalasa, and Asluj.

Date Detail

1 Jul Coy route marches to Gamliin order to bathe. New classes of specialists formed. Coy Officers instructed
in Vickers-Maxim

2 Jul 2Lt AJ Parker (Cheshire) joined for duty. 2™ TAB inoculation to B Coy. 1 offr, 16 ORs detailed to form
part of TM Battery.

3 Jul Capt Carver to hospital. Practiced trench raids. 2" TAB inoculation for B Coy. Coy offrs instructed in
Vickers-Maxim.

4 Jul 2 Coys practiced consolidation and ? trenches. Coy offrs instructed in Vickers-Maxim.

5 Jul 2 Coys practiced trench raiding. Ciy offrs — Vickers-Maxim

6 Jul Bde night ex

7 ul Coy routes marches to Gamli for bathing

8 Jul Divine Service

9 Jul Musketry classes formed. Snipers instructed by ? Specialist training

10 Jul Instruction in range finding. Offrs Lewis gun classes started. 2 TAB — A Coy

11 Jul 2 TAB — D Coy. Classes as usual

12 Jul Coy route marches to Gamli for bathing. Bde night ex

13 Jul Training

14 Jul Training

15 Jul Divine service

16 Jul Training. 2Lts HH Bulmer, LW Lewis and 21 ORs taken on strength

17 Jul 2Lt WF Shepherd appointed Bn |0. Training of scouts and observers commenced.

18 Jul Company trg

19 Jul Bn attack ex. Bn ordered to stand-to and be prepared to move to complete at short notice.

20 Jul Usual training

21 Jul Usual training

22 Jul Divine service 1830hrs

23 Jul A&B Coys inspected by GOC 53 Div Route march.Thick fog in early morning.

24 Jul Field firing. 2Lt Naylor & 24 ORs from England

25 Jul Usual trg

26 Jul Field firing. 2Lt Nixson to hospital. 2Lt Parker and 9 ORS rejoined from hospital

27 Jul Lecture on trench construction. Lass instructed in sandbag revetments

28 Jul Field firing. 2Lt Pochin and 4 ORs proceded to Belah as advance party.

29 Jul Usual training

30 Jul Bn moved at 2000hrs to C14C. Relieved at Sha’uth by 2/20 London Regt

31 Jul Battalion moved to Belah arriving about 8.20pm.




War Diary --Juy 1917
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WA VN T DRV R W .

THE HEREFORDSHIRES IN
PALESTINE.

Interesting Events and Places
Recalled.

T
The following extracts from « letter of a
soldier 0f the Herefordshire Hegiment serving
in ngp’t'nml Palestine, written 1o o resident
of Kington, will be of interest to our readers:—
You have seen the aceount of our being in
action with the Turks o Monday and Tunesday,
March 26l and 27th, at Gaza, and on Thors-
day, Apsl 9cdi, in the tlnxi‘qg of Sawisan’s Ridge.
We jomed the Desert Column on Thursday,
Junuury th, when we left our post on the Snez

Canad, aud proceeded on i marci across the

Sinui Pemnsuin, travelling the northern youte
called the ** road to Hmpire,” one of tie most

ancient and listorical routes in tog world; o

ad whtre guen teve  cavened  and atuoes
Lave ougul suce e @itoest racda ol ddidis
Kind. a4 s cdued 1o tne Bslve U Lfe way ol

the Flidtisiites”
nrst steppiti . place, thisre aie L wolttes, lue
NG DY wincd We Bid Travedens—ioe Joriiean
OF CORSL roud; the ceniral roudte, wiici  has
the route taxken in the 7 kxouus ™ and toe
Hight or Josepn whd AWMLY With the chila Jesus
uto Kgypt; and toe soutnern toute, 10 Babylon,

We passad nany interesting places oo butue—.

ficads, amd saw wany ruins of past thupires.
Pelosiam was ‘one, o place where two great
battics were fonght, the one between the Lgyj
tians and Persiaus, the other between the Lgvi-

tians and Bomwans, and was where the Romans

built the city of that name, It was somewhere
here “Ahe Crusader  lunded, as also did the
army  of Napoleon, which nearly et with
disaster ip the Serboniant, « wide area of boggy

sand. The road to Bl Arish was over deep sund
‘and dey salt lakes, und was a very hard warch

indeed. (We stiyed just ontside the town for

about & week, and were then the front hne |

infantry troops.  We went on tw Kaffa, and

stayed ll;"ﬂmi;., ‘
From El" Arish the conntry began to get o
fertile, and from the barren waste of the 150
miles of desert we had marched across wheio
but & few palm trees and tumbled down native
dwellings were the only velief to the bLrown

sand, great patehes of enltivated land appeared ;.

