15* BATTALION THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT — MARCH 1945

Battles do not observe the calendar and the battle to clear the ground up to the Rhine started in
February went on until 9 March when 11 Armd Div and the Herefords were withdrawn from the front.
The battle had been hard and had been costly to the Battalion.

The assault crossing of the Rhine was achieved and 11 Armd Div crossed as part of the follow on forces
on 28™"March. Psychologically the last barrier to victory had been crossed — it was now a matter of
time; it was considered inevitable that Germany would be defeated, but Germans were now fighting
on ‘their home turf’, many were still fanatical Nazis and followers of Hitler and would fight to the last.
Hitler had ordered a ‘scorched earth’ policy and the advance into and across Germany would be hard
and costly. The elation of crossing the Rhine was tempered by the realism of the fight still to come.

After a rush across the German countryside, the close of the month saw the Battalion well inside
Germany on the banks of the Dortmund/Ems canal looking up at the Teutoburger Ridge.
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B.L.A 1¥ar Patrcls ef 3/L CLY and 15/19 H pushed te SOUTH frem their main pesitiens, 1 HEREPORD were subject te heavy
nebelwerfer and mertar fire. &
2 Mar Positions of units unchanged. 1 EEREFORD's sttem>t to feel te EAST met with by mortar fire, Bde HQ meved te

about 1i miles SOUTE EAST TDEL 3 MON and 1 HEREFORD re-crganise as three rifle ogys eache At 1900 hra 1 HEREFCGRD
started pushing EiST with one tp 15/19 H. Progress slow - held up by !}rrq’lain Hun def Welt,
3 o
3 Mar 0530 hrs - Par side def line reached. Day spent weiting for 3 c;dxxx Inf piv to put in their attack on SONSBECK.-
Sappers started work on BATLEY wridges with covering parties of 1 HEREFORD and 3 MOK,

L Mer During the day, 3 :/0N sent patrols forward to get form, gathersd 20 PW 21l with low morale, 1900 hrs CDN attack
on high ground commenced, Very slow. The remainier of the 3 MON moved forward to form the covering party forwerd
with the wridges.

5 Mar Preperation wes mede for 3 NON atteck at first light., AVRES Crecedile, Sherdezer and protective tp CLY moved dewn
te 3 LON erea. Ons coy and one tp of tks were sent ferward to clear Huns who were sitting on the chesen junc pt etween
ourselves ani 3 CDN Div. They caue unier very hesvy fire end suffered casuslties; great natural difficulties were met
in the form of mud, 17 PW taken - 11 were civiliens, By last night the Cdns had net campleted their task of clearing

high ground.
6 Mer Q400 hrs _the Cans sterted their attack on SONSEECK, The Bde was then completely pinched out »y 3 CON Div and
3 Brit Dive The Div was put at ONE hr's notice as Corps reserve. At I700 hrs harsour parties were warnsd for recce
in a WESTERLY direction. 200C hrs normal greouping Was resumed,
7 ¥ar Bde remained in situ, concentrated on clearing up etc. Harwour parties put et ene hrs netice frem 1200 krs,
8 Mar " Harbour parties left at 0830 hrs te RV at DIEST. Bde A Ech meved te new ares.
9 Mar Div moved to new ares of DIEST - LOUVAIN fer rest and re-fit,
10 ar The Bde was in new areas at 0600 hrs,
Bde HQ ABRSCHOT 9668 = 3 MON WEREFTER 8667 - 4 KSLI WESMAEL 9055 - 1 HEREFORD HAECHT 8268 - 2 Indep MG Cey -
| LUBEEEK 9%657.
11 - 17 Mar Bde concentrated en re-esuipping = trg etec, @

. 18 Mer A1l offrs of the pde attended a lecture given by the GOC,Geperal Rewerts at IOUVAIN, He stressed the impertance
" of recovering the Team spirit now that the 29 Arm3 Bde had rejeined the Div, now fitten with the new Cemet Tank.
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P.Loh 19 - 26 Mar 45 mhe Bde continued to train end re-fit. Exercises were arranged Between Inf Pns and Armd Regts. Entertaineents

were arrenged, dences, films, sperts, etc., 48 hrs in BRUSSELS. The Bde held & dance at the locel hell for Offrs ef
the Div on 23 liar in AARSCHOT.

26 - 27 ver k5 Qontinued trgs  Werming order received from Div for the Bde to we prepared to move to the zres WESEL en the 28th,
Bde Cend attenied Div Conferemce. Ede '0' Gp held et 1930 hrs,

28 Mar 45 The zae left AARSCHOD erea far ares WESEL st 0830 hrs. FPassed SP &t DIEST at 0835 hrs. 4t epprex 1745 hrs the
heed of the kde main column cressed the DHINE. The Bde Comd attended en 10t Gp at 8 Corps HR. The Tde concentrated
NORTE EAST f WESEL 23i2.

29 lar 45 - At 1415 hrs the Bde moved o concentrate VEST of ERI® 3549, The move was slew owing th the ®ad tracks, emd the
routes specislly selected for the tke crossed and re-cressed the wheeled reute mmercus times, The IS eof CORT in
front of the Div reported slight opposition and were eble te progress well fe-ward, and by last night were meer GESCHOR

5073, The srmd RBde on twe routes With hesds at the rd running EAST-WEST threugh VELEN 48664

30 Mer 45 The Bde moved forward at 0715 krs end edvanced slewly ferward, with many halts, resulting te slewness of prmour in
. _ fromt held up mere by rds than »y enexmy, The HQ moved te various tentative H)s during the day until finelly helting
at the X rds at ASTERWICK for the might, The EBde was re-grouped with under cemd 2 F&F, 15/19 E, 3 KON, 1 EEREFORD end
2 Indep iG Coy NF. During the day stragzling Russian end Poles etc now lidersted from their sleve labour were seen -
streaming Back slong the rds. The Armd Ede had small skirmishes But little real eppesitien.

31 Mer 45 The Armd Bde at first light continued te adv ageinst little eppositien. The Bde Hy moved te the new ares SOUTE ef

BURGSTEIN FURT. 3 XON laid en ene cey to assist 15/19 E whe were going te meve NORTE te search the erea ef WETTRVWGER

7102 end alse to cress rds st 6898, The WETTRWGEN porty went well but the X rds party ceme under very heavy fire, Seme
casuslties were received. 15/19 H claimed 4 - 88cm AL Guns, L - 2cm AA Guns and 2 ef wnknown oalibre., Pw taken adwit
they hed themselves destroyed 8 of their ewn guns, Fre= interrogation it was thought an A4 Regt was en the high ground,
1 HEREFCRD and 2 F&F YRO also moved teo NORTE WEST to cleer up METELEN, little eppesitien; & few PW taken ®y Both parties..
The Bde remsined in seme locatiens fer the might. A visit to beth previeusly mentiened places was laid fer the
morning st 0700 brs. Bde | 728915 = 3 MON 732945 - 2 F&F Y=0 685915 - 1 EERERCRD 671916 - 2 Indep MG OOy 72790 @
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ESE of 1 | 0645 ol Lo Bridge completed at 00li393 enabling the regpainder of &57
KERVENHEIM : e hei Teen prevented from orossing as the fasolnes had | .

collapsed ) and necessary wheeled vehicles to join their sub-

units, Hy NBW fire and shellimg experienced throughout the

whole Bn area during the day, Bn holds firm the ground whi&g

had been gained, | \

15:00 Ba HQ moved to House 011389, where less shelling was expez‘ienc;dm‘.“:

casualties for the 2l; hours ending 1800 hrs o‘fficers 2 wounded

OR's 5 Killed LL mounded, i .

