
THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT 
 

Their First World War ‘Story’ –  May 1918  
 

The ‘Bigger’ Picture 
 

- Armistice signed at Korenevo between Russia and The Ukraine (German-Ukrainian Command) 
- Turko-German delegates arrive at Batum to negotiate peace with the Georgians and Armenians  
- Trans-Caucasian Federal Government dissolved. Georgia declares Independence and forms a National 
Government. - Armenian National Council assume charge of Armenian affairs. Tatar National Council proclaim 
establishment of a Republic of Azerbaijan. 
- Final Treaty of Peace signed between Rumania and Bulgaria, Central Powers and Turkey, together with various 
supplementary treaties between the separate contracting parties. 
- Nicaragua declares war on Germany and on Austria-Hungary. 
- Costa Rica declares war on Germany. 
- Peace signed in Berlin between Finland and Turkey. 
- Peace Treaty signed at Vienna between Austria-Hungary and Finland. 
- Military Treaty (Waffenbund) signed between Germany and Austria-Hungary. 
- Agreement between Entente Powers, Japan, and China against German penetration in Far East announced 
- Agreement signed at Peking between China and Japan for military co-operation against German and Bolshevik 
aggression 
- Dr SBO da Paes, Portuguese Premier, resigns. Senhor JT de Souza Barboza, appointed Portuguese Secretary of 
the Interior. (The appointment, of Premier lapsed between May 15th and December 23rd. During this period 
the functions of the office were performed by the Secretary of the Interior.) 
- MG Cooreman succeeds Baron de Broqueville as Belgian Prime Minister (Baron de Broqueville was appointed 
in 1911) (Baron de Broqueville and M Cooreman presided over the Cabinet without the title of Prime Minister. 
- Agreement concluded regarding export of sand and gravel from The Netherlands for German use . 
- Joint Trade Committee of Entente Powers formed in Holland. 
- The following map featured in the Hereford Times along with an editorial saying the proposal was totally 
unacceptable! 

 



The Home Front 
 
- Field-Marshal Lord French appointed Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
- Sinn Fein leaders arrested in Ireland and interned 
- British Government publish account of Irish-German plots 

- Last German night aeroplane raid on London in which casualties were inflicted; 49 killed and 177 wounded. 
(There were altogether nineteen aeroplane raids on London during which bombs were dropped, and one air 
reconnaissance during which no bombs were dropped.)  

- German submarine bombards St Kilda (Hebrides). 

 
The Western Front  
 

- Battle of the Aisne, 1918  

- Craonne again taken by German forces. 

- Soissons again taken by German forces. 

- Fère-en-Tardenois taken by German forces. 

- German forces reach the Marne. Château-Thierry and Dormans captured. 
 

The Eastern Front 
 

 Russia 

- Gen FC Poole lands at Murmansk to organise the North Russia Expeditionary Force 

 

Black Sea 

- Part of Russian Black Sea Fleet seized by the Germans 

 
Other Fronts 
 

BALKANS 

- Battle of the Skra di Legen, Macedonia 
 
CAUCASUS  
- Alexandropol, Georgia occupied by Turkish forces 
 

MESOPOTAMIA 

- Kirkuk taken by British forces then evacuated. 
 
PALESTINE 
- Second action of Es Salt  

 

AVIATION 

 

- First British retaliatory air raid on German towns. Cologne bombed by day. 

- German air raid on British camps and hospitals at Etaples; heavy casualties 
   
 
 



At Sea 
         

Ostend Raid. Blocking attack on Ostend. HMS Vindictive sunk to block the harbor. She had been fitted out for 
the Zeebrugge Raid when she went alongside the mole. Most of her guns were replaced by howitzers, flame-
throwers and mortars. She was in fierce action and her upperworks were badly damaged. She was later sunk as 
a blockship during the Second Ostend Raid on 10 May 1918. HM Motor Launch 254 picked up 38 survivors of 
Vindictive's 55 crewmen. The wreck was raised on 16 August 1920 and subsequently broken up. The bow section 
has been preserved in Ostend harbour serving as a memorial. One of Vindictive's 7.5-inch howitzers was acquired 
and preserved by the Imperial War Museum. 

  

 
-  Italian naval raid (using climbing boats) on Pola Harbour. Climbing boats, were 'naval tanks', provided with 

two lateral caterpillar chains for overcoming harbour barrages. They were designed specifically to force the 
main Austrian naval base of Pola. 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeebrugge_Raid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mole_(architecture)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howitzer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flame-thrower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flame-thrower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mortar_(weapon)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blockship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Ostend_Raid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BL_7.5_inch_Naval_Howitzer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_War_Museum


U-BOAT WARFARE 
 

 - British, Allied and Neutral ships lost to enemy submarines, mines and cruisers etc in the month – 147 ships of 

306,000 tons gross. 