barley being in tull ear, fg and almond

orchards, orangs and many other fruit trdes in
full folinge; also peas in pod, and a great variety

of wild Howers came gs n great change to the

dull monotony of the barren waste lefit behind,

We erossed the Egyptian frontier and entered

AL pangtara, Wiheg was oues

district to Sunday, March 2510, |

b

LRlestine  om FIupstay,  March  ed, 100 e
i attack at Gaza, and liad o couple of days’ rest
in an alinond and orange orchard, On Sunday
night our brigade started out to open the attack
on a sirong redoubt in front of the town, \We
were on the maove all day, and meant to atfack
at dawn, but o heavy fog and mist came on
about three o'clock, and Jasted some hours,
‘cansing sevious delay, When it clenred off ve
started our advance on the town, and had nat
| gone far when we cune nuder a very heavy fire,
| the pifle and muching gun five being very

intense.  We made slow but sure progress, aml
jnst after darkness fell earried the position with
the bayonet. We had a very rough time, as
you will se¢ by the losses, but earned grext
%r.rngse fram our General and the Commanderin-

dity, the Turks bringing up great reinforee-

ments, which were very heavily punished, We
| came “down ‘a short distance for a rest,’ the
shortage of water be o great difficulty.
Thosd tew hLours of fog on the Monday ‘mworn-
ing upsét a very great victory for us being
made, T am thankful to say 1 came through
quite safe, as at thoes it seemed impassible fo

canything to stand aguinst the rain of weta
the 'l‘u'r{n poured at us. I am sorry 1o sy o
of the old boys are wounded, inelud

; : ing Scergis)
Harry Harper and W, Swith miqsiﬁg).‘ o
Thursday, April 9th, we came in condact with
the enemy again in the taking of Samson’s
Ridge, We were snpﬁorhx'to__tbi- e Rogiment,
and came under shell and rifie fire, and before
evening were in the front line, ‘We mude tie
front hime trenches during the following nigh:
~and, what with snipers and shells coming over,
it was rather warm work. Since then we have
been under several rather heavy bombardments
bng)ll:ekig{n h;;"i:thld ’x:? lé)saw. &whlg z(’){t'mr
br "i moon kght nights during the past forn
| night there has been a 'l.oinvopga_erinl,v activits
| The Turks” Tanbes have eansed us many anxion«
T ¥, s At tines they come down quite low
and open :maching gun fwe.  Our air men wie

‘wonderfal, and must have nerves of steel, 1. 4

‘does net seemy o Dot here as in Bgypt, i¥
s very hoty, especinlly when there s o wint
blowing acriss the Syrian Desert., The flice
‘aud jnsects ate o very geeat pest, and give yoir
little rest. The natives are now gathering ir
(the grain crops, and it is a very inferestin:
isight to see them briuglplg’ in the camels, horses,
dovkeys, ete., Joaded with grain, and to sen the
Bedouins with the hints " (women) and il
dren, Most of the men have three or four wives
and o large numive of children, The town o
Gaza is the pluce where Samson was kept in
caplivity by {he Philistines, and we hive seon
the place where he is ' 1
the gates of the city.  The Herefords will
always have a very warm remembrance of the
mosgue just uutside the town, for it was near
there where the Turks were entrenched, and
where very finrce fighting took place. Ak

THE PRISONERS OF WAR,

There are now 26 men of the Heretordshire

Regiment prisoners of war in the hands of the |

Aurks.  Seven who are in Turkey were taken in
sﬁ‘ﬁxma:tmmliﬁfgh‘tjng; and 19 who teck part in
the ot :

e iuzn. are at Jmsnk\m and

hief. There was a stiffi fight again on Thars |

suppased to have carried
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The brothers 2377 Frank and 2374 Tom Edwards, with 1194 Tom Little were now members of the MGC, but
were still serving alongside The Herefordshire Regiment.



The Battalion football team:

A general view of the camp area:




The Officers’ Mess:

Maj ALB Green
Date Detail
1 Jul New padre had a celebration, the first since | came in. Frank Mills looked in to see us in evening. Cecil

Walsh, the nerve specialist, came in to see my leg. Said nothing to be done but didn’t sound too hopeful.
It will be a serious business for me if | have a permanent dropped foot.