E of KERVENEEDM 2 1000 'B' coy with one tp of 15/19 misears abbempted to break the snemy
[ i |

dug defences at 027378.. Right £wd pl ev/entually reached a point

within 150x of the obfective, where they suffered heavy cas:

through intense mortar and MN@ fire, The enemy allowed them

to eross 200x of open country before bringing fire to bear

thms meking evacuation of wounded 829 4o nenginder of the pl

WH9060¢ 3622 190,000 G4¢ W.ILaS. §1074
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v .'Z_Z:Ont) P, extremely difficult. Advance by the pl was mpossihle
under the withering fire, so the Coy cmd decided to consolidate - .
| with two pls at 025362, and 02L381, with the remnants of the |
l " third et 026379. Three attempts were made to extricate the lm -
| | latter without success, and this was finally acheived duri ! . S
' 1 ‘ 'firsb hour of darkness. coy experienced intense and a.ocuratevl i
! IMorter and shell fire and also sniping during the day. ‘Al !
; '¢' and 'D' coys remained in previous locatlon,
.......... i 2000 | ' coy asseulte_d the same objective passing through 's', PFirst
o m._‘: Eattempt unsucessful, but later left flanking attack we‘s
sucessful, and the posn gained, 'A' coy took 5 PoW, The Coy
consolidated in area 027378, )
2300 | '¢' advanced through 'A' with one tp 15/18 Hussars u/c and
i sucessfully reached the east side of the defence line at 03237
| |‘ against little opposition, cas up to 2300 hrs; officers wo\_md.;d &
A 1 B L :
lluﬂl:xcliunn_ruganling \\'.r-y I)inri?s_nnd lmtlli’gcm:c
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2 (e

ont)

..o OR's Eilled 7, wWounded 18, 53 reinforcements arrived at

|

'A' Een,

v

102200 'B' and 'D' Coys both having suffered cas: and 'B' having no

i
\
l

officers and with only one Sergt left formed a composite Coy

under o¢ 'D' Coy, to effect this 'B' returned to 'B' posn at

016387,

0800| 'c' subjected to very heavy mortar and shell fire but being

well dug in suffered no cas: Bn mainteined positions gained

and awdited developements in 3 ¢dn Div sector, - Cas; OR's

Killed 1, wounded 5,

3 ¢dn Div continued to.clear wooded area North of SONSBECK,

Bay much guieter and qpung,,}ag,,l_,;_gy_qéf_.Anto_be__xi.m;mmnig_.sr_tz.iJ,Lm.__,__..._.;_.._____.__.w_.-m

Bn remained in same location, 15 Reinforcements posted to Bny

0930| Ba R moved to 026365 and 'D' Coy to area X rds 027367, 'sS' 1in area

of BN HRe

WLE0RS 8532 1.220,000 944 W.ILAS. §1AT
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1600 | 3 1ONS cleared earthworis and reached rd june 052361, where thpy
halted and allowed % ¢dn Div to attack SONSBEGK from the north.
This objective capmred and there the Hereford Gp was pushed out,
] 28 Reinforcements posted to the Bn, ‘
gBonme e 6,748, Bn remained in seme location with the exception od 'D' coy ;
HEIN | |
| who moved to Fm 018359 where shelter was prdvided for all men.i
( March 8, one Offr posted as reinforcement to the Bn) |'
| i
f 1.9 [1ok5 | Bn moved to HAACHT MR 826688 snt 1:200,000 8 Belgium, for rest|
| and refit, N
2300 | Bn arrived at HAACHT, o
i 1
HAACET 1011 Ba resting and interior reorganisation carried out, 'B' and 'D
Coys seperated to form once more two.coys| !
o | 12 ] | Brigs J,B,Churcher DSO.adressed the Bn giving an account of the
. 3 last_ battle s
B 13 1. Training commenced at. coy level, stress baing given.to. reinforsement
% Wi30891 3532 1220000 G4 W.H.aS5 5147
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ace |
HAAGHT | 13 (cont) .
2 1 | Normal inf: trg:
L Normal Inf; Trgs, B
S | village square, o )
------ |16 Normal Inf, Trg. e
[

17 1100 RSM's Parade with Ble Be.nd Inspection of all tpt by ASM,

Bn Church Parade with Bde Band in attendance, After chdrgh the

Bn marched pask, the Brigadler teking the salute,

coys in turn practiced 74 Piring exerclses at BOURG LEOPOLD

" 19,20,21

! Trg Area, . -
9 22, 23 goys in tirn practiced Inf=-Tk co-gpemtinmexamiaa,_amzv &l B

Yeo: ( 29th Armd Ble having come u/c 11 Armd Div )

L] 2l =27 | Normal inf trg:
b 28| |11 Armd Div moved from Belglum. to. cross_the RETNE to_a_concentration abed. ...
gk 8 NE of WESEL, Bn moved at o7ho ‘nrs and arrived in new location
i e : :
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March started with 3 Can Div operating on the Battalion’s left and clearing the Hochwald Forest
feature. The enemy was still in occupation of the Schlieffen line and on the 2" B Coy with one troop
of 15/19 in support put in an attack to force a breach in the line. The forward platoon covered 200
yards of open country and was within 150 yards of its objective. Having allowed them to come
completely in the open the enemy opened up with heavy MG and mortar fire. Further advance by the
platoon was impossible under the withering fire, so the Coy Comd decided to consolidate the position
with the other two platoons. Three attempts were made to extricate the remnants of the pinned down
platoon but each time intensified MG, mortar and sniper fire was brought to bear on the company.
The stretcher bearers did gallant work crawling around with red cross flags and treating the most
urgent cases. Evacuation of wounded was impossible.

In the evening A Coy passed through B Coy and put in another assault on the same objective. It was a
light night made worse by artificial moonlight which silhouetted them as they moved. The leading
platoon came under intense and accurate SA and mortar fire and the leading section became
casualties. There was no cover, which made movement extremely difficult. The NCO commanding the
platoon [Sgt Davies] displayed the finest gallantry. With complete disregard for his own safety and
with a coolness which reassured his men, he moved round organising return fire and attending to the
wounded. He personally recced the enemy positions and made a plan of their dispositions. During this
time he was not more than 80 yards from the enemy and must have been clearly visible. He then left
his platoon under command of his Pl Sgt and took back the information to his Coy Comd. Based on the
information a successful company left flanking attack was put in and the company consolidated on its
first objective. As soon as they were established, C Coy with a troop of tanks passed through. The
enemy promptly reacted to the tanks more than the infantry and started to engage them hotly with
Spandaus from right, left and centre. The tanks were quite happy about that. Their chief concern was
bazooka teams which might be lying in the ditches waiting for them to come along the road. Therefore
working in close cooperation with the troop, the leading platoons worked their way forward in single
file along the ditches ready to deal with any lurking bazooka types. After the infantry had checked up
to about 40 yards the tanks bounded forward again, drawing all the enemy SA fire and allowing the
platoon to push on unengaged. By this leapfrogging arrangement the platoon reached the first
obstacle of the Schlieffen line which was an anti tank ditch. Upon recce of the bridge over it the Pl
Comd considered it too flimsy to carry a tank and the leading tank, trying to shear off to the right,
brewed up on a mine. The others continued to give support and the platoon established itself in the
excellent trenches provided by the enemy. By this time the enemy appreciated that his curtain of
defensive artillery and MG fire had failed to check the advance and had evacuated the trenches.
Patrols sent out forward failed to contact them so the company went firm in this area, supported by
a platoon of machine guns from No 2 Independent MG Coy (4 RNF). The Schlieffen line had been
breached but only as a result of a constant hammering and persistent assault.

nti tank ditches about Udem Passing through Udem



The immediate reaction to this was heavy shelling on the newly captured position which continued
throughout the day. Odd snipers continued to make a nuisance of themselves but C Coy were
reasonably happy in their German dug trenches. The Battalion continued to hold these positions for
the next two days awaiting developments from the from 3 Can Div sector. There was a noticeable
decrease in shelling and it appeared that the enemy was withdrawing his artillery.

On the 5™ the Battalion regrouped itself ready to continue operations towards Sonsbeck and Xanten
and 3 Mons passed through to carry out the first phase. In the meantime big things were happening
on the right flank. 3 (British) Div operating on the immediate right, having cleared the enemy out of
Kervenheim made rapid progress and steered the Guards Armd Div which appeared from the direction
of Geldern. This was all part and parcel of the American’s advance from the south and everybody
seemed to be heading for Sonsbeck at the same time. 11 Armd Div was halted on the spot and other
formations polished off the remainder of the broken enemy force still left west of the Rhine.

Having been thus eclipsed from the battle the Battalion Group settled itself in to make up for the lost
rations and sleep. All companies centred themselves on well stocked farms and forgot all about bully
beef for the next few days.