 

 
 

The ‘Herefords’  
 

Casualties (other than 1st Bn) 

 

NAME INIT RANK No1 No2 Date How Where Hometown Notes 
(Serving with) 

DEAN ARTHUR PTE   238456 02 May DOW F&F BURNLEY KSLI 7 

EVERALL 

William 

John Pte 2241   27 May KIA F&F Knighton KSLI 1 

HAYNES ARTHUR 

WILM 

JAMES 

PTE   239216 06 May KIA F&F LUDLOW KSLI 7 

PRITCHETT EDWARD 

GUY 

LT     16 May KIA   ASHPERTON KSLI 6 

WILLIAMS JOHN PTE   236910 02 May KIA F&F SHIFNAL KSLI 7 
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The London Gazette 

 

Honours & Awards  

 

Publication 
Date 

  Detail Remarks 

1 May Trapp 235701 Asjt H DCM  

 
 

Promotions & Appointments (extracts from the London Gazette) 

 

Publication 
Date 

  Detail Remarks 

01 May Ragg T reverts to lieutenant on 
relinquishes post of Bde Sigs Offr 

  

03 May Griffiths CA to be second lieutenant volunteer bn; ex chaplain 
Queensland Def Force 

03 May Hooper RS to be major appointed DAAG   

17 May Fuller F to be lieutenant   

17 May Lewis AM to be lieutenant   

17 May Ray C to be lieutenant   

22 May Drage G resigns commission  Lt Col (late CO) 

23 May Mogridge EC to be lieutenant   

30 May Blackmon MGL to be lieutenant   

30 May Caldicott CBLG to be lieutenant and asst adjutant volunteer bn 

 

The full reason for Lt Col Drage’s retirement are not known, but as a 48 year old who had commanded the 

Battalion since 1914 and been involved in all its action in Suvla Bay and the Middle East – a degree of exhaustion 

may be assumed. 

 

 

 



HEREFORD 
 

Depot functions continue, including the administration of sick and wounded soldiers and those awaiting 

disciplinary procedures.  
 

Some of those discharged were: 

 

NAME INIT RANK No1 No2 Date Why Hometown Notes 
 

DUNN WILLIAM 
HUBERT 

PTE 1855 235468 04 May 2B KEMPLEY POW of Turks 
Released Feb 18 

ROBERTS ARTHUR 
ERN 

LCPL 2268 235687 04 May 2B HEREFORD   

POWELL ARTHUR 
CLIFFORD 

PTE 4083   06 May unfit Llandrindod 
Wells 

  

HOLT HARRY PTE   206919 13 May      

CONSTABLE JAMES PTE   245483 15 May      

WHITNEY Frederick 
James 

Pte 5542   17 May   Swainshill   

DEAN ALBERT 
JAMES 

PTE   238949 27 May XVI Ross   

Xvi/2b - unfit through either wounds or sickness 

iiicc - unlikely to become an efficient soldier 

 

 
 

4083 Pte AC Powell 

 



 

1st Battalion 

 

Casualties  

 

NAME INIT RANK No1 No2 Date How Hometown Notes 
(Serving with) 

MASON CHARLES PTE 4072 236598 03 May DOW TARRINGTON   

 

From the 53 Div History: 

The first Indian battalion to arrive was the 21st Punjabis, on 28 May, who relieved the Sussex. At the same time 
4 Wiltshires relieved the Queens; 2/18 and 2/19 London Regiments (from 180 Bde, 60 Div) relieved 4 and 7 
Cheshires; and 2/22 London relieved The Herefords. These hardened and war-wise battalions prepared for 
their journey to France. 
 
From The Battalion War Diary: 
 

1 May Lt Col Lawrence DSO assumed command of 158 Bde during absence on leave of BGC. Maj 

Whitehouse took over command of battalion. Enemy bombarded Bn area at 1400hrs and 

again at 1600hrs for a period of 10 to 15 minutes. No casualties. 

2 May  Situation normal; 1300 enemy bombarded area for 15 to 20 minutes – no casualties. 

0120 – Enemy attacked right of left centre post, but soon retired. 

0145 – Enemy again attacked left of right centre post, and succeeded in reaching the 

sangar where hand to hand fighting ensued; enemy was driven off and pursued 100 yds in 

front of our lines. 

