October 1944

The month was spent in a series of minor operations to mop up any enemy operating west of the River Maas, they still had a bridgehead to the west in the
Venlo area. On the 7t 11 Armd Div were relieved by 7 US Armd Div and consequently moved to a forest location north of Overloon. The later part of the
month was spent with constant moves and patrolling and on the 27" took over from the 7 US Div to enable them to counter German attacks further
South. The Battalion was also preparing locations to occupy for the winter, which was to prove a cold and miserable winter.

As Capt Wardman said:

4 great deal of the winfter was spent in clearing Germans from the area to the
west of the river Maas, an area which was very wet. and boggy, with canals for
drainage everywhere. You dug a slit trench, for protection, but could only dig
about 2 feet deep and then the trench filled with water. So you banked the
sall up round the trench And hoped that you did not have to get in it too many
Limes, because you were soaked through every time you did. Ihis was winter
time too. 1 remember one night when we were occupying positions near to the
Maas, opposite town ot Roermond, when we had about 28 degrees (F) of frost.
Even the anti-treaze in the Vickers guns lioze, bending the barre]l of one gun,
despite the fact that the guns had been covered with a good layer of straw. As

you will bave gathered the Vickers is waler cooled.
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