It had been a hard fought battle from everybody's point of view. Supply and administration was made
difficult by the treacherous track which would become a quagmire but which was the only route
leading up to the fighting troops. Great credit is due to the echelon personnel and the ATk Pl who
ferried up food, ammunition, petrol etc. to keep the companies going, and also to the stretcher
bearers who slaved magnificently against adverse enemy and ground conditions. Here is an account
of the battle as experienced by a stretcher bearer attached to B Coy:

The day the Battalion had the task of clearing the enemy from the outskirts of Udem, it so
happened that | was riding on the third tank of the leading squadron and | was not feeling so
happy about that! We rode on our tanks until we reached a Canadian unit’s forward position
at the far end of the town. It was here that trouble started brewing and we had to detank
owing to the excessive anti tank fire and shelling. For a while we sought cover but not for long
as the platoons were given a task and ordered to go forward to clear the Germans out of a
position on our right flank. Whilst clearing these positions one platoon in particular suffered
quite a number of casualties and it was then that | heard the old familiar cry for stretcher
bearers. It was not long before we had dressed the wounded and evacuated them to the RAP.
On my return from the RAP | discovered that some of their tanks had been knocked out and
that the crews had suffered casualties, some of them being severely wounded. We lost no time
in evacuating the men and by the time we had taken the last of the wounded to the RAP
darkness was fast approaching. By the time | returned, my company had moved forward and,
since it was dark, | was instructed to remain with Battalion HQ till the morning.

After a very uncomfortable night of shelling | was given the location of my company which |
found quite easily. We remained in these positions for the rest of the day. At dusk 2 companies
passed us mounted on tanks and we moved up on foot. Hell seemed to be let loose that night.
Jerry seemed to be slinging everything he had against us and it appeared that he was firing at
us from every angle. We met with very stiff opposition over the bridges and suffered heavy
casualties. It was a trying night for all the SBs concerned owing to the fact that the road and
bridge were in a terrible state and were made even worse by our own tanks. The majority of
our stretcher cases had to be carried to vehicles 1000 yards away. We did attempt to evacuate
some with an abandoned carrier but this met with little success as the carrier soon ditched
itself. It was daylight before we had finished evacuating our last casualty. | should like to
mention that through this incident we lost two of our SBs through exhaustion. The position we
occupied during that morning and for 24 hours later was by no means a healthy one. Jerry was
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very consistent with his mortars and 88s. However we were lucky enough to escape casualties.
The following day our company had the task of going forward to force a gap in the Schlieffen
line in front of the forward companies. The enemy soon spotted us after we passed through
our forward positions and gave us everything he had in the way of small arms fire and shelling.
His fire was so effective that it pinned the company down for some time and it was here once
again we suffered casualties. Evacuating the wounded was by no means an easy task as the
ground was quite open and the enemy could easily detect the slightest movement. It was
impossible for the squad and myself to avoid movement, so we decided to make her way
towards the wounded under the cover of a Red Cross flag we carried. By doing this we were
able to treat the wounded. We selected the most urgent of them for evacuation and two of
the squad took a stretcher case while | myself crawled back with one on my back. After we had
gone back some 100 yards or so a shell exploded nearby killing the wounded man who lay on
the stretcher and wounded one of the SBs who was carrying it. Two or 3 minutes later | myself
was hit in the leg by a sniper. As luck happened the Coy Comd had previously arranged for an
ambulance half track to come up to C Coy and after being hit | found myself only a matter of
50 yards away from the vehicle. Not being seriously wounded, | was able to assist the man |
was carrying to the half track. The other SB also made his own way to the half track, though
he was pretty badly wounded in the back. | have not written every incident that occurred in
this particular battle. Those that | have written about are the ones that | remember that remain
clearest in my mind.

All companies had an equal share in the fighting and here is an account of the operation from C Coy’s
point of view:

It is far from easy to give an impersonal account of those few days which to us of C Coy remains
so vivid - days that brought so many changes in the company which had grown up afresh on
the river Maas, where changes have been few. A sudden contrast was made by the tremendous
pace of events and the heat of things after those wearying winter months. We left our
concentration area on the morning of the 27 Feb. Two companies had gone on ahead on the
backs of the tanks into the town of Udem, which we had been informed was already taken by
the Canadians. Many of us may have glanced away to the long green hill to our half left, little
dreaming, as we plodded on in single file through the dust of the tanks, of the part it was to
play in the unknown days ahead.

As we approached the outskirts of the battered town we remarked upon the engineers newly
erected mines notices, the enormous anti tank ditch and wire entanglements and the small
files of field grey prisoners with their hands on their heads, escorted by tired scruffy Canadian
Scottish infantryman. | know many of us quietly thanked God that we had not been given the
task of securing Udem. We were not left long in this kind of contemplation for almost
immediately we were forced to lie low as shells came at us all along the road. We heard that
A&B Coys had dismounted from their tanks and were clearing the further side of the town.

As we waited expectantly in this position we were ordered to pass through B Coy who were in
the area of the station and swing left, making for the Y junction at the base of the green hill
we had seen that morning. D Coy were to pass through A and were to work further to our left.
We were also told we should have no difficulty in keeping to our axis as a wood ran parallel to
our right all the way to our objective. As we passed through B Coy and from the shelter of the
houses we could clearly see across the open ground the long line of the wood. The ground was
cultivated and there appeared to be nothing abnormal about the fresh young fields of corn,
now scarred with tank tracks.



As 13 Pl, which was leading, crossed the anti tank ditch all was still; there was no shelling and
no small arms fire. The only disturbance was the crackling of the several burning farmhouses
at the edge of the wood. This was the work of the tanks, the leading one of which seemed
already to be on our first objective. We all moved on slowly in extended order well opened out.
13 Pl were within about 90 yards of the first burning farmstead, when intense Spandau fire
was aimed at us from immediately ahead and from the wood on our right. 13 Pl caught the
full weight of this murderous fire and were only saved from complete destruction by their wide
dispersal. As it was, the whole of the leading section with the single exception of the bren
gunner were mown to the ground by such close range fire. The bren gunner owed his life to a
lone potato clump behind which he took cover. The enemy must have been able to see his
position clearly since they continued to pour increasing bursts of machine gunfire at him and
at the other two sections and Coy HQ further back. The Pl Comd managed to crawl forward
and join the bren gunner at the potato heap. The Spandau immediately ahead was located in
the farmhouse window and silenced. This gave limited freedom of movement behind the
clump, since the remaining two Spandaus were some 200 yards to the right and screened by
it. Nevertheless they proved awkward sweeping the top and both ends of the clump with fire.
The PI Comd was able to kneel behind this cover to shout orders and signaled that to the Pl Sgt
and next section in whose area a tank had appeared. In spite of these shouts and signals the
Pl Comd had to craw! back to the Sherman. To help him on his way back in the face of the
enemy fire, the bren gunner brought his gun to bear on the corner of the wood. Once the tank
was reached, its full firepower was directed onto the two remaining machine gun positions
and the line of the wood. Under this fire support the rest of the platoon was able to make a
frontal assault on the farmhouse area where some 18 prisoners were taken.

While this engagement of the leading platoon was being fought, the Coy Comd, who had
weighed up the difficulties, ordered 14 Pl to move round to the left. They took a wide sweep
making full use of the slight dip in the open country. By this time Coy HQ and the rear platoon
were being subjected to harassing shelling. As 14 Pl drew level with the farmstead upon which
13 Pl were concentrating their attack, one of their number was killed instantly by sniper fire
from another farm a little beyond, which also proved to be strongly held. In spite of this they
put in an attack on this second farm and took more prisoners. Having cleared these two farms,
after a brief period of reorganization, we pushed on.

In the late afternoon we reached the Y junction at the foot of the low hill we had viewed,
perhaps rather vaguely earlier that day. A Coy had reached the top and from the numbers of
Shermans that were ‘brewing’ we knew they must have had a difficult passage. As we dug in
the night rapidly closed in on us and the shelling increased. We were relieved to see the two
companies of 3 Mons moving up in the half light and exchanged gruff wishes with the dark
lumbering forms. There was continuous shelling and the startling rattle of bullets exploding in
the trees; 2 Hun paratroopers were caught trying to stalk a section position; news that all was
not going well with the Mons was supported in evidence by the comments of those coming
back along the lane near which we were sitting; there was no food and no news of food until
early in the morning. It was a weird and miserable night.

With the morning of the 28" as so often happens in battle, our spirits improved. We had a
snack in the early hours and were able to supplement this with as much as we could eat when
light came and fires could be started. If anything the shelling had eased a little and the Mons
were reported to have 2 companies across the stream ahead.

Orders were received during the afternoon for a further attack on the Schliefen line the plan
was for A Coy to breach the first entanglement and supported by a squadron of the 15/19 and
we, with another squadron, were to reach the second anti tank ditch. The whole plan was to
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be carried out at night. We cleaned our weapons and generally prepared ourselves, ready to
move back in the early hours of darkness to join our tanks. There was no shelling as we married
up and watched the first 2 companies get underway. A few minutes later we too climbed on
the backs of our ‘Big Brothers’ and moved slowly under the brow of the Gochfortz position.