2 Jul Was propped up in bed with bed rest for first time. Very tired after 2 hours of it. MacCarthy Morrogh came
in to see me. He is a nice chap.

3 Jul A good night on the whole after midnight. QMS Herbert came in to see me, also Burton after tea. Gen
Lawson (manpower) came round hospital.

4 Jul Had a splendid night after a bottle of stout; best | have had. Mrs Collins came in to tea.

5 Jul Not quite so good a night. Dull day with nothing doing.

6 Jul Quite a good night. A mail in at last with letters from Do of 7, 8, 11 & 13 also one from Pater and mater
and Margaret. Second edition of mail in evening with letters from Do of Jun 15 & 17 and one from John
and Mrs Paterson.

7 Jul Another good night. A further concentration from the mail this morning. Letter from Pater and Mater,

Maud Currey, Mrs Maclean, Mrs Barker and Mrs Dallin. Later a further batch — 2 from Do of 20 & 22, 2
from Mr Riecke and a pc from Auntie. Pateshall came in to see me with Mrs Collins looking very fit. Burton
came round.




8 Jul Had good night. Letter from Margaret and Fowler. Got up to tea in wheelchair and went along to see Page.
Very glad to get back to bed again after an hour.

9 Jul Still sleeping well. Letter from father arrived delayed by wrong address. Got up in chair again after tea.
MacCarthy Morrogh came in to see me.

10 Jul Nothing much doing. Letters from Margaret and Auntie which had been up the line by mistake. Got up for
an hour in the evening. Harker went to Alexandria.

11 Jul Nothing much happened. Was up for an hour in evening. Mrs Collins came to tea.

12 Jul Nothing fresh to record.

13 Jul Nothing much doing. Chipp, Foster and Nixson on leave came to see me. Berney admitted as patient —
rheumatism. Burton came in after tea.

14 Jul Nothing doing at all. Self, weather etc much as usual.

15 Jul Another quiet day. Nothing to record.

16 Jul Visit from Chipp otherwise quiet day. Concert in evening by Sirdasieh party.

17 Jul Mail in. Letters from Do of 24 & 27 Jun also from Margaret and the Mater. A visit from Miss Walker.

18 Jul Great day eye washing the place for CinC’s inspection tomorrow. Visit from MacCarthy Morrogh.

19 Jul Breakfast at 0700 owing to CinC’s inspection at 1030. Bad attack of inspection wind up by authorities. After
all General never came onto our ward. Visit from Burton.

20 Jul English mail in, letter from Do (Jul 1%*) and from Ida, Amy, Charlie and Mrs Crossley, pc from Auntie. Evelyn
and Russell came in to see me.

21 Jul Another bit of the mail in with letter from Mary Griffiths and some papers. Weather much hotter.

22 Jul Had communion service before breakfast. Visit in afternoon from Padre Lloyd who is on leave. Had been
sick at Rafa. MacCarthy Morrogh came in after tea.

23 Jul Nothing special doing. James Douglas Porth came in as a patient with furuncle in ear.

24 Jul Another beastly hot day. Guy Barker and Whitehouse came in to see me — just down on leave. Guy goes to
Alexandria tomorrow.

25 Jul Quiet sort of day — very hot. Mrs Collins and Burton came in to see me after tea.

26 Jul Rather cooler day. Quite a red letter day as | had my clothes on and went out for first drive. Went over
Kam EI Nir bridge and up to Giza then back over Giza bridge and along Rhodes Island. Out for about an
hour.

27 Jul Rather warmer again. King Power on leave came in to see me. Seems very fit and hopes to get leave home
soon.

28 Jul Very hot again all day. Mrs Collins took me for a very nice drive in evening around Gezireh Island and then
along Rhodes Island.

29 Jul Usual sort of day. Went for drive with Merry in evening. Went to Sporting Club where | had a dry martini —
very nice for a change.

30 Jul Nothing much doing. Didn’t go out today but got up in chair for a bit.




2" Battalion - Herringfleet

The 2" Battalion remained at Herringfleet on Home Defence duties; their numbers had been depleted by
reinforcement drafts to units in France and Army reorganisation was being considered which would see the
Battalion disbanded.

This was reflected in the minutes of an Officers’ Mess Meeting:







Reserve Battalion (formerly 3 Bn) — Oswestry

Regiment soldiers wore in the new battalion.
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The Army reorganisation also effected the Reserve Bn, and in July it merged with 4 Reserve Bn KSLI and moved
to Swansea. The Herefordshire Reserve Bn thus ceased to exist. It is unclear what capbadge ex Herefordshire

.
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