December 1944

Most of December was spent in outposts and patrolling on the Maas. The battalion was relieved on 27 December and went into rest and enjoyed a belated
Christmas Day. Casualties had been high and as Ken Crockford recorded his experiences of leading a standing patrol which occupied a house overlooking
the River Maas, which add ‘meat’ t the ‘bones’ of the War Diary and clearly illustrate the demanding and dangerous life of infantry soldiers.

The HEREFORDS did not have long to wait. After only two days at MELDERSLO the
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The HEREFORDS had in support a battery of Ziiounder guns (8) of the 151st Field
Regiment (The AYRSHIRE YEOMANRY, EARL OF CARRICKS OWN) ROYAL
ARTILLERY. This battery registered DF (Defensive Fire) and DFSOS (Defensive Fire
SOS) tasks around the HEREFORDS positions, the DFSOS being immediately in
front. The HEREFORDS own 3" Mortar Platoon of six mortars also registered targets,
their range being very much shorter than the guns. A comgany of medium machine
gunsfl prc;:/ided by The ROYAL NORTHUMBERLAND FUSILIERS was deployed to
our flanks.

The situation was somewhat complicated by the unannounced movement of Dutch
civilians. Some would take chances and visit their houses and farms between us and
the river. Some crossed the river as and when they could evade the German sentries.
We were warned to be wary of all civilians in the area, some of whom might well have
been German soldiers in civilian clothing. Great care had therefore to be exercised
before opening fire on any detected movement, particularly during the hours of
darkness or heavy fog.

Just before our move to HORN I had handed over command of 14 Platoon, 'C'
Company and taken over the appointment of second in command to that company with
the acting rank of Captain. The Company Commander, Major LESLIE NORTHEY
advised me that in the event of 14 Platoon being required to act in an independent role
before a replacement platoon commander arrived I should be required to re-assume
command of the platoon for the duration of the operation.

'C' Company was very happy with it's new position. When not actually on sentry
duty we had houses in which to keep warm and dry and regular meals became normal!
The outside temperature was well below zero. The water on flooded fields was frozen
and the countryside covered in snow.

I was not so happy about the patrol opposite the bridge, the location of which appeared
to me to be a direct contradiction of all we had been taught in training and proved by
experience. To maintain the patrol in the same location day after day, week after week
appeared sheer madness. The enemy must have known the strength, times of change-
over and just about all there was to know about it. We were informed that the decision
had been taken "well behind the line" - at HQ 8 Corps in fact.

Just after 0230 hours on the morning of the 18th we received our first warm welcome
from the enemy, over one hundred and fifty shells fell on the village on HORN. We
left the warmth of the houses and manned our defensive positions in anticipation of an
attack following the barrage, but none came. After an hour we "stood down" leaving
our usual sentries on duty. For the rest of the night we saw flares being fired all
around us and heard spasmodic burst of Spandau (German light machine gun) and our
own Bren guns, but none in our immediate area.

The following day (the 19th) the ROYAL ENGINEERS came forward and cleared an
enemy minefield in the vicinity of Battalion HQ. There was some enemy shelling and
mortaring but probably restricted due to lack of vision as the result of a heavy mist
which persisted throughout the day, although there was little doubt that they had
"observers" on our side of the river. Peering through the mist hour after hour imposed
tremendous strain on the sentries. It also muffled sound calling for even greater
alertness.

During the day we heard a noise the like of which we had never heard before. We
thought the Germans had produced a new weapon to sound even more terrifying that
their moaning minnies. We ducked but there was no immediate danger the noise came
from German jet aircraft, the first we had ever seen - or heard. Fortunately, they were
more interested with what was going on behind us.

The mist persisted through the night and all day the 20th. The enemy was active along
the whole front firing small arms, Nebelwefer (six barrel mortars known to the British
as Moaning Minnies because of the noise the bombs made), 81 millimetre mortars
(similar to the British 3" mortars), and occasional shells. No enemy patrols were
encountered and no casualties were sustained.

The Carrier Platoon of the HEREFORDS set up "standing" patrols in addition to
carrying out "mobile" patrols, and on the 20th they shot up the area East of D’
Company with their medium machine guns (Vickers).

Enemy patrols were reported to be operating on our side of the river, possibly acting as
spotters for their artillery or just seeking to create havoc.