Slowly, very slowly, the tanks moved along the narrow open lane. They were unable to move
from its hard surface as the fields on either side were marshy. Evidence of these treacherous
surroundings were the deeply bogged tanks we passed, who had overshot a corner or unwisely
endeavoured to pass a knocked out brother in their path. The Germans were not long in
realising that something was developing. It is impossible to move tanks under these conditions
without noise. The roar of their engines and the rattle of their tracks brought down upon us all
manner of artillery and mortar fire. We ourselves understood the meaning of DF and the
paratroopers must have registered on the road and, in particular, the crossing of the stream
where we had succeeded in placing a fascine. Every time the tanks halted we lay alongside
their tracks. This undoubtedly saved us a number of casualties, for every time we mounted
again we suffered heavily from shell and mortar splinters. There was something rather awe
inspiring in the way these splinters struck the massive steel structures of the tanks. We suffered
in this way for some 2 1/2 hours before we crossed the stream and came abreast of A Coy who
were reorganizing after their exploits. They had been fired upon from the woods immediately
to the right and were forced to engage in very sticky night wood clearing. This unexpected
operation was costly and a measure of control was lost. What is more we were still subject to
shellfire and still some way from objective. The leading tanks were being engaged by close
range enemy SP fire. It was because of this and the fact that they were unable to leave the
road that we were ordered to move along on foot.

13 Pl took the lead and moved up to a small spinney by the side of which the CO's tank was
bogged and from which forward position he was controlling the battle. The Coy Comds
collected 14 and 15 Pls and we proceeded to dig in, in soft saturated ground, 13 Pl in the small
copse with Coy HQ and 14 Pl behind. It was at this stage that the few remaining members of
15 Pl were used to reinforce the other two and Coy HQ. Tired that we were, we followed the
advice to dig deep and cursed the water that appeared in the bottom of our holes.

As we had expected, and also firmly prophesied by the old stagers and commanders, with the
dawn came the shelling. We were some 600 yards from our objective, behind which rose a high
hill. With little doubt that it was from this vantage point the fire was being directed. As the
first few hours of daylight developed it became increasingly clear how well the Hun could see
us. We had no chance to camouflage ourselves. With the first attempt to distribute rations one
man was killed instantly by a sniper from very close range. As a result for the remainder of the
day we shot at every conceivable sniper position.

During that whole day and until darkness of the next we sat under the enemy's dominant
position and was stalked until the trees of the copse were torn to pieces and robbed of their
branches, and the greenfield behind was shell pocked as we had rarely seen before. We gave
what assistance we could to those who were unable to stand the strain and watched A&B Coys
abortive attempts to reach the perimeter of the defensive line ahead.

In the evening of the 4™ we were given the general picture and details of our part in the second
night attack with tanks that was to breach the Schlieffen line. After A Coy had secured the first
anti tank ditch we were to push through dealing only with the opposition actually menacing
the track. 13 Pl were to lead supported by a troop of tanks. A Coy reached their objective, the
windmill according to the plan and we moved through. All was disturbingly quiet. Not even a
single shell. The leading platoon were taking no chances and had one section in the dykes on
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either side of the road. These sections move forward 40 yards, ensuring that there were no
Panzerfausts, then lay down and allowed the first tank to move up and brass up the area
ahead. When this had been done the whole operation could be repeated it was on the first leg
of these stepping up tactics that two Spandaus opened fire on the tanks from some 400 yards
range. This lively exchange of tracer continued for three legs, when the uneven battle became
too much for the enemy and no further opposition was encountered. In the darkness 13 Pl
reached their objective and recced some 200 yards beyond the most extensive and formidable
trench system we had seen throughout the campaign. Apart from the anti tank ditches and
wire there were two tremendous trenches some 12 feet deep, complete with fire steps and
dugouts, the whole being lined with thick pine logs.

The following morning there was a little fire from the concrete emplacements on the hill in
front but after the past few days this was hardly noticeable to us in our deep trenches. Coy HQ
were the only ones to be worried and they were less fortunate and had to remain in the shallow
communication trench beside the wireless carrier. They stuck this for one whole day and at
night moved back to the area of the windmill.

For us this was the end of the struggle our very real fears of being ordered to push on (for we
openly stated to one another that we had had enough) were put to rest with the news that the
Guards Armd Div had come in from a flank and the enemy had withdrawn in face of this threat
in his rear. We moved to two farmhouses in the area, making full use of their beds and clean
straw, not to mention eggs, hot water etc. Here we received the glad news from the CO himself,
when he came to speak to us that we were moving out to rest, and we were deeply thankful
for his well done!

Pte Childs writes a letter home Pte Sinar at ‘the ready’
Soldiers of the Herefordshire Regiment in their trenches Pte Ward, the photograph is
about Sonsbeck on 6 March annotated ‘due to go on

leave the next day’; perhaps
that's why he smiling!

Total casualties for operation blockbuster

Killed 28
Wounded 125

On 9 March the Div was withdrawn to Belgium to rest and refit, the Battalion moved to Haacht, a
small town north of Brussels and from 9 to 28 of March the Div trained and reorganized in Belgium. It
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was the longest and most enjoyable rest the Battalion had from battle and put us back on our feet.
Reinforcements of officers and other ranks were received which practically brought us up to strength.
It was the first time reinforcements could be trained and fitted in with their companies before going
into action. Before they had been sent to the Div Battle School where they were fitted out and trained
until required in the line to replace casualties. It frequently happened therefore that men joining the
Battalion, usually recruits fresh from UK, had had no infantry/tank training and simply had to learn
from bitter experience. While in Haacht however, a number of exercises were carried out with the
tanks which gave them a good idea of what was expected of them.

For the first time since November, 29 Armd Bde rejoined the Div. They had pulled out to Belgium
during the months on the Maas, as the tanks were of little use for such a role. Their refitting was
interrupted in December when they were thrown into the battle to stop and push back Runstadt’s
drive through the Ardennes. Early in 1945 they received Comets to replace their Shermans and were
waiting in the rest area to carry out combined training by the time the Inf Bde arrived there. Brig
Churcher wrote in his memoires:

weeemeeennen. We had advanced slowly and reached the Siegfried line and reached the small market
town of Sonsbeck on the east edge of the line; we were luckily squeezed out of further
operations by 3 Div on my right and the Canadians on my left and from the middle of March
we were withdrawn from the whole of the battle area back to the area of Louvain. We
remained in this general area for a complete refit and training for the reinforcements which
we had to receive, at the same time the armoured brigade by now had been reequipped with
the new tanks the Comet armed with the new 77mm gun, a most effective weapon and a
splendid tank. It became clear to us that we would be one of the armoured divisions earmarked
for the thrust through Germany after bridgeheads had been secured over the River Rhine.

The new tanks meant new ways of working as Ray Griffiths explained:

The new Comet Tank was received with great enthusiasm by the Armoured Regiments and
with its extra speed and larger calibre gun was later to prove a great success. The previous
format of the campaign during the early days was for the supporting infantry to accompany
the armour on foot or in their soft sided troop carrying vehicles (TCVs) [3 ton trucks].  This
generally meant that it was a ‘catch up’ situation. It was therefore decided that the infantry
would, where applicable, travel on the rear of the tanks, thus making the armour more secure
and the infantry not so foot sore, a tactic which proved to be most successful.

Haacht itself was an agreeable little village about 20 miles north of Brussels. All the men were
accommodated in civilian billets and everything was done for their entertainment; not that it was really
necessary to organize anything, for they were all capable of looking after themselves. Dances,
football matches and trips to Brussels filled in the very pleasant days and training and parades were
cheerfully accepted. The weather was good and spring was in the air. After 2 static months spent on
the mud flats of the Maas and a gruelling struggle around Udem this was a poetic interlude, and the
sap gradually rose until everybody blossomed, refreshed and ready to start again; the difference to the
two weeks we had just experienced in Germany was unbelievable. It proved to be excellent
preparation for whatever might await us across the Rhine and everybody made the best of it.

