
August 1944 

 

The battalion was in continuous action until 23 Aug in the battle of the Falaise Pocket; a south eastern thrust to meet up with American troops and close 

the Falaise pocket and isolate the German 7th Army. 10,000 Germans were killed and some 50,000 taken prisoner - even so up to 30% escaped. As Lt Ken 

Crockford recalled: 

 

 We experienced a number of battles and skirmishes before reaching the top of the hill at Cerisy. We were told we had outstripped the 

units on our flanks and that we should dig a deep defensive position … we came under occasional shell and mortar fire but no bullets. 

The advance continued with orders to clear the town of Flers. At first all was eerily quiet and we suspected an ambush. Then the shutters 

opened and we were showered with flowers and fruit, and the inevitable bottles of wine and calvados appeared. On the 23rd we arrived 

at our harbour area for a rest and preparation for the next op. As boots were removed feet blew up like balloons - we were warned that 

unauthorised removal of boots could result in court martial! - however we were authorised to wear plimsolls. 

 

It was during this period that CSM (D Company) Jack Greenhouse was wounded: 

 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