0220 – T wo patrols sent out to clear front; returned at 3.30am and reported all clear. 

Casualties 5 men wounded; one later died; 2 enemy dead left behind. Lts Lewis & Timmins 

did some excellent work during this action; during day enemy shelled area with HE and 

shrapnel. 

3 May Situation normal, enemy shelled area with shrapnel – 1 casualty.6 pls from 6RWF worked 

on front line during the night; patrols reported all clear. 

4 May Situation normal; enemy shelled area 50 HE and shrapnel – no casualties. 6RWF work on 

posts during night. 

5 May Situation normal; slight shelling of area. Bn relieved by 6RWF and moved to rest area. B 

Coy remained as support to 6RWF in front line. 10 ls worked 2400-0400 on support 

positions. 

6 May  Brigade reserve. Slight rain; no work. Lt Col Lawrence returned from Bde HQ. 

7 May Bn worked for 5 hrs on support positions; 2 Coys Royal Welsh arrived as relief. 

8 May 0740 – Bn moved off and proceeded to area occupied by1 /4 Cheshire – Div Res. 

9 May 2 Coys worked on road 0730-1130; 2 Coys 1300-1700. 



10 May Work on road as for previous day. Musketry course commences in range in Wadi Hishish. 

Bn HQ fired in 2 details one in morning and one in afternoon. 

11 May Bn continued to work on road; one Coy in morning and one in afternoon. Musketry 

continued, one pl in morning one in afternoon. 

12 May Sunday – Divine Service and Holy Communion. No work. 

13 May Work on roads and musketry as on previous day. 2 Pls proceeded to bathe at Ain Sinia. 

14 May As per 13th 

15 May As per 14th 

16 May As per 15th 

17 May As per 16th – Bn began a gas course under DGO. 

18 May As per 17th 

19 May Sunday – Whit Sunday – DS and HC. Completed musketry course (amended); practices 3 & 

9 having been fired (except that lying position was adopted in place of standing). Following 

ORs fired: Bn HQ – 47; A Coy – 108; B Coy – 117; C Coy – 99; D Coy – 112 total 483. Best 

shooting – B Coy with average score of 20.3, D – 20.2, C – 20.1, A – 18.9. 

20 May Bn worked on 2nd Line defences in 2 relief from 1930 til 0330; Musket A & B Coys repeated 

practices 3 & 9 for all men who had failed to reach 1 points – A:22 ORS; B: 35 ORs. Average 

of A Coys 22 ORs in first course 6.9; average of same 22 in retake 18.4 even though 4 OR 

failed to improve previous score. Average of B Coy 35 ORs in first shoot 7.68; in repeat 

17.71, though 7 failed to improve. 

21 May Bn worked on defences as per 20th. Concert by Div Concert Party. 

22 May Bn worked as per 21st. Inoculation fo cholera and TAB completed. Musketry C & D fired 

repetition of practices 3 & 4 (for all men who failed to reach 13 points, - C 20 ORs D 29 ORs. 

Previous average of C 8.45, average of same in repeat 18.65; 4 men failed to improve. 

Average of D previously 8.17, now 13. 

23 May  1800 – Bn moved out of bivouac and proceeded to relieve the 2/4 Royal West Surrey Regt, 

Queens in front line. – left sector, right brigade sector; A & D inline, B at rest and C Bde 

Res; completed by 2140. All gear, rations and water had to be conveyed down Tay Wadi on 

mules. 

24 May Situation normal – few enemy shells on sector; 2 rest coys worked on front line all night 

constructing post and wiring. 

25 May Situation normal – slight enemy shelling of sector, 2 coys worked on front line at night. 

26 May Situation normal, coys worked on front line at night – enemy machine guns only annoying     

to working parties on IDE hill. 

27 May Situation normal with Coy relief- C to A, A to B, B to C. 2 Coys worked on front line at night. 

28 May Situation normal; CO and Coy Comds of 2/22 Londons viewed line; 4 ORs wounded by 

bomb when going out on night listening post. 2 Coys worked on front line during night. 

29 May Situation normal, 2 coys continued to work on front line posts at night. Enemy fired single 

shots HE into bottom of Tay Wadi at intervals of10 minutes during night. 

30 May  Situation normal - Relieved by 2/22 London Regt completed 2359. Upon relief coys moved 

to area about N14c – last Coy arriving 0300. 



31 May Bn remained in bivouac; Div Band gave a concert, GOC, BGC and representatives of other 

units visited Bn  and wished them Bon Voyage. 

