
THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT 

 

Their First World War ‘Story’ – July 1917  

 

The ‘Bigger’ Picture 
 

- Manchu Emperor (Hsuan-Fung) restored in China, but later abdicates 
- Li-Yuan-Hung, President of China, resigns and is succeeded by Feng-Kuo-Chang 
- Agreement signed at The Hague for the exchange of combatant and civilian British and German 
prisoners of war 
- Conscription Bill carried in Canadian House of Commons 
- Herr von Bethmann-Holweg, German Imperial Chancellor, resigns (appointed July 14th, 1909): 
succeeded by Dr Michaelis 
- Dr Artur von Zimmermann, German Foreign Minister, resigns. 
- The Reichstag passes Resolution as to German War Aims 
- Siam declares war on Germany and Austria-Hungary. 
- M Kerenski succeeds Prince Lvov as Premier of Russia 
- Full Inter-Allied Conference assembles in Paris to discuss the Balkan situation, with military, naval and 
political committees to discuss plans in view of a probable collapse of Russia 
- Agreement concluded between French and Italian Governments defining respective zones of 
influence in Asia Minor 

 
The Home Front 

- Proclamation issued changing name of British Royal House to Windsor. 
- Tank Corps formed in British Army 
- Severe aeroplane raid on England (Margate and London; casualties 250, mostly civilian: last on 

London by daylight 
- Sir Edward Carson, First Lord of the Admiralty, Great Britain, tenders his resignation 
- There was a period of Army reorganization as a result of:  continued losses and the need to absorb 
and train conscripts, the need for a robust and administrative support system, the need to deliver more 
complex training to meet developing tactics and equipment. 

 
The Western Front  

 
- Battles of Ypres, 1917 (British), begin with Battle of Pilckem Ridge 

 

Other Fronts 
 
EASTERN FRONT 
 - German Counter-offensive on the Eastern Front: Battle of East Galicia begins 

 

RUMANIA 
- First phase of Battle of Marasesti begins 

- Stanislau and Tarnopol in Galicia retaken by Austro-German forces. 

- Zaleszezyki (Galicia) recaptured by Austro-German forces 



 

ARABIA 

Aqaba occupied by Arab forces. 
 

PERSIA 

- Russian forces begin withdrawal from Western Persia: Qasr-i-Shirin evacuated 

 

MESOPOTAMIAN FRONT  
- British attack on Ramadi  

 

EAST AFRICA  
 - Action of Narungombe. 

   

At Sea 

  
- First regular convoy of merchant ships sails from Hampton Roads (Virginia) (Experimental convoys 
had been tried in May. Convoys outward from Great Britain did not start till August.) 
- Ponta Delgada (Azores) shelled by a German submarine. 
- HMS Vanguard (below) sunk by internal explosion in harbour at Scapa Flow with the loss of 843 of 
the 845 men aboard.  

 

 
 



Mine & U Boat Warfare 
 

- Concerted attack by German submarines on United States transports defeated 
 
MERCHANT SHIPPING 
 
British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month – 270 ships of 

568,000 tons gross. 
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The ‘Herefords’  
 

 

An interesting letter from the Hereford Times. 

 
 

 

Casualties (other than 1st Bn) 

 

NAME INIT RANK No1 No2 DATE HOW WHERE HOMETOWN Notes 
(Serving with) 

AYERS WILLIAM 

JEFFRIES 

ASGT 3449   10/07 KIA F&F BLAING KSLI 

BROOKES THOMAS PTE 4797   13/07 KIA F&F BRIDGNORTH GLOS 14 

DAVIES SYDNEY PTE 2537   31/07 KIA F&F CLUN SWB 11 

DAW WILLIAM PTE 4813 236878 25/07 KIA F&F HEREFORD LAB CORPS 

DICKER HERBERT PTE 1524   31/07 KIA F&F LLANGATTOCK SWB 11 

DUGGAN ARTHUR PTE 3203   11/07 KIA F&F KINNERSLEY GLOS 14 

LANCELEY JAMES PTE 4617   10/07 KIA F&F OSWESTRY BORDER 11 

PINCHES STANLEY 

WILLIAM 

PTE 4618   10/07 KIA F&F PEMBRIDGE BORDER 11 

WILCOX JOSEPH 

THOMAS 

PTE 4481   10/07 KIA F&F WARFIELD SAL BORDER 11 



 

