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1st BATTALION THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT – APRIL 1945 

The Battalion was now well into the German ‘fatherland’, by the end of the month it was clear that 
Germany was defeated: on the 25th American and Russian troops met on the Elbe near Torgau, Russian 
troops were assaulting Germany’s capital city – Berlin, and on the 30th Hitler committed suicide. 
However the fighting continued; there was fanatical and very capable resistance in many areas. To the 
Allies it was clear Germany was defeated but there was still the need to fight on to secure the final 
victory, but whilst everyone was aware of this no one wanted to become a casualty at this late stage. 
 
Bob Price enclosed a copy of this poem in a letter to his girlfriend: 
 

The End Is In View 

 

The goal in sight, the end in view, these cheering words impart , 

Courage to the weary soul and comfort to the heart, 

Goading us to fresh endeavours in the coming days, 

Giving us the needed strength to face the final phase, 

To fight the next big battle, and win the last great bout, 

Casting off forever every thought of fear and doubt, 

The hardest task is lightened, hope and faith are born anew, 

When having suffered and endured, we see the end in view. 

 
The Allied advances in the East and West were fast and furious, Hitler had issued the ‘Nero Decree’ 
demanding a scorched earth policy which meant bridges and infrastructure were destroyed which 
meant ad hoc, often hostile river crossings. The month also saw, in the west the liberation of the 
Belsen Bergen Concentration camp – the Battalion was not directly involved; some individuals were 
and this left a lasting impression on them, but the Battalion moved through the Typhus area around 
the camp and everyone was aware of ‘something’ going on. Those that saw the camp could not believe 
what they were seeing and the full horrors of ‘the camps’ would only be fully exposed later. 
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