 
 

 

 

It is of interest that Pte Mason’s death does not feature in these statistics – it is possible he had been 

evacuated to a medical facility and died there and therefore not included in the Bn statistics. 



From the Diaries of: 

Capt Edward Wilmot 

 

May 6th Moved back into reserve to 6th RWF 
May 7th To Brigade Reserve at Khiribet Abu Haj Haris? 
May 8th To divisional reserve at Dar Jeril? 
May 12th. Trumper went on leave, J,P. Rogers  I/C “B” Coy with Mogridge 2 I/C   
May 17th L. Warden was with Battalion 
May 23rd “A” and “D” Coys went into the line at IDE Hill overlooking Shiloh with 7th R W F on their right at Khirbet 
abu Felah?. “C” Coy at H2 at Taywadi and “B” Coy behind near Tel Asul 
May 26th “C” Coy officers were Paulson 1/c LW Lewis, JP Rogers, Dewitt and Broadbridge. “C” Coy relieved “R” 
Coy in the line 
May 31st Started journey for France. Relieved about midnight and arrived at Ain Yebrud?? via Tay Wadi about 
dawn. 
 

OFFICERS WHO LEFT EGYPT 
Lt Col Lawrence C.O. (Wounded) 
Major Whitehouse 2 I/C (Killed) 
Lt a/Capt HR Horth OC   “A” Company 
Capt F A Trumper “B” (wounded) 
Lt a/Capt JIR Paulson “C” 
Capt E Wilmot “D” 
Lt Burdass 2 I/C “A” company 
Lt D Fraser “B” (killed) 
Lt JP Rogers (wounded) 
Lt WF Bushell “D” 
Lt WA Hopkins Signal officer (wounded) 
2/Lt Shepherd Intelligence Offer 
2/Lt J Jones “A” company afterwards assistant adjutant. 
2/ Lt HW Hunt “A” Company 
2/Lt JF Banks “A” Company 
2/Lt EC Moggridge “B” Company 
2/Lt Waters “B” 
2/Lt Avery “B” 
2/Lt Broadbridge “C” 
2/Lt LW Lewis “C” (later adjutant) 
2/Lt Devitt  “C” (wounded) 
Lt Swordel “D” (killed) 
2/Lt HH Bulmer “D” (wounded) 
2/ Lt  Michael “D” (wounded) 
A/Captain W.F Chipp Adjutant (later C.O) 
Hon Lt Chubb 2? 
Lt Darrell TO 
2/Lt Ward Ass/TO    
Total 29 plus Padre and MO =31 
M.O. Was Brooke 
2/Lt Hughes (Worcesters attached)  (wounded) 
2/Lt Jones  Worcesters attached .wounded 
2/Lt Murphy Worcesters attached (wounded) 
2/Lt Richards Worcesters attached (wounded) The last four joined in France 



 

Maj Yates 

 
Apr 30 to 

May 5  

On my return I found the Battalion in the line again. On Saturday 

May 4th, the Turks raided the post on my Company's right early in 

the morning.  It must have been about lam, when I was just starting 

out on patrol.  I had only gone out about 50 yards from our middle 

post when I heard a bomb explode followed by rifle fire, and LG 

fire on our right.  I hastily withdrew my patrol and, leaving them 

in the post, went to investigate.  When I reached the spot I found 

that the Turks had attempted a raid, and also had wounded the MG 

Officer, and also very nearly caught one of our Officers who had 

been out in a front at his post at the time.  It was not clear 

whether the Turks had withdrawn entirely or not.  I was about to 

set forth on my patrol again, and had only gone about the same 

distance as before when the raid began again, only more loudly.  

The Turks were shouting "Allah, Allah” so I went this time to the 

telephone (which was near the middle post) in order to report the 

state of things to HQ who, I heard, were quite in the dark as to 

what had happened, and what was the cause of the noise, and were 

anxiously waiting for news.   Later I had orders to patrol to a 

certain White Mosque to my front, and report whether the ground up 

to this was clear of Turks. Fortunately all was clear. We had very 

slight casualties (none killed), but the Turks lost more than one 

man, and effected nothing except perhaps to find our positions, 2nd 

Lieut (afterwards Capt)L.W Lewis did very well on this occasion, 

being in command of the raided post, and driving off the Turks 

successfully. 

I think it was on Sunday the 5th May that we had a communion 

service, but had to abandon it in the middle on account of the 

shells which were coming very close and making too much disturbance. 

Mon May 6  In the evening the Battalion was relieved (rather late) and moved 

back into reserve to the 6th RWF at a place behind our hill, on 

which the front line was, and rather nearer the Nablous Road.  We 

carefully dug in against shell fire, and bivouacked. 