On the 22nd an enemy patrol was reported to be in the area of WEERD (map ref 7691)
but disappeared in the fog before it could be intercepted. After dark the ROYAL
ENGINEERS again came forward and, protected by a platoon from 'A’ Com6pm7y, laid
anti-personnel and Schu mines along our side of the river (map refs 785916, 774921,
774913). The ROYAL ENGINEERS suffered two casualties during the operation,
both wounded by shrapnel. An enemy patrol of six was seen at map ref 752920 and
another at map ref 746915. One of them was wounded by our rifle fire.

The 23rd passed quietly and it was thought the Germans were celebrating Christmas
due to sounds of revelry heard from across the river. During the day a Troop from 474
INDEPENDENT SEARCHLIGHT BATTERY came under command in order to
provide artificial moonlight as and when required. We all had previous experience of
the use of this (reflecting searchlight beams from clouds) and whilst appreciating its
tremendous value at nighttime we were also aware that care was required by us to avoid
presenting silhouetted targets to the enemy.

The 24th was also fairly quiet with but little enemy shelling. During the day the
Reconnaissance Troop of the 15/19th HUSSARS came forward in an infantry role and
was placed under the command of 'A’ Company to thicken their defensive position.



Christmas Day was a day of activity for the HEREFORDS. The personnel of 338
BATTERY, 75 ANTI-TANK Regiment ROYAL ARTILLERY came forward in an
infantry role to take over 'D' Company's position. 'D' Company moved to the WEST
of HORN (map ref 7490) an area known to have been used by German patrols. 'B'
and 'D' Companies thus spent much of Christmas Day moving to and "digging in" to
their new locations.

HATENBOER 26th - 27th December, 1944
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I listened as the plan unfolded with tremendous gratitude that such care has been taken
in the planning, and such overwhelming support arranged. Yet, I was uneasy. As
previously mentioned I was concerned to be taking over a position obviously well
known to the Germans, although I had to admit to myself, to date it had not been
attacked. My more immediate concern was what would happen as the guns lifted from
one target to the next. Our experience had been that as our creeping barrages moved
forward the Germans anticipating that infantry would move in, would bring their fire
down onto the same area. Even a few shells or mortar bombs would give the attackers
the impression one or more of their own guns was firing short, with resultant drop in
morale. 1 pondered the problem.

Colonel Bob then asked if we had any questions, starting with the Gunner Officer. He
had none, in fact everyone appeared to be completely happy except me. When it
became my turn to speak, and being the most junior person in the room, I asked, rather
timorously, "Please Sir, may I do it without the guns?” The shocked silence which
greeted my request must have been equalled only by Oliver Twist when he asked for
more. The difference being I was asking for less. Then everyone appeared to speak at
once but the Colonel called for silence and, giving me an encouraging smile, said "Ken
is not inexperienced, let us hear his reasons".

1 §ave my reasons as explained above adding that I would prefer to go in silently
relying on our own platoon weapons if necessary, ensuring surprise, and hopefully
creating havoc and retaining the initiative. The CO held a short consultation with the
"Gunner" and came up with a compromise. The FOO would accompany me to the
forward position and set up his OP (Observation Post). I would then attempt the
operation without the 25 pounder guns support, but if I got into difficulties they would
be immediately "on call". This arrangement suited me admirably. We had tremendous
confidence in 151 Field Regiment for their swift response to our requests and the
accuracy of their fire. I also had the morale boosting factor of being able to tell 14
Platoon that if we got into difficulties we had a complete regiment of 25 pounders "on
call”.

At about 1700 hours our FOO arrived and my morale soared even higher. It was
Captain KEITH SPENCE who had frequently accom9panied 'C' Company on previous
occasions (although it must be said he usually had a 19 wireless set in a tank rather than
an 18 set strapped to the back of a signaller). We had all grown to admire Keith both
for his skill and undoubted bravery. With our favourite artillery regiment and FOO to
support us we were ready to take on the German Army - we only hoped Keith's 18 set
would work as well as his 19!

As darkness fell, accompanied by our most welcome friends we set off down the road
keeping to the edges to minimise the noise of our boots on the cobbled road. Of
necessity we were in single file on each side of the road with one hundred metres
between sections and platoon HQ. We fully appreciated that such a formation
presented magnificent enfilade targets to a possible enemy ambush, but we had no
choice - the fields on each side of the road being covered by snow concealing frozen
flood water and possibly more horrifying, German mines. We made all speed towards
the bridge.