There was hard training, but time to relax as well of Sunday 25 March Bob Price recalls:

v W€ put our best uniforms on, polished our boots, and went on church parade. The
service was held in the little cinema. Then after our lunch Tom, Maurice and myself decided
to hitch-hike to Louvain to see our old mate Stan, who had been taken to the 101 General
Hospital to recover from his shrapnel wounds. We were in luck; the first truck we stopped
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took us straight to the hospital. It was a massive place, and took us ages to find the ward Stan
was in. Even then it took the three of us five minutes to find him. It was the biggest hospital
ward 1'd ever seen, with one hundred and seventeen beds, and what made it more difficult
Stan was down under the sheets fast asleep. Even when we did find the right bed we didn't
recognise him. Maurice passed him by the first time; here was a tidy, clean-shaven young
man, his hair slicked back in his blue striped pyjamas. The last time we saw him he'd got a
beard and a fortnight’s grime on his face, no wonder we didn't recognise him right away.
He was surprised and pleased to see us. He said his wounds had healed nicely and was hoping
to be released from hospital in a couple of weeks. We told him not to be in too much of a
hurry, he was better off where he was! We had a pleasant hour together, Maurice's dry sense
of humour kept the conversation going, especially when the nurses were about. When the
tea arrived it was time for us to go, we said our goodbyes and the other lads in the ward
from our Battalion waved and wished us luck. It was only a short walk down the hill into the
town, our first priority was to find the nearest canteen and get something to eat. NAAFI tea
and buns tasted just the same everywhere; we had our fill and spent the evening in the
cinema. | can even remember the film Spencer Tracy in ‘Boys Town’. We then caught one of
our trucks back to Haacht, arriving back at our billet at 11.30pm, tired after an eventful day.

@ Haacht  Stiesteenweg,

A house used to billet members of the Battalion and the host family — these photographs given to a
member of the Battalion.

As well as battle casualties men of the Battalion suffered from iliness, brought on by and worsened by
the hard living conditions they had endured. As Ken Crockford recalled:

I continued with the Herefords usually commanding 14 Platoon but on occasions as the
situation required taking over as company commander or second in command for short periods
until March 1945, when | was evacuated to hospital in Brussels. | do not remember much of
the journey as | was unconscious for much of the time with severe dysentery. When after some
days | recovered sufficiently to get dressed | asked the nurse where my uniform was she replied
‘we burned it’ | was provided with a dressing gown to enable me to walk to the quartermaster's
stores in order to purchase new clothing. My salary as a Lieutenant was 12/6 (62.5 pence) a
day my clothing cost me over £7.

It was whilst in Haacht that members of the Battalion started to notice the ‘new’ terror weapon being
used by the Germans against Britain — the V1 rocket. As Ray Griffiths recalled:

Now and again, the peace and quiet was broken by the never to be forgotten sound of the

German terror weapon, the flying bomb or ‘doodle bug’. These frightening missiles with the
distinctive sound of their jet engines passed overhead at frequent intervals en-route towards
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the port of Antwerp and sometimes towards England. It was when one heard the engine cut
out that everyone held their breath and waited while the missile dived to the ground and
exploded.

The operation to ‘Bounce The Rhine’ took place on 24 March, both Bob Price and Ray Griffiths recalled
the airborne part of the operation passing over Haacht:

[Price] The noise of low flying aircraft brought everyone out onto the streets to witness the largest
air-assault in history. Wave after wave of gliders being towed to their drop zones on the other side
of the Rhine. People cheered and waved, and still the planes passed overhead. What surprised
me was how low they were, then suddenly it was all over and it went quiet and peaceful once
again. It took some time for the realisation of what had happened to sink in, on this historic
Saturday morning, but it also meant that in a few days time it would be our turn to breakout of
the bridgehead that was secured by the troops in those gliders today. | can't say | was looking
forward to that job very much.

[Griffiths] the sound of many aircraft was heard overhead and the most awesome sight of
hundreds of aircraft appeared all over the sky, heading towards the East. Many of the aircraft
were towing gliders and all were marked with the white symbol of the Allied Forces. At the time
we were unaware of their destination and it was not until later that the report came through
that upon this historic Saturday the air assault across the Rhine had begun. Soon it would be
our turn to break out of the bridgehead at Wesel, secured by these glider-borne troops and
begin our sojourn into the German hinterland.

Leave continued and Captain Alec Wardman went on leave to visit his wife in Belfast.

It was also a time to catch up on ‘admin’ including writing letters to family and friends — 4032935 LCpl
Fred Cope of C Company wrote to his pal 4039173 Norman Gilbert. Norman had served with the
Herefords and was wounded in the Autumn of 1944, as a result of his wounds he was discharged in
May 1945. As well as the normal small talk and news of their mutual pals, he mentions the battle the
Battalion had been in.
e ;
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Norman Gilbert been a member of the Battalion football team and had won a football medal in the
UK in the season 43/44.
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[AFTERNQOTE — in January 2000 an application was made by ‘Mr Cope’ for the medals of 4032935 .....
Cope, which resulted in no medals being awarded — it is assumed that his medals had already been
issued.]
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The Battalion left Haacht at 0740 hours on 28 March and all companies experienced difficulty in
dragging their men away from their civilian billets. The journey to the Rhine was uneventful. It was
pleasant to pass through places such as Horn and see them transformed to peaceful sleepy villages,
recovering their calm composure after having been whipped into centres of bustle and activity by the
comings and goings of troops with their machines of war. Cafes, 3 months ago ringed with Brens, anti
tank guns and half tracks were now ringed with tables and sunshades. Fields and gardens still marked
with minefield signs were no longer sown with mines but now sown with crops and flowers. The
Battalion crossed the Sussex Bridge over the Rhine at Wesel in darkness at 2000 hours.

1

e

A destroyed bridge over the Rhine at Wesel —
taken from the Sussex Bridge

The Sussex Bridge over the Rhine

The impression was almost the same as starting a fresh invasion. As we approached the river the
rumble of guns could be heard in the distance to the east. To the north tracer lit up the sky as the
Canadians were that night making another crossing over the river at Xanten and the sound of SA
automatic fire could be heard between the occasional short lulls in the barrage. Across the river the
town of Wesel was still burning and the gaunt skeletons of battered buildings stood silhouetted in the
dull red glow. Searchlights played about the bridges from either bank while engineers carried on with
their ceaseless maintenance and inspections. There were two bridges about 200 yards apart, one for
wheeled vehicles and the others for tracks.

The river at this point is about 500 yards wide and the bridges seem to converge in the distance. In
the darkness, but pricked out by the searchlights and starlight and with the burning town in the
background they look like frail and meaningless protrusions in the expanse of water. It was a peculiar
sensation to think that we were about to cross the Rhine a thing the papers and wireless had been
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forecasting for months. Now here it was at last and all troops with baited breath, wondered what the
crossing would be like and what prospects lay ahead for us. It was probably the fact that the bridge
led across into the unknown and to more unpredictable battles that made the crossing so portentous.
At each jointing in the section of the bridge, trestles on pontoon boats, dipped slightly as the weight
of the vehicles passed over them, so we got nearer to grappling with this unknown. Across the river
and amongst the rubble filled streets of Wesel, clouded with dust and smoke from the demolished
and blazing buildings, these thoughts persisted and were accentuated. It was indeed like starting a
fresh invasion and in fact proved to be the beginning of the final phase of the campaign.

Ray Griffiths recalled crossing the Rhine:

....... the Division moved from the Brussels area and headed for the German border and the
first major obstacle, the River Rhine. The assault by 6 Airborne Div, by air to form a bridgehead
on the eastern side of the river at Wesel during the later days of March 1945 was successful
and enabled the construction by the Engineers firstly of a pontoon bridge, formed by
interlocking raft-like boats together and later a more stable Bailey Bridge.

The actual crossing at this point was quite exciting, unending columns of every description
of transport and armour were queuing up to take their turn on the pontoon bridge. This
bridge was nearly 500 yards long and creaked and strained against the supporting and
restraining steel ropes, the pontoons in the strong current were swept into a great ‘U’shape.
Overhead, as night fell, the air was filled with the sound of shelling, tracer and flares, a
spectacular sight.

Although a scary crossing, the Division advanced into the badly damaged town of Wesel,
where the paths were still being cleared by the pioneers and sappers. It had been heavily
bombarded prior to the crossing and had been virtually destroyed, so the Division picked
their way through the rubble and passed through 6 Airborne Div and we continued our
progress into Germany.