 

The London Gazette 

 

Honours & Awards  

 
Publication Date    

06/07/1917 Green Maj ALB MID 

18/07/1917 Brain 235852 Pte CB Military Medal 

18/07/1917 Farmer 235967 Sgt SH Military Medal 

18/07/1917 Wheeler 235849 LCpl WH Military Medal 

 

 
 



Promotions & Appointments (extracts from the London Gazette) 

 
Publication Date   Detail Remarks 

02/07/1917 Barker FC to be major   

02/07/1917 Berney GN reverts to lieutenant   

02/07/1917 Evelyn FHL to be captain coy comd   

02/07/1917 Green ALB reverts to captain   

03/07/1917 Green ALB to be major   

03/07/1917 Symonds-Tayler RHT to be major   

04/07/1917 Croft HW relinquishes commission ill health 

06/07/1917 Bourne  RC seconded to staff to be 

lieutenant 

  

07/07/1917 Barnard EC appointed flying officer RFC   

10/07/1917 Bell  AL seconded to RE   

10/07/1917 Bourne  RC reverts to second lieutenant   

12/07/1917 Price TL to be quartermaster and 

honorary lieutenant 

volunteer Bn 

14/07/1917 Lawrie LG seconded RFC   

19/07/1917 Bennett MC to be lieutenant   

19/07/1917 Capel  EA to be major   

19/07/1917 Carden JH     

19/07/1917 Challis FG     

19/07/1917 Crossley AH to be lieuteant flying officer 

observer RFC 

since DOW 

19/07/1917 Evelyn FHL to be captain   

19/07/1917 Haymes REH to be lieutenant   

19/07/1917 Jackson-Tayler PS to be captain   

19/07/1917 Job LKV to be lieutenant   

19/07/1917 Levason DGG to be captain since DOW 

19/07/1917 Lewis PG to be captain   

19/07/1917 Mitchell PM to be lieutenant   

19/07/1917 Parker  P to be lieutenant   

19/07/1917 Phillips LB to be captain   

19/07/1917 Pilkington CEG to be captain   

19/07/1917 Pritchett EG     

19/07/1917 Ragg T      

19/07/1917 Williams GJ to be lieutenant   

19/07/1917 Wilson A to be captain since KIA 

26/07/1917 Drennan W StG resigns commission   

26/07/1917 Hunt JD  correction to entry of 15 Jun 

should be Hertfordshire 

  

28/07/1917 Bourne  RC seconded special appointment   



HEREFORD 

 

Depot functions continue, including the administration of sick and wounded soldiers and those awaiting 

disciplinary procedures.  

 

No direct enlistments into The Herefords are recorded. 

 

Some of those discharged were: 
 

NAME INIT RANK NO1 NO2 TERM HOMETOWN Notes 

BIRD ALFRED CHARLES LSGT 1801 235438      Served Suvla Bay 

CARTWRIGHT WILLIAM LIONEL PTE 1937   xvi Eardisley   

CHILWELL NP PTE   238295 xvi     

EVANS ALFRED CSM 190 235014 Timex - 

age 

ROSS Served Suvla Bay 

JONES ALFRED PTE   238131 xvi   Served Suvla Bay 

JONES GEORGE PTE   238375 xvi    

PERKINS HERBERT PTE 3518 236247 xvi    

TILLION JAMES E PTE 2035 235565 xvi CHELTENHAM Served Suvla Bay 

WILLIAMS JAMES PTE 2394 235745 xvi BANKHOUSE Served Suvla Bay 

WINTER FRANK PTE 1639 235358 xvi 

Wounds 

EASTNOR Served Suvla Bay 

xvi - unfit through either wounds or sickness 

iiicc - unlikely to become an efficient soldier 

timex - Territorial soldier whose time of commitment has expired. 