The house presented a very sorry state. The ground floor being roughly level with the
raised road, and the cellar below road level. To the EAST we could see a black mass
which appeared to be another house and what appeared to be a raised bank on which
the track running to the NORTH had been constructed. Also to the left front were other
dark "blobs" which we assumed were houses or farm buildings. _The "fields of fire"
appeared deplorable and confirmed my apprehension of occupying such a position.

e other disturbing factor was confirmation that the two.gosnions were in no way
mutually supporting. If one was attacked there was no possibility of the other position
providing covering fire unless they left the protection of their own positions. The two
positions could only act independently in attempting to deny the use of the road to
patrols leading towards HORN.

My sentries replaced those of 13 Platoon and we said farewell to them and our Gunner
friends wishing them a safe return to HORN.

The basement presented a dismal picture of where those not on sentry duty were to rest.
It was flooded and, in an effort to keep dry, previous patrols had constructed platforms
from any material available. The air was damp and smelly, the scene illuminated by
two candles. Being so cold, we were surprised that the water had not frozen. (We

were later told that the outside temperature was 21°F below zero!)

At this time a German patrol attached the location

About that time the telephone rang and a voice enquired as to "What on earth was going
on down there?" 1 just said "We are being attacked" and mﬁ off. Our only bren
gunner, Private PARKER, suddenly let out a yell and I thought he had been wounded
but it was a yell of frustration, his gun had overheated and jammed. (He later told me
that his barrel was 'glowing'). This inconvenience was slightly academic as he had
practically exhausted all of his ammunition. What little he did have he unloaded and
passed to the riflemen whose weapons were also getting quite hot, as one by one they
ran out of ammunition,

Very soon we all ran out of ammunition and hand grenades and could only sit and await

for what we thought was inevitable, an assault on the house under cover of intensive -

supporting fire (to keep our heads down), grenades thrown into the house followed by
the attackers charging in, guns blazing. This is what we would have done and we had
no reason to believe that the Germans would have done it any differently. Should any
of us survive we would certainly be taken prisoner although, under the circumstances
the chances of survival appeared distinctly remote! The telephone from the rear rang. It
was the CO who asked for a situation report which I gave him. The CO said "Well
done. 1If you are taken prisoners I know you will all uphold the best traditions of the
British Army. Please convey my thanks to your men, hopefully it will not be too long
before we all meet again."

As I replaced the handset I heard a bang in the house followed tl?v a louder bang
outside. On poking my head above the stairs I saw Private PARKES (14 Platoon
Runner) sitting on the floor with a PIAT (Projector Infantry Anti Tank) between his
legs. He was calmly arming a PIAT rocket, which he then loaded, raised and aimed at
a dark mass ahead and squeezed the trigger. To our amazement the rocket exploded
(they were noted for not exploding on contact). There were some screams but all firing
against us ceased.

As darkness began to give way to the first grey of dawn, we could distinguish figures
which appeared to be tending and collecting their wounded and possibly, dead. The
Germans were again obviously not going to leave any possible means by which we
could identify their unit.

I turned my mind to the problem of replenishing our ammunition. The only possible
feasible course open appeared to be to borrow from those in the brickworks.
However, in the increasing light of dawn, and not knowing where the enemy were, this
would have been foolhardy. Equally foolhardy would have been what might appear to
have been a logical reaction. That was to order Sergeant JACKSON to leave the safe
of the brickworks and sweep across my front. At best he could have won a quic
battle, but then he would be left with the problem of what to do with the Germans until
the following evening. He would most certainly have had to disarm and send a
sufficient number of uninjured soldiers back across the river with their wounded
colleagues. The chances of them being shelled by their own artillery would be great.
At worst, he could bump into a fresh patrol and not have the security of his position in
the brickworks. It was almost certain the Germans would have left a small party to
guard their boats and who would be fresh for battle. I therefore decided not to pursue
the retreating enemy. Although this takes some minutes to explain the appreciation and
decision probably took only a few seconds, due entirely to training and previous
experience. Sergeant JACKSON did tell me by telephone that, although they had heard
the noise of the battle, they had seen nothing of it.

Taking all the factors into consideration I decided we had no choice but to sit it out.
Hopefully until relieved by the KSLI after dark that evening.

As daylight grew stronger we appreciated the hopelessness of our situation. Even if we
had ammunition our fields of fire were deplorable, and both the brickworks and
ourselves could be completely overlooked from the high buildings in ROERMOND
where the Germans would most certainly have established OPs (Observation Posts).

