15* BATTALION THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT — MAY 1945

It was clear to everyone that Germany was defeated, but not all Germans accepted this and continued
to offer fierce resistance. On 1 May Berlin surrendered to Soviet Forces and the Battalion was to suffer
its last battle fatalities; a tragedy being so close to ‘the finish’.

After the Surrender had been signed the Herefords moved north to Flensberg; the area was mainly
rural and agricultural and has not been subject to bombing or the ground engagements of much of
the rest of Germany; this and the generally benign attitude of the local population was well received.

Germany (and indeed much of North West Europe) was still however in chaos, there was no
government and a ruined infrastructure, the Allies would have to take control to ensure a degree of
security and administration. The Allied Control Commission was established with military commanders
being given areas of responsibility. 159 Bde under Brig Churcher was given the Flensberg area.

The role changed from war fighting to almost ‘policing’, gone were combat ops and in were patrols
and check points; gone were ‘battle relaxations’ of uniforms and in were pressed uniforms and
polished boots. There were mixed feelings — but the safety of peace was welcomed but not so
welcome was the ‘spit and polish’, ‘bull’ and routine.

The end of the month saw the Regiment taking part in Op Blackout — the arrest of Grand Admiral
Doenitz and this puppet government.
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WAR DIARY

159 Brigade War Diary:
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Bld - 1Ney At 0015 the Bde moved off to cross the EIBE. The move wes slow. Both Bdes omoe in the briggebead moved
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©on one route owing to a mmell bridge collepsing on the 29 Armd Bde route "STEEPIE" so all moved en “CHASE"

Bde HQ arrived at EKOLLOW 814 at 0530 hrs,  Units were ordered to have breakfast and at 0630 be prepared .ta
Fash on, rh-ls/wnudhxsuwen-ﬁubukintham»u@mmmtoceumntm p
brs after the remainder of 29 Armd Bde Gp. The advance contimed but was delayed by *Topf* mine ks trouble, -
craters and some few Bazooka men, By 2100 hrs the advance was halted with the 1 HEREFORD and 3 RTR Gp in
GRONWOEID 7764 Bde HQ MOENSEN 8235, 4 KSLI and 15/19 B BASTHORST 8157, Approx 300 PW teken during the day,

At 0630 hrs the 15/19 H and 4 ESLI moved off to pass through the 3 RTR and 1 EEREFORD. Progress wes good end
opposition light, Prisoners of War were plentiful, By mid-day the intcbahn between LUEECK and HAMBURG was
sovered, PW were pouring in, Entire units were giving themselves up, . Quantities of equipment were taken,

A train was shot up by the 15/19 H cutside BAD OIDESIOR carrying troops from DEMMARE and guns for ships, There
was also & hospital train in the station, The 3 RTR end 1 EEREFORD took REINFRID, Prisoners were being marched
back in hundreds. The 29 Arid Bde-captured LUBECE with 1ittle opposition, They also liberated 0flag 10C, .

All RAF pilots and crews, approx 2000, By nightfall the bde was balted in the area BAD OLDES. = BREIRFELD =
EETEWISCEDGEP. i e

During the day the div re-positioned itself feady for further advance, During the day thousands of PW gave
themsclves up, Reports were coming in that the GERMAN Army had been ordered to give up and mot fight, During the
day reparts came in that NEUSTADT, KIEL, REUMDNSTER bad offered to glve themselves up, By the end of the day
3 BB and 1 HEREFORD &t BAD SEGEBURG, Bde HQ at BUENSDURF and 4 KSLT 15/13 at BAD OLDESIOR,

All during the day thousands of prisoners contimed to came imto the area, At times entire uaits gave
themselves up » Small parties kept caming into the lines wishing to suarrender divs, bdes, even eorps ,
Rumours were ripe of suspected camplete surrender, The Col of the Belgian PW Offrs camp was imvited to dinner,
(Col MOIER of the Belgian Artinaxi-yf. At 2100 brs the EBC ammcunced the cemplets surrender of the GERMAR Armies
against the 21 Army Group at 0800 hrs on the 5th of May, Pockets of the Cerman army contimed to fight against
the Russians and the Czechs, Orders were received and then cancellsd for a move to KIEL. Then fresh orders
4o move to FIENSBURG - X o s g e X :
The day was spent clesaning up, PY¥ still came in in large mmbers from Admirals to mrivates, mmm'-rdu-ad.
No move during the day, Routes were given eut for our move to FIERSBURG, the town given for the Bde to eccupy,
Everyone seemed delighted as it is a completely umbombed town,. During the day an offr and scme 20 vohs and
balftracks repcrted to the 1 HEREFOHD, The German offr in command said that be was from a Technical Scheol and ’
was carrying a mew secret weapon, - A gnard was put on until technical advisers from 21 Army Gp arrived,
The weapon was reported to be in the form of Radar or infre red for might vision, The effr reported they had 3
hoohdntsomtmhrortb-huofjdthﬁrm It sounds to be an advance on our "tabley" equipment, S
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BLA . 7 May