 



 



 



 

The Volunteer Bn (Hereford - formerly the Volunteer Training Corps (VTC)) 

 

Life for the Volunteer Bn continued to be busy with regular parades and duties. There were proposals to expand 

the Volunteer movement in Herefordshire. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1st Battalion 

 

Casualties  

 

NAME INIT RANK No1 No2 DATE HOW WHERE HOMETOWN Notes 
(Serving with) 

DAVIES OWEN LCPL 3520 236248 15/07 DOW MEF WOOLHOPE  

HUGHES GEORGE PTE 4333 236772 21/07 Died IRAQ BRAMPTON 

BRYAN 

As POW 

HUNT HARRY PTE 3288 236123 02/07 KIA MEF LEOMINSTER  

 

Pte Hunt’s date of death is as recorded by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission – but no casualties are 

recorded in the Battalion War Diary. 

‘Routine’ activity continued in maintaining and bettering defensive positions and training and preparing for 
forthcoming offensive action. 

Sir A Murray was recalled, and on the 28 Jun Gen Sir E Allenby assumed command of the Egyptian Expeditionary 
Force. 
 
A vast amount of important work had been carried out under Sir A Murray. The maintenance of a large force 
on the borders of Palestine was made possible by his organisation and construction. The striking range of the 
Army was no longer confined to a short radius from a railhead on the coast. The supply of water had been 
increased and material had been accumulated. 
 
Pondering over the situation, General Chetwode prepared an appreciation and a plan which he placed before 
the new Commander in Chief on his arrival. The plan, in its broad conception, was accepted, and Sir E Allenby 
cabled to the War Cabinet, giving details of his proposed operations. ‘My plan of operations,’ says Sir E Allenby, 
‘was based on his (Chetwode’s) appreciation of the situation, and on the scheme which he put forward to me 
on my arrival in Egypt.’ 
 
The width of the enemy front remained the same,‘Gaza to Beersheba, a distance of thirty miles - but every 
week that passed made it stronger. It had always been held by a series of entrenched localities, and these were 
now being joined up and improved. The attacks on Gaza had resulted in that place being transformed into a 
modern fortress, capable, as General Chetwode knew, of protracted resistance. There was still a big gap of 
some four miles between the Abu Hureira - Arab el Teiaha trench system and Beersheba, which stood by itself 
though covered by strong works. The Turkish front was wide, but their lateral communications were good, and 
enabled any portion of the line to be reinforced quickly. 
 
The shifted balance in disposition of troops now left the Turks with one vulnerable flank only, and the plan was 
to capture Beersheba, deploy a force on the high ground to the north and north—west of the town and attack 
the Hureira—Sheria line. 
 
‘This front of attack was chosen for the following reasons: The enemy’s works in this sector were less 
formidable than elsewhere, and they were easier of approach than other parts of the enemy defences; when 
Beersheba was in our hands we should have an open flank against, which to operate, and I would make full use 
of our superiority in mounted troops, and a success here offered prospects, of pursuing our advantage and 



forcing the enemy to abandon the rest of his fortified positions, which no other line of attack would afford.’ 
(Allenby.) 
 
There were still, however, great difficulties to be overcome. The supply problem, when worked out, showed 
that the whole transport of the army, including thirty thousand pack camels, would have to be allotted to one 
portion of the force. Water was always a great anxiety. There was a supply, dependent on the success of the 
attack, at Beersheba and Sheria, but meanwhile it would have to be developed at Esani, Khalasa, and Asluj. 
 