We did not have to wait long, a loud crump to the front of us was sufficient to tell us
we were being registered by mortars. (We did wonder why mortars and not guns), A
second crump behind us confirmed our fears. The third bomb landed on our roof,
sending splinters down on the sentries. We awaited the inevitable barrage to follow -
but no barrage came. Had we any ammunition I would have ordered a one hundred
percent "stand-to" on the assumption that we were to be mortared prior to another
attack. There was no point in this and fortunately no further attack came.

Shortly after this the CO telephoned to sa‘x that in view of my total lack of ammunition,
the gunners had arranged for a twenty-five pounder gun to be "on call” until T was
relieved.' It seemed at the time rather meagre after the proposal to use a whole regiment
the previous day, but it was a kindly thought and very welcome,

The rest of the day passed quietly, disturbed only by the crack of two bullets fired into

the house from across the river. We all had massive headaches due to the lack of sleep
and explosions around us.



We ate our haversack rations (slices of bread, margarine and corned beef) but what tea
had been left in the insulated containers from the previous evening was cold. Oh how
we ached for those self heating cans of cocoa and soup, and twenty four hour ration
packs with which we had been issued as we left England, never to be seen again, at
least up at the front! Even the rations contained in the "fourteen man" compo packs
would have been received with open arms, but we were told the whole of BLX was on
"fresh rations" and no exceptions could be made for front line troops. Many hundreds
of patrols throughout the campaign must have regretted that decision taken in the
interests of health and economy (ie our health and the country's economy!)

At about 1800 hours we heard footsteps approaching from the direction of HORN, it
was our welcome relief platoon from the 4th KSLI. We carried out relief procedures
and thankfully made our way (cautiously in case of ambush) back up the road to
HORN. On the far side we found our TCV (Troop Carrying Vehicle) with our ever
faithful Royal Army Service Corps driver, Driver SPOTSWOOD (affectionately known
as SPOTTY). We clambered on board and set of to rejoin the HEREFOR.I%S for a
delayed Christmas celebration at BAEXHAM.

We had come through the last twenty-four hours without the loss of one man. We all
had massive headaches and felt groggy, but we were all alive and uninjured. My
platoon expressed no surprise, frequently telling me that if I fell out of an aeroplane I
would surely land on something "warm and soft, stand up, and walk away smelling of
roses". Inever felt like proving them right or wrong!

On arrival at BAEXHAM we received the welcome news that we were excused all
duties for the remainder of the night. We were given tea and a meal, and directed to a

and I certainly slclpt the "sleep of the just”. The irony of being in a stable at that time of
the year completely escaped us.

i i had it not
Private PARKES for an award as we were all convinced that
iﬁomgdi:gagir;ﬁve action, the HERBFOI;DS woukti havef ‘;b:t;x; :eg‘uac:dcg{n s;:::;
i ! This recommendation got no : than co
;v::g(:{m?tle‘:’i l? »:;rsei!:\%;hmed that awards were only made for "offensive" action, our

incident had been "defensive".

%&s;ablishmem of a platoon was 1 officer and 37 soldiers. Lack of reinforcements meant that a total

strength of about 26 was more usual,



ot e i e S e i L 3

[ R S N | . RN )

‘ S};e:etr onb?g..:m' Wor Diari i IPitacdy s oRIG 1~ ‘ i \ Arav B o &
nstructions r ing Wor Diaries and Intellizence v . e y

 HER . Sun:mnries wre contained in F.5. Regs., Vol L. WAR DIARY s o rmy Form . 211s. i

b AMonthly War Diaries will be enclosed in Al g . Y
! o f (e fs muot available, wnd for or Unitlst 3 The Herefordshire .. ., °
ke T INFELHGENCE-SUMMARY | .
prepared in manuseript. y i
=ponth and year. Do, Lk * (Delete heading not required). Commanding Officerite 000Gy Re Turner Caln,,
D.S8.O

l L

Place l Date | Hour, ' Summary of Events and Information ) I References to Appendices