Tue May 7  In the morning the Battalion moved back into Brigade Reserve at 

Brigade Headquarters near Khirbet Abu Has Haris where the road from 

Dar Jarir meets the Nablous Road.  Here we bivouacked. 

Wed May 8  In the morning the Battalion moved back into Divisional Reserve at 

Wadi Bar Jerir. We had a long march and were glad to halt and 

bivouac. We were just under the hill where we had first advanced 

to reinforce A C Companies at the Chipps Hill attack on March 10th 

and I had a good look at the place again.  We made great preparations 

for firing at enemy aircraft with Lewis Guns, and had to be very 

careful to camouflage tents and bivouacs. 

Thu May 9  The battalion remained at the same place. 

Fri May 10 

to May 22  

The Battalion remained at the same place and did musketry and Lewis 

Gun training.  We fixed up a range across the Wadi Hishlsh, and did 

a little course of deliberate and rapid firing, etc, passing the 

whole Battalion through It (Including officers), and it was quite 

a success in spite of continual interruptions not only for marking 

and patching the targets from the natural cover butts, but also for 

people, both natives and soldiers with and without animals, who 

wanted to pass along the path leading up the wall across which we 

were firing, which made it necessary to have men posted on the 



hills each side with flags and whistles to stop either the people 

passing or (more often) the firers firing.  We also fixed up a sort 

of range for Lewis Gun firing in another wadi, but this was not 

quite so successful. 

Thu May 23  In the evening the Battalion moved to Tay Wadi in front of Tel 

Asur, and there took over the line, A and B Companies being actually 

in the line at respectively De Hill and in the valley to the left 

thereof. Shilloh was in no-mans land to their front and 7 RWF were 

on their right at Khirbet Abu Felah. Battalion HQ was in Tay Wadi 

with C as Reserve company, while B was about a mile further back 

near Tel Asur, Tay Wadi 1s one of the steepest places we were ever 

bivouacked in, and it was a regular scramble or climb to get down 

or up, especially with the mules. 

Fri May 24 

to 25  

The Battalion remained at the same place. The Lewis Gun classes 

were continued during the day at Battalion HQ, for since May 9th 

we had been training new gunners with a view to having a double 

establishment of guns on going to France.  We also had to find 

working parties to wire in the front line each night.  This was 

rather a beastly job, especially when the moon was shining brightly.  

We seemed to make a great noise hammering in stakes etc., but the 

enemy must have been a considerable distance away, for though there 

were occasional bursts of machine gun fire we never had any man 

hit. 

Sun May 26  The Lewis Gun classes finished. C company relieved A Coy at Ide 

Hill. 

Mon May 27 

to 30  

The Battalion remained in these positions. Ide Hill was a beastly 

post. Every evening the Turks used to try and sweep the top of the 

hill with machine gun fire just as we were going over to take up 

night positions, for they knew where our posts were having been on 

the hill once before we came there and carried out a successful 

raid on another battalion one day in the early morning. 

The enemy also had snipers out all night firing single shots at 

regular intervals, but they never did any good for they fired too 

low.  They also had machine guns very much on the alert which 

frequently fired ineffective bursts. There were fewer patrols to 

do here than at Sinsil.  They shelled a little but the 7th RWF, 

caught most of it at Khirbet Abu Felah. 

Fri May 31  At about midnight the Battalion was relieved and began its journey 

to France.  We had a weary night arriving more asleep than awake 

at Ain Yebrud just before dawn and there bivouacked. 

 

Sgt Colley 

 

After we had withdrawn from the line we were informed by the BGC that we had been chosen to leave for 

France. We commenced on a 6 day march from the line to the railhead at Ludd and were inspected by Div 

General ? and Sir Phillip Chetwode and both wished us the best of luck and success upon our arrival in France. 

We rested at Ludd for a few days and then entrained for Kantara – no one being sorry to leave Palestine and 

the Sinai Desert behind. Upon arrival at Kantara we found about 300 of our men waiting to rejoin, all these 

men being returned from hospitals, convalescent camps, depots and base drafts 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1st Volunteer Bn - Hereford  (formerly the Volunteer Training Corps (VTC)) 

 

The Volunteer Bn continued to thrive, with amny men being required to join as part of their condition for 

exemption, or delayed enlistment to the Regular forces. 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 



The 1st Cadet Bn Herefordshire Regiment 

 

The County was also taking advantage of youngsters and a cadet battalaion was to be formed in Herefordshire: 
 

 

 

 