The concentration area was about four miles northeast of the bridge. It was the point at which an
airborne landing had been made and gliders, some smashed and others perforated with bullet holes,
were still there in their hundreds. The following day the Battalion moved up to Earle and once more
married up with the Fife and Forfar. Moving in the wake of the KSLI Group we then made a long and
uneventful drive through Legden and on to Osterwick. The advance was being pressed home at high
speed. After breaking through the opposition on the river, little coordinated resistance had been met
so far. It was uncertain where the enemy would hold next but the policy was to keep forging ahead. 7
Armd Div advancing on our left were not able to get on quite so quickly, which gave us an
uncomfortable feeling on that flank and necessitated our providing our own flank protection. 6
Airborne Div cooperated with an independent Armd Bde on our right, were at this stage slightly ahead
of us. The Daily News campaign maps showed the armoured thrust rapidly spreading itself across
Germany and we had great difficulty in keeping up with them. They were usually a day ahead.

However not everyone went forward with the Battalion as Bob Price explained:

At the end of the main street [in Haacht] farthest away from our cafe was a piece of waste
ground the company used as a parade ground, we fell in there every morning for roll call.
For the last fortnight this had been our first parade. When | fell in there that morning I didn't
know it would be for the last time. After roll call the company commander read out a short list
of names, mine was one of them. We were told to pack our kit and be prepared to leave
the company tomorrow morning for the Divisional Battle School near the town of Weert in
Holland. We had been chosen to be LOB (Left out of Battle).
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To explain- there was only one battalion of the Herefordshire Regiment, and Army ruling at
that time stated, if the battalion were to be wiped out in action the regiment would not be
reformed. That's why this small force from the four rifle companies (about 50 men) were LOB,
so that they would become the nucleus of a new battalion, should the unthinkable
happen! It had been common practice at the beginning of the campaign, but for a long time
now we'd never had enough men to spare to be left behind.

The following morning | said good-bye to our Belgian hosts, and the lads in the platoon. It
was with a heavy heart and a feeling of guilt when | hugged Tom my digging in partner for so
long. The tears ran down his face as | climbed aboard our transport and waved good-bye, but
like he said, in the army you look after number one. There were a lot of faces in the platoon
that sunny morning | would never see again.

On 31 March the Battalion was uncomfortably spread out along the road at Leer. 159 Bde Gp was
working along the left route and 29 Bde Gp on the right. 29 Gp were pushing on and keeping pace
with 6 Airborne Div. It was then that the Tac R reported the German 15 Panzer Grenadiers moving SE
towards Munster. If they came down in force as they were reported it appeared that they could cut
across our line to communication and isolate the armour and troops out in front. Therefore the
Battalion Group was ordered to take up a strung out defensive position extending over 4 miles to
counter any possible attack from the north. It seemed a grim task and we felt very thin on the ground.
There was slight spasmodic shelling from an 88 Battery beyond the ridge to the north. Full
preparations were made to meet the threatened attack, mines laid on likely approaches and anti tank
defences tied up. As the Battalion was likely to hold this area for the next day or so patrols were sent
out to check up on suspect woods and buildings. To the north of the road about 2 miles away lay the
village of Stelen which B Coy with the squadron of tanks were sent to check and clear if necessary. It
was found to be empty but just as the force was organising itself to return to base an enemy lorry,
loaded with troops and with one fellow sitting on the radiator, swept round the corner of the street.
It was easy meat for the tanks who gave it one 77 shell and left the infantry to collect survivors. The
outsider of the party who was badly wounded argued that it was unfair to fire anti tank weapons at
soft vehicles such as his, but the tank men didn't see his point of view! Forty odd prisoners were
flushed during the day from the Battalion area. The anticipated attack never materialised and the next
day another long drive through Burgsteinfurt, Emsdetten, Mesum and Rissenbeck brought the
Battalion to the Dortmund-Ems Canal at Birghte.

Casualties
Surname Initial | Rank Regtl No | Company Date Location
Chapman | Sgt 4105639 S KIA 01/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Holloway RP Pte 5501116 C KIA 01/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Rider AR Pte 14735897 D KIA 01/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Stewart J Cpl 3854813 B KIA 01/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Wilkins HS Cpl 4105920 D KIA 01/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Palmer GT Pte 4105866 S KIA 01/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Gibson R LCpl 980589 01/03/1945 | Reichswald
Whittle J Pte 14735729 C DOW 01/03/1945 | Udem
Turner R Pte 5618491 B KIA 02/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Hughes 0] Pte 14267818 B KIA 02/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Bowkett G Pte 5116190 A KIA 02/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Hollyman REF Pte 14497254 B KIA 02/03/1945 | Kervenheim
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Hutton A Pte 4105543 S KIA 02/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Sheppard J Pte 14577749 B KIA 02/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Roy JE Pte 3774848 D KIA 02/03/1945 | Kervenheim
Holloway EA Sgt 7598173 REME Non battle 17/03/1945
Kemp CEJ Pte 14576892 HQ Non battle 31/03/1945

¥ (CS. 20) !

3854813 KIA 1/3/45 (32)

APPI.ICATION FOR ISSUE OF CAMPAIGN STARS AND MEDALS, Ex-Army Personnel
WRITE IN INK IN BLOCK CAPITALS

| ﬁeslre Campajgn | Stars  and Medals, as shown below, awarded to me (or to the late)

" Number A Christian or First names | Surname of Officer, soldier or uuxlllvy
3954317 § bt . $hvart”
Class of Release or e and Service Rank Last Regiment or Corps according to cap badge worn (R.A. to state

Discharge and Date

Koy A,

Group No.

e

GhL.

Branch;
number,

r PR

Home Guard to insert H.G, with Councy and Battalion

. to be addressed ta ma ac fallows -

(Name)......

» (Full
Address, w
Post Town i

Pot

and
—if approprii

NOTE—YOUR STARS or MEDALS may not be issued for ' SEVERAL MONTHS |

[State Rank Titla Mr Mre ar Miss) |

If you should change your permanent address before
send a postcard at once to War Office marked “ Medals : New Address ” and showing

(i) the new address and (ii) No., name and last Regimtf:t or Corps.

|
Signature
Applicant

If claiming as

or next-of-kin, stat
relationship to decease

receiving them, |

legate

g 'l/dun 1_)49

. ISSU

Strike out items which were

award
‘)Aksnum v
1939 45
| BURMA
FRANCE & °
| AFRICA GERMANY
MEDALS -
DEFENC WARL 4.0

Cpl James was a reinforcement to the Herefordshire Regiment, form CS20 was completed by his next of kin to
apply for his medals — it is clear they were not familiar with The Herefordshire Regiment — given the ‘Royal’

title.
" | o ?
GRAVES CONCENTRATION REPORT FORM 3 ',
ﬂ, Gatrmany T oo
The following o been d here: 5363
(Name of Cemetery) Reichswald Forest British Cemetery
(Full Map Reference).  &eTmagy Sh 2A/3A 1/250.000 E &58504 Nauonnnw British
: m @ 3 [ “w s ‘(5) (® (%) (L3 ® (10 () i grea) Previous location of guve ‘3
s;:':." Regt. or Corps Army No. Name § Initials Rank D[;::z' "é,‘ LSQ:V Plot Row Grave R‘.f:,f’.‘. Place & Map Ref. 7;5;;:,‘
. Sharpshooters (7832859 Frost J S 8Jt  [27.2.49 K/A XI B I 13.11.45Ug;m76‘;7u11383:000 985425 12024
; " 14403645 Sutton L Tor " " XI | B 2 " " " o
7 . 7906241 Brown H B L/Cpl|27.2.49 o .o 0 5 2l . " " .
/ 3 Mon 5114350 Harawick K A  [Pte |6.3.U5 " XI ¢ 1 " " 936427 16921
7 " 14443944 Mahon M Pte |5.3.45 " XI ¢ il " " " "
S L] 13117880 Goldbergh A Pte P7.2.45 " XI ¢ 3 " " L 15325
yd 4KSLI 149462 | Harrison R & |Ma) |1.3.45 " . D 1 L L " :
/ KSLI/Hereford |3854813 Stewart J. Cpl [1,3.45 " XI D 2 " " " "
/ 3 Mon 4923150 Gilbert J F, Pte y % X1 c 4 " " . "
Ve LEKSLI 1769823 Gittings R. Pte " " XI D 3 " L L u
£ KSLI/Hereford [5116190| Bowkett . Pte [2.3.45] ® XI 1 " " " "
= 1, Hereford |3774848 Roy JE pte | ® " x| B " " g -
- 14 Jan 4] (Signed) WA l B Coi .’,
*Where a grave has not already been registered, a Registration Report on AFE.W. 3372 will Rank § Appointment D.D.G.R.E.