GHUEBEN‘VORS? — I8t 0,Ps established at 8961L7,896154 and 877173, B T

HOU THUIZEN - s b i Y
t | Spasmodic shelling at WIELDER and GRUBBENVORST. | b OVSARDIALES
s ‘ i - Ko ix
| ; Patr.o;.s_,nothing to report, Reinforcements - 1 Offr & 12 O/Rs, 10 S a
1 lT‘Le i/t 6ffrs and 0/Rs weee awarded the following decoration J ala o SR “,:u’
: , : ; i fos R S SOUE oy R
| i rarnd take effest Trom 27 Nov Li, e S ——......__;lf_’i“ i
i o l D 84 U y¥ajor,R.C.Fripp. 2ig,  HELCHETEREN 9.9.4h. M
t B —-~~-~“"""""‘:';""Go‘"--""—'"-"------'~~-~-~'-"'I";ﬂ~;'}01‘-.Lv_?*rfvrei’-t-heyr“'“'“"""‘-—‘----—'-6‘!007-;‘_—----".‘-‘-.._.“.._. " A 1 B 9.!’!; . \ a3
\ D,CoM, cpl, IR Everall, 15Ce 1 . HELCHETEREN 1 s
' D.C.X, L/c.D. Evans. miEa 9.9l =
s . MM, sgt,L.F,Raines,
| Sgt,E.Dunn, -

D 4 43

| MM, Gpl,A, G, Frenchy |4f
M, oplis.EEeywesds: .

s

Ho Ml s ‘ -CPl.A._c.:T. ;mm’O 5 =

L . i l
| WLATHM M 2000000 B3 W.H £S5 B183TS | :t




q sheet TWO
nd in e : A ' F ) 5
| igtons g W By o s WAR DIARY o oy Forw G. 24185
‘ _'Sg-lh:ly \};“ l)l))il:"f: \:u! h:\:ll‘:h?:?‘ ;:‘I]l fl';r Unil.. 1“ .Bn The Eerefoz‘dshire RBL o )
e % wi o
‘ Wl St 0% W% NTELLIGENCE SUMMARY
Month and Year....... Dec’-ﬂ-& (Delete heading not required). Commanding Oﬁ,chCOLGRmrnercdin.Dso,

i .L Plach ﬂ!b‘

HourJ Summary of Events and Information ' |

|GRU Bssnvoks)r 2,

|
'similiar enemy activity to vesterday. _Evacua.tion of X civs

;FOUTP%]ZVN | from al}mhousos E of Rly commenced, Mea and SecrtSesl
| 5 A,A fire from E side of rivér during night but patrols NTR, |
O '3. " 230 0.P at 89615l shelled ‘end forced to withdraw to e alternative ..,’
| % ~posns atb 889150 . No ces .otherwise much the same as yesterday.
S i ‘ Re-imorcaments ;- 6 0/Rs. gl -

R Il’-lOOIE- 4,0, P, at 889150 shelled for 30 mins,no cas ard 0.P.
' ~rema med in posn, similiar enemy activity as previous days. l

" 5e 'B' coy mortared in 4, M. o:e Oas-(nounded; Evacugion of

civilians complete. 0.2 ‘now at:b 892159 instead of 896151;,

_ otherwiae NTR..

in""support Af By

13 R. H.A. take over from 151 Fd—
1 s - !,.«4, .
_rong ‘pointa atf‘noumuxzm 891'; anﬂ-i

Gauqmwasm § e T A,

"-;__;':,-wr.rnan a,ow;‘u.n. was
: G S'

FER 7’&‘:_-' 2 o P




Sheet THREE :
Army Form . 2118,

sctione regarding War D J tuteliigene

lmlt:::‘:.:::" e:: e l;:):);nlnn.\:d Il;::l?ﬁ".“‘l‘cstifl '\:%f:l!t - ; W AR Dl ARY
(’;lllii:’;b it éh.‘s'"f: ok ‘5\;'\’:»?.,, a:“‘ tor o Unit. 1St Bn The ‘Herefordshire Re \
Tot ence Summaries, the vover Wi }
repare ' INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

prepared in manuscript,

Month and Year...Dec. k.. ~ Commanding Officedetafiol o & .B,_mrng,!f,_,(}‘_qm_.

(Delete heading not required).
: 30,

Place D Eote Hour ,

Summary of Events and Information ‘ References to Appeudu.es

GRUPBBENVORST To | slig,htly moxe shelling than usual during 34 hrs, -
Rammmades B ; L S—
HOUTHU TZEN. | 1714-5 2 Germans seen in E fringe of GRUBBEKVOBST ( possibly recce

-

\patrol) subsequent clear ing party could not £ind them,
leld mines in

' Activity much the same as yesterday. f\:.El

i circular arc S of GRUBEENVORST BolaL6 to 89TLLS5, |

8, % 1Lesns enemy fls.res and S,A activity dp.ring night than us_ualj, '

‘ Re-ini‘orcements ;= 9 O/RSs

l 9. working par ty in strong point at GRUBBEN‘VORST brought more

51 | shelling and mortaring than usual, Area of m B.Q. l:lghtly‘

x—.r-‘*

' |, | |shelled A M, ard P,M, by a single gun, but many shells were.