 

 Date Detail 

1 Jul Coy route marches to Gamli in order to bathe. New classes of specialists formed. Coy Officers instructed 

in Vickers-Maxim 

2 Jul 2Lt AJ Parker (Cheshire) joined for duty. 2nd TAB inoculation to B Coy. 1 offr, 16 ORs detailed to form 

part of TM Battery. 

3 Jul Capt Carver to hospital. Practiced trench raids. 2nd TAB inoculation for B Coy. Coy offrs instructed in 

Vickers-Maxim. 

4 Jul 2 Coys practiced consolidation and ? trenches. Coy offrs instructed in Vickers-Maxim. 

5 Jul 2 Coys practiced trench raiding. Ciy offrs – Vickers-Maxim 

6 Jul Bde night ex 

7 ul Coy routes marches to Gamli for bathing 

8 Jul Divine Service 

9 Jul Musketry classes formed. Snipers instructed by ? Specialist training 

10 Jul Instruction in range finding. Offrs Lewis gun classes started. 2 TAB – A Coy 

11 Jul 2 TAB – D Coy. Classes as usual 

12 Jul Coy route marches to Gamli for bathing. Bde night ex 

13 Jul Training 

14 Jul Training 

15 Jul Divine service 

16 Jul Training. 2Lts HH Bulmer, LW Lewis and 21 ORs taken on strength 

17 Jul 2Lt WF Shepherd appointed Bn IO. Training of scouts and observers commenced. 

18 Jul Company trg 

19 Jul Bn attack ex. Bn ordered to stand-to and be prepared to move to complete at short notice. 

20 Jul Usual training 

21 Jul Usual training 

22 Jul Divine service 1830hrs 

23 Jul A&B Coys inspected by GOC 53 Div Route march.Thick fog in early morning. 

24 Jul Field firing. 2Lt Naylor & 24 ORs from England 

25 Jul Usual trg 

26 Jul Field firing. 2Lt Nixson to hospital. 2Lt Parker and 9 ORS rejoined from hospital 

27 Jul Lecture on trench construction. Lass instructed in sandbag revetments 

28 Jul Field firing. 2Lt Pochin and 4 ORs proceded to Belah as advance party. 

29 Jul Usual training 

30 Jul Bn moved at 2000hrs to C14C. Relieved at Sha’uth by 2/20 London Regt 

31 Jul Battalion moved to Belah arriving about 8.20pm. 



 



  
 



 
  

 



 

The brothers 2377 Frank and 2374 Tom Edwards, with 1194 Tom Little were now members of the MGC, but 

were still serving alongside The Herefordshire Regiment. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Battalion football team: 

 

A general view of the camp area: 

 



The Officers’ Mess: 

 

 

Maj ALB Green 

Date Detail 

1 Jul  New padre had a celebration, the first since I came in. Frank Mills looked in to see us in evening. Cecil 

Walsh, the nerve specialist, came in to see my leg. Said nothing to be done but didn’t sound too hopeful. 

It will be a serious business for me if I have a permanent dropped foot. 

2 Jul  Was propped up in bed with bed rest for first time. Very tired after 2 hours of it. MacCarthy Morrogh came 

in to see me. He is a nice chap. 

3 Jul  A good night on the whole after midnight. QMS Herbert came in to see me, also Burton after tea. Gen 

Lawson (manpower) came round hospital. 

4 Jul  Had a splendid night after a bottle of stout; best I have had. Mrs Collins came in to tea. 

5 Jul  Not quite so good a night. Dull day with nothing doing. 

6 Jul  Quite a good night. A mail in at last with letters from Do of 7, 8, 11 & 13 also one from Pater and mater 

and Margaret. Second edition of mail in evening with letters from Do of Jun 15 & 17 and one from John 

and Mrs Paterson. 

7 Jul  Another good night. A further concentration from the mail this morning. Letter from Pater and Mater, 

Maud Currey, Mrs Maclean, Mrs Barker and Mrs Dallin. Later a further batch – 2 from Do of 20 & 22, 2 

from Mr Riecke and a pc from Auntie. Pateshall came in to see me with Mrs Collins looking very fit. Burton 

came round. 