Lk prepared, and attached to this FORM.
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B

(C.S. 20)
- APPLICATION FOR ISSUE OF CAMPAIGN STARS AND MEDALS, Ex-Army Personncl
WRITE IN INK IN BLOCK CAPITALS
_| desire Campaign Stars and Medals, as shown bclow, awarded to me (or to the late)

~Number g/{ &lian or Flru names Surname of Officer, soldier or auxiliary
1 3¢7 3081 \raTRck _Hreues .

‘Class of Release or | Age and Service Rank

Last Regiment or Corps according to cap badge worn (R.A, to state
Dischafge and Date Group No. Branch; Home Gu:rdP to insert H.G, with County a(nd Battalion

/ } 'O/ - numbnr)

to be addressed to me as follows —(State Rank, Title, Mr., Mrs. or Miss) | This Box for d-r OIL- Use Only

e - s oty
(Name) ..o Wil S { ”‘/ HES . 9 Sith s
~gl 1AD A
Wt Wikeovsu By, . |[Eat i
E:stmTovm and Mﬂ’f([— 80«0‘/ H hA it Tt h'TI"'\
o it . APARL BoROVG H | TSR out items which ware
" et A L LGB E | L TS
NOTE—YOQUR STARS or MEDALS may not be issued for . SEVERAL MONTHS | ~ATEANTFIE~ | BURMA™
iRl wnw If you should change.your permanent address before receiving them, | ~AHR-CREW JIA-H";'
Patrick Hughes send a postcard at once to War Office marked “ Medals: New Address “ and showing EUROPE" Fi CE &
14267818 KIA 2/3/45 (21) (i) the new address and (ii) No., name and last Regiment or Corps. _AERICA-. ERMANY
B If cl I e
inxn:ture of :,, ‘;::t'"'r ':m'“':::: MEDALSAR 3 )

(C.s. 20)

APPLICATION FOR ISSUE OF CAMPAIGN STARS AND MEDALS, Ex-Army Personncl
WRITE IN INK IN BLOCK CAPITALS

| desire Campaign Stars and Medals, as shown bclow, awarded to me (or to the late)

Number Christian or First names “Surname of Officer, soldier or nuxlhnry
ki055h3 | Anghory Hvizon
Class of Release or Age and Service | Rarfk Last Regiment or Corps ucordmg to cap badge worn (R.A. to state
Discharge and Date Group No. ' Branch; Home Guarcf to insert l-K wit oun an Ba!tahon
= /_ ﬂ{' numher) 1
T | | {
to be addressed to me as follows :—(State Rank, Title, Mr., Mrs. or Miss) e x for W" °‘"<- Use Only -
o 3 /\l
o) MK. :(/7) MHorren c, LT
. W v 7’ Ovals AR '
1st Batt Herefordshire Regiment p“t";—t;wn and /.( B /\/ — e :*lg;
Anthony Hutton Sowa?” Bluarie LALLM ST Ton [ = o rah vere
d Numb
4105543 KIA 2/3/45 (25) “_"“ a”m::‘;“;’) HL ﬂl_ ra/{) ‘)&5 STARSP
NOTE—YOUR STARS or MEDALS may not be issued for . SEVERAL MONTHS | ATEANTIC | BURMA™
If you should change your permanent address before receiving them, —H‘KEY"'
send a postcard at once to War Office marked “ Medals: New Address * and showing OPE ‘F}k|(cs &
(i) the new address and (ii) No., name and last Regiment or Corps. ~AFRIEA— GERMANY
£ If claiming as legatee MEDALS
Si f -of - ”
Sigoatyres B e D | LBEFENCE M -0
(C.S. 20)

APPI.ICATION FOR ISSUE OF CAMPAIGN STARS AND MEDALS, Ex-Army Personnel
WRITE IN INK IN BLOCK CAPITALS
- | desire Campaign St Stars and Medals, as shown below, awarded to me (or to the late)

* Number ‘Christian or First names Surnama of O"l:er, soldier or auxiliary
/4 5"7774% JOSE PH SHEPPARD
Class of Releasesor | Age and Service | Ranic

Last Regiment or Cor ‘rn ac:ardmg to cap badge worn (R.A, to state
Branch; Heme Gunr to insert H.G. with éounty nnd Battalion

ischgrge a” Group No. numb(r

Z- 3. As" 20

P FACE |

to be add
(Name)..
AdsiFr:Isls. ...... ﬁ MEDALS: |Ssuepi
RostToW Strike out items which were
g::l'::y 5 0 e OT awarded
. and Ni ¢ STARS
i STET <
< - < a5l | “PACIFIC
_ [ ————— | Ll SORMA
2 ~
hould ch . add bef. iving them, AIR-CREW
1st Battalion Herefordshire Regiment sood & postcard st ance t6 War Office marked * Medals: New Address und showlng | EUROPE RANCE &
Joseph sheppal'd (i) the new address and (ii) No., name and last Regiment or Corps AFRICA GERMANY
14577749 KIA 2/3/45 (19) et claiming ac_legat 3 MEDA
nature . - . \
‘:P"Cl"‘ ﬂatr;;::lﬂ: to 2;:::( DEFENCE A)‘SAR 3 0

21



GRAVES CONCENTRATION REPORT FORM
> Q€- g4 y
—Efern-e ¢ Report No. BAOR/CONC
7 2 ‘

The following ::—:. been d here: (
(Name of Cemetery) ~ RBICHSWALD FOR&ST SRITISH CEMETERY 5228
(Full Map Reference)  GERMANY 8h 24/3A 1/250,000 & 858504 NATIOBALITY BRITISH
<IN ecEvE)
w [t} = w s () (] Iul ® () an Previous location of grave
ot Regt. or Corps Army No. Name § Initials wiok | | MR Row | Grave ﬁi‘.‘:,f.’; e Place § ;nl;p ot [ Mo, or ok
‘A bo Ku8uL.I. . |1hU21015  BARRATT N.H. |Pte (2.3.45| K/A fVIII|® 3 1146 :S%Of/gmyon*ﬂ 14656
: . _|tu4osu38  DMOND N.E. [pte |2 B LS| w dyrrx|® | 4 " " " "
s "  |auses wvzaR R, |pte how ui[ w hyriz|le | 5 " " " "
2 A 3597347 DbARNES P, |pte [) w v kvz|z |6 " " " "
s " 143260 CHEESE H, |pte |y w sl * kvirz|e 7 " " " .
off " 14755 CLARK  J.C. |pte [1.3.45( » Kkviir| e 8 " " " "
| LI " luo3ss HUGH®S 8.T. |Pte [2,3.45| v Kkviiz|® 9 " " " "
o f " " |w2733s6  1Bee a6, [pte |1.kus| v kvizz| e |10 " " ol 15977
A ¥t T ALLANSON K.A. [Pte |2.3.45| ™ kvirz|® [11 " " w| 42801
© 4| K.8.L.1./HEREFORS 56184p1 TURNER R. |pte [L W15 v hkviiz| @  [42 " " " "

" 4 " | hus7rrub  sumeeamp 5. [pte B W LS| « kvmzz|r (13 " " " "
ud 1426781 HUGHES P. pte LW T KVIII| P 14 - . » . e
- 21 Dec 46 1 7 ¢ z (Signed) Wy Col,,

}..-wtm a grave has not alceady been registered, a Reglstration Report an AF.W. 3372 will s Rank § Appointment D.D.G.R.E,
::"and. and attached to this FORM. \ I ' L, g X s .u

The cause of death for the 2 non-battle casualties is unknown, it may have been illness or accident. Perhaps
in Sgt Holloway’s case the graves concentration report includes the annotation ‘D ACC’ — does this indicate
he died as the result of an accident(?).

[ s v Do UVHRI

m (@) . (£} (0] s (® (7) 8 ) 10 (11)
i Regt. or Corps ' Army No. Name & Initials O Ké?‘&dw Pot | Row [ Grave w
o S 72598173 M_Axmfﬁw.,a..u.lm }A__z.,3.4'5 ) o 5
a L ) " 2 s L ' &

Wounded

Itis clear that a great number were wounded as can be seen from LCpl Cope’s letter, the OR’s strength
return and the War Diary where 63 wounded are recorded for first 3 days of March; full details of the
wounded are not available.
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It took some time for the authorities to
process casualty returns as can be seen
from the Casualty Notification in respect
of 14745930 Pte D Lane who was
wounded on 25 Feb and his NOK not
notified until 3 March. He was later
transferred to the Hospital at RAF
Wroughton, Wiltshire. This was an air
evacuation hospital close to airfields at
Lyneham and Brize Norton

Honours & Awards

The following awards were awarded in March.