.;llapparently 'aud’, thj.s cansed 3 O/B ce.sualties (sligh ; i -

wounded) in the Ba.,

H,Q.area and I more, o/Ra fat GFCUBBENVOBST sird

“during the day.

E during training. R T
Re turning from night firing poan n.t
'.‘\ . WULATIHA 8 s.-m,mo o wu,as s i._'_ E

e

.;*




Sheet FOUR

t ling War D i Intelhg
Intguctions segerding W Diar el Liegin WAR DIARY
Monthly War Diaries will be enclosed in- AV,
%glll” It s:lu: is euot uumhbie. nntlll fs: or
ritelligepce  Sumiaries, the cover Wi -
a INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

prcpared in manuscript,

Montt and Year.....

ety TS —

-

Dec. lit

(Delete heading not required).

Commanding OfficerLt,Col (G¢R

. Army Form C. 2118.
Und St Bn THa Herefdrdshire Regt

Place

‘ DEg; Hour |

" Summary of Events and Information

3 N

References to Appendices

;JTurnex. .Cain.
B55:0,

GRU BBENVORéN Cdnt-

blew up on mines on track at 888150. The carrier had been

"‘& PR ‘I =t Ji s
| HOUTHU IZEN ' ; 1 dovm the track earlier in the evening ard 1t wna subsquently |
: i !  fund that the mines had been quite deeply buried, oOne O/R
. ‘] io " killed and two wounded, " Enemy quiet during night apart from‘f
) l | short ard spasmodic morta.r stonks’, B f
- 5 1o ‘ Increased shelling and mor activity continnes during dsy .
R,E. completed. single belt of A,P, mdnes in circle around o
! GRUBEENVORST, . _Line of mines now 891;11;6%89711;5,89711;7, A
* “: | AL ’nnemy generauy quieter than last twoﬁ _tg” with

their reepective atro

S »-d’ L

ctod‘ obserrvati erxu o

: to the EAST or,,the _R ;

= "“rsw e

\ wumt om
! 5 ¥ i ke
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R

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence e Army Form C. 2118.
d FS. R Vol. L.
B & istel raractivaiy. Mapinly Var WAR DlARY UnicSt B0 The 'HEREFORDSHIRE Re
Diaries will be en:l:xwdx ’:el‘l‘:gpnci zsx;zm:;:‘hmmlz
ilabl or In @
Eove i b prepared 1 it INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY B T
Month and Year... DEGl9L|J4 (Erase heading not required). FNMENGInG NeEE 5870,
Place | Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information ! References to Appendices

GRUBBENVORST ‘13 iTEOO Bn commenced handing over to U RB, coys moving back independently

HOUTHUIZEN | to reserve area at MELDERSLO 8518, This operation was considerat;ly

.helped by heavy mist and was uneventful, ;

! 1 The following awards have been made to the u/m:= |

! | .ED'S'O' Lt col G.R Turner Cain. commanding Officer. ZOL!EREN’, 21 sept L,

‘ ' 'u.c. Ccapt E,L,Mills, Second i/c 'c' coy. ZOMEREI-Z; 21 sept L,

L M.C. Lt G.de carle., 'D' coy. IJSSELSTEIN | 17 oct Lk,

1 wat. opl R.pearson. 'D' coy. ZOMEREN | 21 Sept Lk,

| | L, L/cpl Conspable.R. '¢' Coy. : ZOMEREN 21 set Lk,
MELDERSLO {1;1; ' Bn located as follows:- 'A'coy 853188, 'B'coy 855192, 'c'coy | ' *
847193, 'D'coy 856198, BoHQ 83'4182. Working parties from coys :

cleared road HORST-MELDERSLO.. Baths and enteryainment.

n- 15 Road clearing parties, baths and entertainment.
n = 16 |0800 Advance recce party left for area WEST of ROERMOND, -

1800 |Bn '0'Gp in connection with Ble moving to take over positions

[ MR241218 1200M 10441 H.B. & Co.Ltd. 51-1541)




SheettSIX

Instructions regarding War Dum? snn;i( Toteiligence
Summaries are contained in egs., Vol. I,
and the Stafi Manual respectively. Monthly War WAR DIARY lst Bn The HD
Diaries will be enclosed in A.F. C.2119. If this-is or b

