July 1944

The month started with the Battalion holding the bridgehead over the River Odon. This was a bitter period and several defensive fire tasks were brought
down on the Battalion front. Between midnight and 0430hrs on the morning of 1 Jul over 35,000 shells were put down in front of the Battalion. On the 5%
the Battalion was relieved by 4DORSETS and retired to a rest area about Fresny-le-Crotteur.

Brig JB (Jack) Churcher

Lt Col Churcher was awarded the Distinguished Service Order (DSO) for this
action; his citation reads:

During the operations over River Odon from 27 June to 07 July 1944, 1
Hereford and 4 KSLI were occupying an isolated bridgehead position across
the river. It was the first battle experience of these Regiments who were
mortared heavily for the whole of this period. During the first four days they
were subjected to several counter attacks. Lt-Col. Churcher Commander 1
Hereford organised his position most skillfully and during a period of
considerable strain was an outstanding example of coolness and efficiency to
his whole Bn. The successful defence of the whole bridgehead position was in
fact largely due to this officer's personal efforts, as in addition to leading his
own Bn, he was of great assistance in supporting the Bn on his left.

Lt Col Churcher was promoted Brigadier and took command of 159 Bde on 2
July; he was succeeded by Lt Col Turner-Cain.

On 16 July the Battalion moved forward to take part in OP GOODWOOD, a massed assault north east of Caen to break through and open the Falaise Gap. At
0700hrs on the 18™ the Battalion moved to the Forming Up Position (FUP). Following a massive air bombing assault the troops advanced and the Battalion
took some 80 (bomb shocked) prisoners. The Battalion concentrated and were subjected to accurate mortar and shell fire which continued all of the 19"

and casualties increased.

On the 22" the Battalion was withdrawn and reconstituted in the area about Bitot and during this rest period the Regimental Band played for the last time;
bandsmen were roled as stretcher bearers and had had a demanding time; only 14 of the original 30 bandsmen remained.



On the 29" Jul a further attempt at breakout took place - OP BLUECOAT. The Battalion moved forward, the bocage country determined that THE Herefords
were joined with the Fife and Forfar Yeomanry and the 2"¢ Northumberland Yeomanry. The fighting was bitter and became known as the Battalion’s Black
Sunday. CSM AF Evans was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) for this action his citation reads:

CSM Evans receives his DCM from FM Montgomery

The War Diary for July 1944 is reproduced below.

In the break out from Caumont on the morning of 30 July 1944 a depleted 'A’
Coy advanced under heavy enemy mortar fire to the first objective, where it
had to wait for two hours pending air bombardment of enemy positions
Their location was in fact the DF (SOS) task, and this area was mortared and
shelled by the enemy consistently for two hours.

During this time the Coy endeavoured to dig in as best they could in the
open. About twenty, including all stretcher bearers, became casualties. In the
midst of this heavy enemy fire CSM Evans with complete disregard for his
personal safety, went round all the casualties, bandaging up their wounds,
comforting and cheering them. Whenever there was a short pause in the
enemy shell fire he collected men and evacuated the wounded. By his
untiring and courageous efforts CSM Evans succeeded in moving all the
wounded to a place of safety.

The Reserve Platoon had suffered most casualties losing their Pl Comd and Pl
Sgt. After evacuating all the wounded he then re-organised this Platoon so
efficiently that when the time came to advance, they were completely ready
to move forward in good heart. He presently led them forward with such
determination that they successfully captured the next objective against stiff
enemy opposition.

The fearless example and courage of this WO undoubtedly raised the morale
of the whole Coy at this critical stage. It can be stated that it was through his
personal bravery that the enemy position was overcome; and the successful
attack by his Coy enabled the subsequent break through by the British Forces
later the same day.
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