THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT

Their First World War ‘Story’ — December 1918

THIS WILL BE THE LAST MONTHLY POST COVERING THE REGIMENT’S EXPLOITS
DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR.
A RECORD OF THEIR SUBSEQUENT ACTIVITIES AND A SUMMARY OF
THEIR WAR EXPERIENCES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN JANUARY

The ‘Bigger’ Picture

The political implications of the Armistice and the ‘defeat’ of the central Powers has a far reaching political effect.

Whilst operations ceased on the Western Front there was still considerable activity as part of ‘the Russian
Intervention’.

GERMANY

16th - First meeting of ‘Imperial Conference’ of Soldiers and Workmen in Berlin.

YUGOSLAVIA

- Yugo-Slav National Council at Agram proclaim the union of all Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes in one State.
- M Stoyan Protich appointed Prime Minister of the United Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes.
SERBIA

- Serbian Government reinstated at Belgrade

- M. Pasich, Premier of Serbia, resigns. (Appointed in 1912)

POLAND

Poland severs diplomatic relations with Germany

ROMANIA
- General Coanda appointed Rumanian Premier and Foreign Minister.

- National Assembly of the Rumanians of Transylvania, the Banat and other districts of Hungary, assembled
at Alba-Julia (Transylvania), decree their union with Rumania.

- Deputation from the National Council of The Bukovina arrives at Jassy to inform Rumanian Government
that National Council has voted for union with Rumania.

- The Bessarabian National Council abrogate the stipulations for local autonomy and declare the
unconditional union of Bessarabia with Rumania

- General Coanda, Rumanian Premier and Foreign Minister, resigns; M. Bratianu appointed.

- King of Rumania issues Proclamation annexing the Rumanian provinces of Austria-Hungary.

PORTUGAL
- Senhor JT de Sousa Barboza appointed Portuguese Premier and Minister of Interior.
- Dr. da Silva Paes, Portuguese President, assassinated

- Sen Antunes appointed Acting Portuguese President.

UKRAINE

- Formation of West Ukraine Republic announced.



FINLAND
- Gen Mannerheim elected Regent of Finland

The Home Front

- 4th - Demobilisation of the British Army begins.

Employers could apply for the release of their employees:
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The Western Front

- Armistice on the Western Front prolonged to January 17t

- 1st - British, and United States troops cross the German frontier. Treves occupied by United States troops.
- 6th - Cologne entered by British troops.

- 8th - Coblenz occupied by United States troops.

- 12th - British troops cross the Rhine at Cologne

The Eastern Front

RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR

- Perm (East Russia) taken by Kolchak's forces

ROMANIA

- Last Bulgarian troops evacuate the Dobrudja

UKRAINE
- Odessa occupied by Petlyura's Ukrainian revolutionary forces

FINLAND

- Last German troops leave Finland (see April 3rd).

HUNGARY
- Field-Marshal Mackensen and his forces surrender to the Hungarians near Budapest.

UKRAINE

- Kiev occupied by Petlyura's Ukrainian revolutionary forces.



ESTONIA

- Dorpat (Estonia) evacuated by the German forces

Other Fronts

ARABIA
- Lahej, Southern Arabia reoccupied by British forces.
13th - Hodeida, Southern Arabia taken by British forces.

CASPIAN INTERVENTION

- Batum, Georgia occupied by British forces. This force subsequently occupied the whole of Georgia, with
headquarters at Tiflis.

At Sea

BALTIC SEA

- HMS Cassandra sunk by mine. Following the end of the First World War, 6th Light Cruiser Squadron,
including Cassandra, formed part of a force sent to the to support the independence of the newly founded Baltic
States against the Bolsheviks. On 5 Dec the force was on passage to Tallinn, threatened by a Bolshevik army,
when Cassandra struck a mine, part of an uncharted German minefield, near Saaremaain the Gulf of
Finland. Cassandra quickly ~ sank, but most of her «crew were rescued by the destroyers
Westminster and Vendetta with only eleven of her crew lost. (Ten were killed by the initial explosion while one man
fell overboard during the rescue attempt)

CASPIAN SEA
- Naval action in the Caspian between British and Bolshevik vessels

BLACK SEA
- French troops land at Odessa.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolsheviks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tallinn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_mine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saaremaa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_of_Finland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_of_Finland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Westminster_(L40)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMAS_Vendetta_(D69)
http://www.naval-history.net/PhotoWW1-06clCassandra1GS.JPG

The ‘Herefords’