TREFO RD.:"IYR:, Regt, o

not available, and for Intelligenca Summaries, the

cover will be prepared in mn"smnl L&h INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY : Lt Col G.R. Turner Cadn
Month and Year.: 2 ’ (Erase heading mot required). Commanding Officer 2870,
Placg | Datc I Hour | Summary of Events and Information References to Appendices

MELDERSLO BY; ocont),...fron 158 3de (53 Liv)

|
" % 17 |09oo | Bn moves to new looation, area HORE to take over from 6Bn RWF |

: '158 e 53(w)bivision.

| 1500 B coy shellea whilst ’caking over, 2/Lt Bache wounded,

1530 Bn complete in new positions apart from forward sections.

' _‘ ! | Bn.my 733921 'D'coy 760928, 'a'coy 751923, '¢'coy 751915,

‘ '8'coy 737905. Flares and spandaus active during the first half

, of the night,

| HORN 18 0235 | Heavy stonk (epprox 150 shells) in HORN area, 151Fd Regt replied

i Remaindeer of night quiet, but spasmodic mortaring or shelling

of forward aveas during the day. 0,P.estadblished 754915,

| 'p' coy my moved to 762931 and pl positions slightly altered.

. i . e
“ 19 Heavy mist throughout the day. Less enemy shelling and mortarin

U+

than usual, RE's clear enemy minefield in the vieinlty of Bn ML

0 20 |0120/0215. Perdod of enemy activigy along the whole 'f}'ont, consisting

| MasUN218 1200M 1041 H.B. & Co.Ltd.  $1-1341)

& : | 44 f:




Sheet SEVEN -

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Inteliigence A B C.2118
ti in F.5. Regs, Vol I Army Form C, .

e Sl rapectivly. Menly W WAR DIARY Un 16% B The EEREFORLSEIRE A

Diaries will be eqcl;ned[ ;:elﬁ.gl;‘;cc.zsl ulz{m:rfi ;Mslh :: or nit P R I

ilable, and for s
Eove i b repard I mnwpL INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY e B G i e Ui
Month and Year.PEC. 19Uk (Evase heading not required). Commanding Officet: T
Place | Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information : References to Appendices

HORN 20 (cl}ont) | ese of SA fire, morter, NBY, 8&mm, and possiblyxxzy one l5cm pguni

, ....1\’9«..&.&13.\;&.1‘.&.19.&......3.1).@‘...hﬁa..Y.ymm.L&.t...p.hacur.e.d.....abﬁ.e.x?.!at.lon..wllgrg:...l:!.j‘..tleE
" | | enemy activity during the day, again heavy mist "blanketed" :

i operations. & |
| ! 1t AT ' ’
11500 | Carrier Pl shoot up area East of 'D Coy, Kormal spandau activity

| during the night, |
|}

l
1 | {
" 121 ! Two civilians in pey of Germans reported to have crossed to ourf
| slde during the night. Patrols were senbt out to search with th#

| ""a1a of the 0.D. without result, Very quiet throughout the 2l h%s B -

iiist continues,
22 Enemy patrol seen in WEERD area during morning, Fog

prevented patrol from locating the enemy. ; ‘ |

1930 R,Es with one pl of & Coy as protection, laid AP and Schu |
mines along river side of bank at 785916, AP mines laid in |-

double row with Sehu mines in between in stralght stretches

T, MAUANS 120 1041 H.B. & Co.Ltd, B-1841)




sheet B,
5 Army Form C, 211R8,

d War D d Intelii
Inssetions Erding vedm B, Rega, Vol 1 WAR DIARY
Manthly War Diaries will he enclosed in ALF. s
%2"9 If this is not "u\mlnble. am‘ll fl'i’; ; or Unitlat. Bn. The Her8fordshire Reg T,
n ies, the cover wi
prepared in msnuseript. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY X g -
Month and YearDec‘u"' (Delete heading not required). Commanding Oﬂ%cr'co"'mgngr Cn.
— . o -5
Place Date ' Hour ’ Summary of Events and Information . l References to Appcndices

HOﬁN 22 (lcont)l at ’{7L|.921 774916 and TTLO13. RE suffered 2 cas (wounded) durihg the operation,

.......... ! Fag 752920 and “another L at TUEYLH, One of"the latter 1njured b]', vifle fire,

|
HORN | 23 i 1Day and night quiet. Enemy thought to be celebrating Christmas
-

RS sounds of revelry were heard at midnignt, Troop of L7k Ind -
§/L Battery under command TO produce arEificial mooulight when‘ required,

. HORN | 2L Again quiet, small amount of enfmy shelling “and mortaring ‘only,
- | Recce Troop of 15/10 Hussers under command of A Coy to .
Y thicken defences (1nfantry role) A VATl o

HORN | 25 0706 Par ty of In civllians and 2 RAF personnel crossed the river MAA_ EA

s *.71-4«,.