8 May

SuMey

10 May
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No move during the day, Report from div that Germeny had murrendered to all three powsrs at 0130 hras,
This was reported on the EBC as a rumour but was awaiting confirmation, - The pangomine of surrender
contimed, Generals handing over Corps and distriocts, 4dmirals handing over the Ravy etc. During the day
8 Corps moved up with 15 (S) Div to their new area, - - FLT :

It was reported on the BEC that the Prime Minister wes going to spsak at 1500 hrs announcing VE day as .
today and tomorrow, - At the present time the bde is unsble to move to its new area owing to the fact that
the German High Commenders were orgamising the bhanding over of the troops in the aree before eur arrival,
This move is expected any day now. PW oages and collecting points were erranged for stragglers and the
general marshalling of civilians,  Contimal enquiries by civilians, refugees evacuses etc requiring to
return homs, Enquiries ranging from asking permission to use their cycles to having a baby, The general
atmosphare in the area seems to be friendly and relieved the was is over,
The Bde had orders to send recce parties te FIERSBUEG. The remainder of the Bde te remain in same lecation,
When the reoce parties arrived comtast was made with the Burgomester of the town, = After a very short talk
it was soon realised that the towns population had dobled owing to refugees, wounded eto, All barracks wers
full, end all achools were being usgd &s hespitals, The difficulty of finding billets for the brigade was
enormous, Conferences were arrenged between the Bde Comd and Capt IUTH and FISCEER, Commanders of the town and
many WEHRM'CHT officials, (Orders were given for the troops to evasuate two barracks, ome morth of the town
- and one south, and meke camps outside the town, - A1l arms were to be withdrawn and all German trocps were
confined to billets, Three days were given for the complete evacuation of the twe barracks, A conference wes
arranged for 10 ofclock on the second day to get & progress report, A1l ships were ordered to *stand still',

The recce parties after spending the night ocutside SCHLESWIG agein reparted in FIERSBURG. Om arrival it
was found that the barracks scuth of the town was not to be handed over because since the conference Betwsen
-the Bde Camd and Cept LUTH, General JUDL, Chief of Germen Staff had spoken to SEAER and explained that the
barracks contained all the signals doatd of many. No aotion oculd be taken as the Bde Comd wes
not in FIERSBURGe Recoes were conmtimued to find a B}, The British Ravael Representative was contacted and
it was suggested that we could share Hys amlwark as closely as possible., A conference was arranged at the
BQ of Generel JODL for 1945 te disouss the whole question, It wes disclosed that im FIERSBURG were the HQs
of all the German Ravy, Army and iir Poros., Also the mew seat of the Govermpents It seems that mo action
bas been taken by the British High Command te co-erdinate the Bde taking over the town, and the orders caming
direct from SHAEF through a telsphone line direct from Generals Eisenhower and Montgamery to the Chief of German
Staff, It was reported that the SHAEF mission was arriving any day, - The cormference at (XKW went off with
great dignity, All points were discussed between the Bde Comd and Col-General JUDL end Admiral BEUCKMER also
Capts LUT${and FISCEER. The German Gen explained he had asked Gen Montgamery for a boundary arcund his HQ

- 80 that he could contimie work without interferemce, - This hindered the Bde considersbly said we would met
. dnfringe the proposed boundary until it was confirmed one wey or the other,- Alternative accommodstion was found
for the 4 ESLI in another barracks instead of the Signal School near the KW Hye T
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Conferences were held all day in readiness for the urmits moving im. The KSLI and 1_HEREFORD, 2 Indep KG Coy
end Bde HQ coming into FIZISBURG. The 1 CEESEIRE to GLUCKSBURG The diffisulties were uadescribalilie, owing -
to the overcrowding of the town, Arrangaments were made for the gradual evacuation of the, troops and Ravy. ~
Crders were given out concerming disarming all troops. Curfew, the organised locel peper, military govermment
etc each teking tims to get moving . During the evening 1t-Col CCEBEPT, the representative of SHAEF Missiom .
arrived in resdiness to moving to the (KW, stayed the night at Bde HQ. =2 s 3 N

The usual normal conference was held at the Cberburgomasters Office. Representatives of all the German
Departments ettended and a progress report was given, After &he oonference a further conferemce wes held at
tbe QKW in the presence of Cberst Gen JUDL when the new goverment campound boundary was decided upon. Alse -
deteils were asked concerning the mmber of trocps and weapons in the ares, - Lt-Col CORBETT was presented te =
Gen JODI. He explained his Mission etc and details of accomodation were arrangsds During the day reporters
and offrs representing every kind of service in the army, mewspapers, broadoasting, field security, internel
sscurity, AMBOT etc, each one requiring attention, - Capt PINES the Div Interrogater Joined the Bde I to help
solve the organisation of the new camps for the evacuated troops from DERMARK and FILENSBURGe -