Casualties
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The London Gazette
Honours & Awards
Publication Detail Remarks
Date
30 Dec Chipp WF MID
30 Dec Chubb CS MID
235011
30 Dec Coleman CSM CK MID
30 Dec Millyard G MID attd 6 KSLI
Promotions & Appointments (extracts from the London Gazette)
Publication Detail Remarks
Date
05 Dec Ashton P to be Bde Maj
reverts to lieutenant on ceasing to be coy
11 Dec Lovering CD comd
11 Dec Lovering CD to be captain
11 Dec Payne EJ to be captain KSLI attd
20 Dec Green ALB to be major
21 Dec Lawrence HM to be CO from Scottish Rifles
30 Dec Evans EH to be Lt Col & CO RWEF attached
HEREFORD
The following are recorded as being discharged:
NAME INIT RANK | Nol No2 Date Why Hometown Notes
(Serving with)
BIRCHWOOD ARTHUR PTE 236934 | 02 Dec 2b
GREEN ESTIL PTE 237335 | 03 Dec | xvi
WATKINS EDGAR PTE 239385 | 03 Dec | 2B
PARKER ALFRED PTE 239057 | 04 Dec 2B
PEMBRIDGE JOHN FRANCIS CPL 235726 | 04 Dec | 2B




WALL ALBERT PTE 3688 | 236348 | 04 Dec | 2B
BRUMBILL WILLIAM PTE 1836 | 235459 | 05Dec | 2b HEREFORD
FREDERICK
MATTHEWS HARRY CPL 1809 | 235442 | 05Dec | 2B ROSS
WEBB HAROLD JAMES PTE 4895 235899 | 05 Dec 2B
OWENS JOHN WALTER PTE 4156 | 236660 | 06 Dec | 2B
DEVLIN FRANK PTE 1237 235160 | 11 Dec 2B HEREFORD
EVANS IVOR JOHN CPL 967 235080 | 11 Dec KINGTON
MILES TOM PTE 237036 | 12 Dec 2B
WRIGHT GEORGE SGT 1680 235380 | 12 Dec XXva HEREFORD
GRIFFITH CLIFFORD PTE 235479 | 14 Dec | xviA Aston
HOSTINS
HERRICK RICHARD PTE 5482 14 Dec STOCKPORT
JONES WILLIAM PTE 1622 | 235348 | 14 Dec
WATKINS ALBERT W PTE 2543 | 35808 14 Dec | 2B RUARDEAN Served Suvla
Bay.
Wounds
BROWN WALLACE ACPL 238551 | 20 Dec XVi
THOMAS
JORDAN JOB PTE 236805 | 20 Dec | 2B Monkland
JONES THOMAS PTE 236893 | 28 Dec | xvi
WILLIAM R
MOSS FRANK PTE 238743 | 28 Dec 2B

Xvi/2b - unfit through either wounds or sickness
iiicc - unlikely to become an efficient soldier

The release of prisoners of war were being reported in the newspapers:
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Families lived in hope that their missing relatives might still be alive and sought information from returning pows:
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The Regimental Colours were sent from Hereford to the 1 Battalion in Germany.
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15t Battalion

Casualties No casualties recorded

From 34 Div War Diary

On 12 Dec the Div moved again to the area in the angle formed by the Meuse and Sambre at Namur, and did not
reach its destination till 19th. Except on the last day, it rained hard, and the route was over pave roads and through
the streets of Louviere, Charleroi, and other mining towns. Very few men fell out, though the test was a severe one.
The distributions at the end of the march was as follows: Div HQ at Profondeville; 152 Bde RFA at Franiere; 160 Bde
RFA at Bois de Villers; 113 Bde RFA at St Gerard; DAC at Arsimont Ham; 101 Inf Bde Gp at Malonne; 102 Bde Gp at
Fosse; 103 Bde Gp at Avelais; RE at Lesves and Arbres; Pioneers at Wepion; MGC Bn at Florette.

Here we stayed till 17 Jan. Training and education went on, varied by joy rides to Brussels, for which one lorry per
brigade was allowed. The Chequers gave a gala performance in Brussels, and ran the annual pantomime better than
ever at Malonne, Namur, and finally at Siegburg.

On 22 Dec the demobilisation began, miners and pivotal men leading the way.

From The Battalion War Diary:

Date Detail
1 Dec Brigade Church parade.

2 Dec Battalion and company training.
3 Dec As per 2",

4 Dec Battalion drill.

5 Dec Battalion route march.

6 Dec Battalion and company training.
7 Dec As per 6%,

8 Dec Brigade Church parade.

9 Dec Battalion drill.

10 Dec | Battalion and Company drill.

11 Dec | Presentation of British and Foreign decorations by GOC 34 Division to 102 Brigade.

12 Dec | Battalion marched brigaded to Silly; very wet march’ billeted in houses and barns.
13 Dec | Rest day.
14 Dec | Battalion marched brigaded to Soignes, billeted in tannery and works.