: routes of enemy patrols, an:l also. local 1nfoma§on on

}‘8 Bty,.A/ﬂc “£60k 6ver D €Oy aroa,l) G ;%
L O '-'~'¢-'L"_,~
W of HORN 740911 B Coy also moved posn nearer bo H(?‘mgg;wr
Lmeke.-a- -atrongar_..m_loeali:ty. ....... 2. coys__t.hara.tona_ ) s
| day-digging;in, . = - P i

\meﬂ,:ﬁ ’.W,M 348 W.H.&S, B1/8078

S




3heet 9

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

2nd the Staff Manual respectively, Monthly War
Diaries will be enclosed in AF, Carrg. If this is

Summaties are contained in F.S. Regs, Vol I WAR DlARY
| not avallable, -and for Intelligence Summaries, the INTELLIGEN CE SUMM ARY

-

Army Form 7 ™118.

UnitlSt Bn Te Ferefordshire Re.-.

T ot and Yoar 188 sla. (Erss Hding ot vpuined, Commanding Ofica®~. 2:5:TERE%, 9575,
Place | Date l Hour | = Summary of Events and Information | References to Appendices
~ EORN 26 éol}OiSection of T¢' co\y which hed been placed in posn at FATENBOER | '
‘ ‘ 1762‘39'?, Sicessfully ambushed enemy patrol of 25 to 30 stronge :
; | Seven believed killed and several injured, Our casualties Nn'...f
"""" l | l 'lhemenemy £ook preat pains to withdraw his killed and injured l
| ' ‘E"End,\ﬁéﬁ}is""bf fdentification left benind, Civillans still }
l t iliving in the farm in the vicinity repot$éd that the Germans ;
\ l lhad been there for 3 days, .
GoRy 27 |1800/0peration to clesr EATENER fams and vieinity of Germans and

i

i

| e IuPL OPagl..
| a

l

-

i s !;.“000310“111&“ , found area clear of both, civilians belleved to Dbe
| "hiding up" in the vicinlty.
i Enemy raid on section and platoon H.Q af '¢' 6oy unsucessful, |

Enemy seen and fired on by tre section, Enémy'fir_ed 6 Panzer-

|
o
|

faust bombs at platoon H,Q house whici;" all fell short, and

this was silenced by the second bomb of_;"da P.I.A.T; Enemy

casualties believed at least 5. Own ca_sualtieb NILS,

nsmnéu 1200 10/ H.B & Co.Lzd. W-1541 E = =




sheet 1C,
Tnstructions regarding War Diaties and Iotelligence WAR DIARY Amy Form C. 2118.
or

Summne‘:ﬂ are co‘l::lnmed in FiS. l;;gs. l\lo{).v I 3
and the § Manual respectively. onthly War g A ah n
N AF, Car Unigst 20 The Herefordshire Re

Diaries will be enclosed in AF. 19. 1f this is

not available, and for Intelligence Summaries, the
cover will be | repared in manuscript. ‘ INTELL[GENCE SUMMARY ) . Lt.col,G.R, Tarner Cain,
Month and Year....228. ki1 © (Erase heading not required). Commanding Officer TS
Place l Date ! Hour Summary of Events and Information | References to Appendices

HORN |27 (cont) | 1300 to 1800 hrs, I relieved by li K,s,L.I, without incident

| ‘ | and estatlished in billets in reserve ared at E=FE0 B AEAAM 70%1

|

BAXEM :28 | Bn celebrated Ch;'istmas =8y, .
BAXEM 2 29 | 3..“'1‘., RBaths and Entertainment . '
BAXEM | 30 ' P,T,, Baths and Entertaimment, |
BAXEM I} 31 !f.noo | ¢.of E ¢hdreh Parade.

; i ! / " .
o B0 e P

! : ‘U Lt col:

¥

officer. Commanding
lst.Bn.The EEREFORDSHIRE. Regiment

lat.Jenuary 19h5

Aavinoie a1 TR & Cald. 511541

.
dematl

-




