
September 1944 

September saw the Battalion advance in what became known as the ‘Great Swan’ - a 260 armoured ‘dash’ forward in 6 days from the Seine to Antwerp. 

This took advantage of the disorientation of German Forces caused by the almost annihilation of the German 7th Army in the Falaise pocket. The objective 

was to capture the port of Antwerp - in working order - to shorten the resupply route to the forward troops who were stioll be supplied ‘over the beaches’ 

from Normandy. 

The Battalion had a short, sharp encounter at Helchterenand on the night of 21/22 crossed the Willems Canal, an operation for which the Commanding 

Officer, Lt Col Turner-Cain received the Distinguished Service order (DS); his citation read: 

Lt Col Turner-Cain was appointed to command 1st Herefords on 4 July 44. On the night of 
21/22 Sep 44, his Battalion was ordered to make an assault crossing over the Willems Canal 
at Zomeren. Zero hour for this attack was 1930 hrs. 
The enemy were holding defensive positions close to the canal banks. Despite stiff opposition 
and the heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire which was brought down on the area of the 
crossing, three Rifle Companies had successfully crossed and were establishing themselves 
on the far bank by 2100 hrs. The initial success of this operation was largely due to Lt Col 
Turner-Cain's sound tactical ability and leadership. 
Shortly afterwards, before the perimeter of the bridgehead was secured, a strong enemy 
counter attack developed; it was discovered later that this counter attack was delivered by 
no less than a Battalion of Infantry of high quality and long battle experience. Some of the 
enemy succeeded in infiltrating into the perimeter, and in the darkness the fighting was bitter 
and confused. Despite the critical situation Lt Col Turner-Cain remained at all times cool and 
undaunted; he maintained control of his Companies under the most adverse conditions, and 
committed his fourth Rifle Company at the right moment to restore the situation. 
His presence in the crossing area for long periods, without regard for the heavy defensive 
fire, was a magnificent example and encouragement to his troops. 
Throughout the night his Battalion maintained the Bridgehead against all enemy efforts to 
dislodge them. This enabled a Class 40 Bridge to be built by the Royal Engineers, over which 
tanks and a further Infantry Battalion of this Brigade were able to advance at first light to 
exploit the initial success and to capture Asten. Lt Col Turner-Cain's sound tactical ability 
made possible the great success achieved by his Battalion at heavy cost to the enemy; his 
coolness and personal bravery under fire were an inspiration to all ranks. 

 
 

Lt Col Turner-Cain receives his DSO from FM Montgomery 
 



  
 

The Herefords pass through Avesnes on 1 September 1944 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