8 Jul  Had good night. Letter from Margaret and Fowler. Got up to tea in wheelchair and went along to see Page. 

Very glad to get back to bed again after an hour. 

9 Jul  Still sleeping well. Letter from father arrived delayed by wrong address. Got up in chair again after tea. 

MacCarthy Morrogh came in to see me. 

10 Jul  Nothing much doing. Letters from Margaret and Auntie which had been up the line by mistake. Got up for 

an hour in the evening. Harker went to Alexandria. 

11 Jul  Nothing much happened. Was up for an hour in evening. Mrs Collins came to tea. 

12 Jul  Nothing fresh to record. 

13 Jul  Nothing much doing. Chipp, Foster and Nixson on leave came to see me. Berney admitted as patient – 

rheumatism. Burton came in after tea. 

14 Jul  Nothing doing at all. Self, weather etc much as usual. 

15 Jul  Another quiet day. Nothing to record. 

16 Jul  Visit from Chipp otherwise quiet day. Concert in evening by Sirdasieh party. 

17 Jul  Mail in. Letters from Do of 24 & 27 Jun also from Margaret and the Mater. A visit from Miss Walker. 

18 Jul  Great day eye washing the place for CinC’s inspection tomorrow. Visit from MacCarthy Morrogh. 

19 Jul  Breakfast at 0700 owing to CinC’s inspection at 1030. Bad attack of inspection wind up by authorities. After 

all General never came onto our ward. Visit from Burton. 

20 Jul  English mail in, letter from Do (Jul 1st ) and from Ida, Amy, Charlie and Mrs Crossley, pc from Auntie. Evelyn 

and Russell came in to see me. 

21 Jul  Another bit of the mail in with letter from Mary Griffiths and some papers. Weather much hotter. 

22 Jul  Had communion service before breakfast. Visit in afternoon from Padre Lloyd who is on leave. Had been 

sick at Rafa. MacCarthy Morrogh came in after tea. 

23 Jul  Nothing special doing. James Douglas Porth came in as a patient with furuncle in ear. 

24 Jul  Another beastly hot day. Guy Barker and Whitehouse came in to see me – just down on leave. Guy goes to 

Alexandria tomorrow. 

25 Jul  Quiet sort of day – very hot. Mrs Collins and Burton came in to see me after tea. 

26 Jul  Rather cooler day. Quite a red letter day as I had my clothes on and went out for first drive. Went over 

Kam El Nir bridge and up to Giza then back over Giza bridge and along Rhodes Island. Out for about an 

hour. 

27 Jul  Rather warmer again. King Power on leave came in to see me. Seems very fit and hopes to get leave home 

soon. 

28 Jul  Very hot again all day. Mrs Collins took me for a very nice drive in evening around Gezireh Island and then 

along Rhodes Island. 

29 Jul  Usual sort of day. Went for drive with Merry in evening. Went to Sporting Club where I had a dry martini – 

very nice for a change. 

30 Jul  Nothing much doing. Didn’t go out today but got up in chair for a bit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2nd Battalion - Herringfleet 
 

The 2nd Battalion remained at Herringfleet on Home Defence duties; their numbers had been depleted by 

reinforcement drafts to units in France and Army reorganisation was being considered which would see the 

Battalion disbanded. 

 

This was reflected in the minutes of an Officers’ Mess Meeting: 

 

 
 



. 

 



 

 

Reserve Battalion  (formerly 3 Bn) – Oswestry 

 

The Army reorganisation also effected the Reserve Bn, and in July it merged with 4 Reserve Bn KSLI and moved 

to Swansea. The  Herefordshire Reserve Bn thus ceased to exist. It is unclear what capbadge ex Herefordshire 

Regiment soldiers wore in the new battalion. 

 

 