Name Rank Number Award For Action

Andow Pte 14442529 MM 01/03/1945
Berridge FD Capt 258900 MC 01/03/1945
Green, LE Cpl 5618324 MM 01/03/1945
Stares JWA DSO 01/03/1945
Davies, F Sgt 5111940 MM 02/03/1945
Rose, JT Sgt 4105026 MM 02/03/1945
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R i B e e - .-

T ODRGe L .1 we e
% " pasaed fwd 4 MRT 45
7169 me Jrigade 11th A Divisim 2 Comadian Gorps . Baived pagaud

-L-aa..a‘mrw, 26 MAZ 45

(ﬁnh%d }°f‘€°o’1" By mit 15t a Tho aamto-dlhﬂ.xo gt m”“’"’ﬁ;;""“',qpéff' 5 €
priwmte 14441518 corpa APR 17+ APR D'
Rank & Amy or Porsl No. T T T PR, &m.ﬂ.ééié' ORANES,
o AN DOW Jwmes Walter 7 MAY 1943
w'nrz.stmr' namog must s at&tud) i i dan die ] E
Aotion for .7]'u.oh cormanded Rqommonda.tim Wanoupr To ba
(D2to & plagg,of aotion must be ward 1of% bluni:
on the aftemeen of lst March 1945 Bte gndewts platean T M XK
was attacking defensive positions Seuth eof UDAL i / = (medh’bo)
(MR 9840 $heetGif¥**fis seotiem of which he was the ~°  Lt.Col.
Bren vumer, becams pimed dovm in open ground by ;Comd l.Horeferd.
heavy and accurate fire frem three Spapndeuy = eme .- ((uR Tumer Cain)
firing frem the upper window of a farm heuse te their .
Front, and twe fres & weed te their Right Flank. R M ¢
Heavy casuslties were being suffered and Pte Andow 4 — Brig.
immediately breught his LMG inte actiemn against the + Comd 159 Inf Bde.
ememy Spandau te his frent, and cantinued firing {L*" MM
until he bad silenced it. Threughout this time Pte M Ma.;j.u-enl. . | S
Andow was exposed to intense fire frem the two d; Div, . 2 74

Spandeu on his right, and entirely wmcevered by the ,
. vemainder of his sectien who were all now casualbties. - = \. V¢ }m o

" ¢te Andow them cimnged his posPtien and mgaged the (NG JlﬂondS)ht Gen
greatly superior fire pawer of the two Spandau am his ~ COmd 2; Cdn Corps
right flank. He kept up an socurate fire en them X y)l pr 45
until the supporting fire of the tanks could be b
brought to beer. ikt "3 705

Crerar, Gen,

Pte Andow displayed the nighest courege sand initiative: H. D.”
en this occasion, sad his resolute lendling of his § G.D.C-in-C. : 7rs
weepon largely made possible the success of the ntt:a.ok. First Chnadian Army. PaTels (/=

Pte Andow is presented with his Military Medal by FM Montgomery
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Brigad.

(1299) Wt.10520/1885 240,000 5/44 FHD Gp38/10.
{

11 Armd

Division ..

Army Form ’W.VJVIII :

.7 7 Date recommendation - ..
3 < passed forw
Received = _.f

3 Schedule'f\lo.

Brigade IQ,MMM

(To be laft blank)

“Name..........

Rank and Army or Personal No

...Unic. 18% Bn The m-fwd-hér" Regt
W/lisutenant =~ 258300

Division lﬁ}yﬁw}f‘. :

o e
Corps A‘s

R29

MAY.1348

¥ (Chrlstian names must be stated)

Frederick David

Ao . “8'61'75-\9.R‘.1345.1‘1.

Action for which com
(Dats and place of action

/ o %
S RYig

tAf ipdesi sy (.t

RS lpu2sD To s1udsh -

Bhwos [l balll) |

- abavoW|to bsld |+ %

Y \a

Cdn.” CoppseM |
AR F2nozind

PT.O. -

35555

Lt Berridge is presented with his Military Cross by FM Montgomery
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| ! { In lieu of AFW 3121,

. .roooum ondation
paysed !'omrdq Mor 45

Roocaived Pogsed
drigade/0ARNSS, 26 HAR A4S

169 mf Brigido 11 4md Divisim. j Cangdian Cows

Sohodulo No, it 1ot On Tho Harogozgglﬂ.x?glpgy’_’
' ARG N0T S0 Al aedl g o SETET D
Rank ond Ammy or Porscanaliyo ,TV3= ? :

GREBDN Leslie Smest
Q R R N R R R N R R TR T T
’{S‘r'iméian 1om 28 must b atedea) "

ctiom~for which oommandod dod Honour bo laf
A W oomm Roommg)i, = ﬁm (tgl B-nk} g

(Drto & plnoc of aobion must/be stuted)

. . ) -~ ok
Cn the night of 1/2 Mar 45, “pr Coy was the leading '/ﬂ'l'*'“ £

M0,
Coy in a combined Mf/Amour attack with the object -/ LteCol. (Immediate)
of Wreaking the SCHLISFFEN defence line at 9237 " Comd 1 Hereford.
Sieet £383. The Coy reached the forward edge of (GR TURNER CAIN)
their objective about lawm. 2 Mar 45, and was met .ﬂ % L
by omsidemble SA fire fram at least five UG8, /9 ¥V —— Brig
The Ranks were met by well sited i tk defences end _Comd 159 Inf Bdes
it was impossible to advence further. 5 T MM.
Almost the £irst turst of MG fire shot eway two - J@f
fingem of Cpl Green's left hand. He bound them up ; N_‘:’f 423 'Genl 0.1.4s
and said nothing of the inoident until day light. Cand NAmd  Dive % /o
~Betweon 1 sem. and daylight, Cpl Greem and his Seo : bl\‘, WL e
hed the most respansible task of reanaining oyt &s a ! SN -
covering patrel to contain the enemy while what ' Cand 2nd Camdian Co s "
rapained of the Coy was withdrawn to & more suitmble . Apr 45
consolidation position and dug in. 4t about 5 feme o . ;
Cpl Groan and his Seotion were withdrewn to dig ' [ 3 : \5 OA[
8 t a8 . 3 7
thenselves in within the Compsny loo lity. MDD -/t ¢ ik : s
- GO.in: &
First Cadadien: Army. ! P.TuOu
e A £ i
WISL Wia Qo ghill oun
zokdabro oo ' . 4 y
g plaawsnt bosteg | i e i o metodrh@ be=d LD obmgbed Y3 2L
oemag - bovioony GYeald bl

iy Ak NS ebatas R RN o wol oLuiedch
n- Oy e sl e utoYezn. O s B S 4 0§ a
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... sod saw then dug in before reporting himself wamdeds. = ..
g e Al ;m is s very fine example of devotia to dutye
2107 fro e .

same Syagri okfsel UL E DU

Y Ypst 2408

257 o ¥ -:;.:' boi:\:_::,‘:rx'v;?i
Blp=dld " paipg “
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(1299) Wt.10520/1835 S0

P o oo 7

]J,;.L-d 5

Brlgade ”

Rznk'énd Arm)' or Personal N ; . ot M}lf- £ " = =3 : N PRASSE ay :
: o7 ordd rzmvod od b y S A
Name....... STARES Jchn b
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¢Sy
2 Bourttdefo ,°

During night 1/2 Mer l+5, the*Bhr vrith”’&»fegiment bfu‘banks 1549 = et
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Ao s : 5 |
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.aﬂa~ 2 >
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e

nexu
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ahK” tt'a.cka for cover,
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3 (:nplg ﬁ)al ajaﬁ
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See Separate post

Officers’ Plot

ORs’ Strength Return

Date wo1 | wo2 | csjt Sjt Cpl Pte | Bgir | Total Remarks
Establishment 1 7 6 38 72 689 813
13/06/1944 913 |Rail Party 384; sea party 529
01/07/1944 | 1 7 7 39 72 673 6 805
29/07/1944 1 7 8 38 74 594 6 728
02/09/1944 | 1 7 9 41 70 582 6 716
30/09/1944 | 1 6 13 36 62 539 656
28/10/1944 | 1 7 10 39 64 565 686
28/12/1944 | 1 8 8 36 71 764 888
27/01/1945 | 1 8 8 36 69 751 873
03/03/1945 | 1 7 7 34 58 626 733
31/03/1945 1 8 6 37 70 787 909
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