
April 1945 

On 1 Apr the Battalion crossed the Dortmund-Ems canal and approached the high wooded ridge of the Teutoburge. The battalion had a sharp engagement 

against determined enemy which proved to be men from a German NCO school which had been deployed to the area from Hanover. 

 

On 5 Apr the Battalion established a bridgehead over the River Weser, but were later withdrawn, eventually crossing at Petershagen on the 5th and 

crossing the River Leine at Neustadt on the 10th.  

 

On the 12th a German delegation negotiated a ‘neutral area’ which proved to be about Belsen concentration camp with the threat of a Typhus outbreak. 

 

The advance continued and on 30th crossed the River Elbe. 

 

The Weser crossing at Petershagen 

 

  
 

 



 
Soldiers examine a captured ‘Panzerfaust’. 

 

 
 

The Herefords move forward on the rear of a Fife & Forfar Yeomanry Comet tank. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Cpl HT Royster receives his Military Medal from FM Montgomery 

Citation - Military Medal - Cpl Royster 
 
At Rottorf (map ref At Rottorf  on 20 April 1945, Cpl 
Royster was riding on a tank which was bazooked. His 
P1 Comd and two other men on the tank became 
casualties. Although severely shaken, Cpl Royster took 
control over the remainder of the men who he 
organised for the necessary wood clearing 
immediately. Owing to the nature of the country the 
tanks were unable to deploy. In this operation his 
platoon came under sniping fire, and the platoon 
sergeant was wounded. Cpl Royster took command of 
the remainder of the platoon which now numbered 15, 
and led them on to the located enemy posts. 
 
He personally destroyed one Spandau post and killed 
the crew of four. On reaching the objective his 
platoon came under heavy fire from another enemy 
position, but he reorganised his platoon, and beat off 
one enemy counter-attack before being reinforced by 
another platoon. 
 
By his determined leadership and disregard for 
personal safety Cpl Royster ensured the success of an 
operation, which might otherwise have proved 
expensive in tanks and men.  

 

 



 





































 



 



 



 