15 Dec | Sunday, rest day, Battalion Church Parade.

16 Dec | Battalion marched brigaded to Le Hestre, billeted in houses, very wet march.

17 Dec | Battalion again moved to Moncean, billeted in empty houses, wet march.

18 Dec | Battalion marched brigaded to Chatelet, billeted in empty factory. Very wet march. Colours
arrived from England with Capts OB Wallis and Lt Jones.

19 Dec | Battalion marched brigaded to Fosse, billeted in empty houses’ very wet march.

20 Dec | Re arrangement and cleaning of billets, this being the proposed winter quarters.
21 Dec | Asper 20™.
22 Dec | Sunday Service, first draft left to be demobilised.

23 Dec | Administrative work.

24 Dec | As per 23,

25 Dec | Christmas Day — Brigade Divine Service.
26 Dec | Bank holiday.

27 Dec | Battalion route march.




28 Dec | Company training.
29 Dec | Sunday — Divine Service.
30 Dec | Battalion and company training.

31 Dec | Route march.
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From the Diaries of:

Sgt Colley

A couple of days later we were informed that we, as part of the 2"® Army had been chosen as part of the Army of
Occupation, and we commenced a long long march towards the German frontier. It was a victorious march, the Belgian
people being over delighted at being liberated from the tyranny of the Bosch. Each village we passed through was
beflagged and decorated. We passed through Renaise, Flobecq where we started for 3 weeks ago, then on again to
Soignes, Monsier, Lussambre, Charleroi eventually arriving at the village of Fosse, 20 miles west of Namur. It was only



a small village and we didn’t relish the idea of spending the winter there. Football was the chief pastime indulged in;
motor trips to Namur and Brussels were also arranged. We spent a quiet Christmas.

Demobilisation had now commenced, miners being the first group to leave for England. It was surprising the number
of miners we had in the Battalion; everyone wanted to become a miner.

Sgt Pugh
Afterwards we moved to Bonn and went on with the Army Of occupation. The people in German towns and villages
were very glad to see us and were just as pleased it was over as we were. We were at Fosse in Belgium for Christmas

1918 on the way to Bonn and we had a good time much better than our time in Jerusalem in 1917.

Sgt Harris

Sgt Harris remained at Rouen recovering from dental treatment.

1 Dec Wrote to L, Colwell and Mother

3 Dec Visited Rouen

4 Dec Letter frm lvy; wrote to Mrs Smith and PC to Cis

5 Dec Letter from May

6 Dec Wrote May & Ivy. Went to cinema

8 Dec Went to service

9 Dec Letter from Olive& Mother; wrote Mother

10 Dec Wrote Olive

12 Dec Gum rest

13 Dec Took charge of the Dining Mess

14 Dec Visited Rouen

16 Dec Visited Rouen

17 Dec Sent parcel for Mother & Cis

18 Dec Sent Christmas cards to all

20 Dec Letter from Olive & Len

21 Dec Wrote to May & Olive

23 Dec Went to morning and evening service

24 Dec Busy decorating the dining halls; cigarettes from L
25 Dec Had a jolly good day finishing up with a grand concert in the mess
26 Dec Went to town visited the Tivoli; wrote card to ?
27 Dec Detailed to guard to replace sergeant under arrest
28 Dec Wrote to Ivy

29 Dec Went to Church

30 Dec Worote to Syd and L. Application to C of BEF

31 Dec Grand concert held in mess, lasting just over midnight.
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‘A HARBOUR SIGNAL. At the entrance to certain
seaports there is placed an arm as shown in the accom-
panying sketch. This somewhat resembles a railway
signal, and if the harbour is clear for a ship to enter the
arm stands horizontally, but if not it remains down, At
night a green light informs captains of vessels that the
harbour is clear to enter; while on the other side a red
light indicates that it is dang to go out.

Sgt Harris, bearing the chequer board shoulder title of 34 Div, and wearing 3 overseas service chevrons.
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The Volunteer Bn continued to parade, but on a voluntary basis. They also supported military activities in the county

The 1%t Volunteer Bn - Hereford (formerly the Volunteer Training Corps (VTC))

such as Pte Clarke’s (North Lancashire Regt) funeral:
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The 1% Cadet Bn Herefordshire Regiment

The Cadet bn continued to parade and had supported the parade when the Colours were sent to the 1% Bn.