3000 hrs conference was as nu"gl held in the RATHOUSE. stic arrang were di d, evacuation
eto, coal for the powsrhouse, disarmement, food question, Route to be cleared for the entry of 1 EEREFOED,
At 1600 hrs the 1 HEREFQRD entered FLERSBURG, the first British force to emter the town, The salute was taken
in the town square by ths Bde Comd with Faval Offr Capt Bell Salter, BN and Chief of Staff SHAEF Mission
+1t-Col CORBET in attendence. The Military photogrephers were well to the fromt, During the aftermcon the
Bde Comd visited 4 KSLI barracks to see progress and then visited the 1 CHESHIEE and 612 Fd Squ in LUCESBURG
to ses their respsctive new locations, The situstion now seems to be well in hand and all orders given seem
%o be being carried out in a religicus menner, Few troops are seen on the roads Ko weapons expopt on the Guards.
No steel helmsts eétc. No Fazi flags. Ko Heil Eitlers, but army salutess

The Bde HRQ moved into FLERSBURG to their mew HQ at the old Police HQ, FIERSBURG. The Union Jack and White
EBnsign were flown over the building, The band played whilst the guard ef the 4 ESLI was mounted, The day was
spent by everyone moving in asmwering immmarsble questions. A report wes brought in that the Garrison Commander,
Cept LUTH wes sccidently shot last might. = The details were being ehecked by the FS. ' !

The daily conference now being held every other day was beld f;- the first time at the mew Bde EQ, the
0ld Police HQ. The town slowly being evacusted of troops. The death of Capt LUTH was confirmed end
checked by a visit of Bde I and MO to the Garmen HQ where the body was seenms The full Ravel cempliment
belonging to Cept Bell Salter errived, The HQ was combined uilitary and Feval, The Bde Comd and NOIC having
offices mext door to onme another, - = 5w ) . \

Usual dozens of cellers cams to the B} including the Corps Camd, Phe Neval Admiral from KIEL, the Div Comds
Dao.tbewmncaﬁoftbearumwalcmtmmmismmdmnudmm& The FS 3
Sections started arresting ted per 1, per 1, Gestapo etc. : . oy
: ‘ : v ; mwy €
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Ususl callers contimed to came. At 1400 hrs & conference was held at Bde HQ, Gen Gollmick and his Chief
of Steff being present, also the new burgomaster. During the late afternoon, Lt-Gen Dewey, British Comd in
DENEARE visited the Bde Comd. Capt Dcbson phoned after dinner to say that he had evidence that Alfred
ROSENBERG the Riechsleiter was at the Marine Hospital, The Bde Coamd et once visited the 'Patria’ where the .
SHAEF Mission was billeted to get orders. A 'Party' was arranged for the next day to surround the Marine School

end cepture ROSENBERG. __ . 2 ; .
4t 0830 hrs orders were given out to the L KSLI carrier platoon and offrs for the capture of Llfred ROSERBERG.
&t 0845 the party moved off, The Bde HQ two Honey tanks, four sccut cars and the carrier platoon, Capt W Pinks,
1 Corps ettt to Bde HQ &ld all interpreting The Hospitel was searched (BM, Capt Dobscn, Fd Security, Capt Pinks
Lt Pintot, six MPs) The search was quick and thorough, producing 41fred ROSENBERG with wife and child (in Mrs
ROSERBERG's bag were found one pistol and one kmucklsduster), Also 20 odd SS troops acting as Red Cross
crderlies were teken, Gen Admirel DOENITZ's house was also ssarched but nothing was found of interests
visiters contimed to ocme to the HQ all day. Arrestswere made of various SS and Gestapo pecple,
Troops were contimed to be sent south from DEMMARK and alst fram FIENSBURG arese

Rumours were contiming to come in concerning the wheresbouts of EIMIER, His arrest wes on a higher level,
no action to be taken by the bde but to be reported to Fd Sec, Rumercus errests were made of SS, Quislings,
Gestapo and all other kinds of wanted Germans.

The Bde Comd and EM attended & conference at SHAEF Mission on the 'Patria’ ccnoorniég the coming op
rBlackout' for the camplete oocupation of the Germsn Higher Cammand Compound, (Arresting ell concernsd etc).
The Blfe Cond visited the Bde and remeined for lunche

Conferences were held all day concerning the coming op in the German Compound, Orders were given out to the
1 HEREFORD, 1 CEESEIRE and 15219 H, the regts teking parts The Bde Mess was full of visitors, 10s from Army
Phantom, Security Offrs, ALO's; reps from the Press oceme in hordes after the big story. The whole world seemed
to be centred around FIENSBURG.

At 1000 hrs the operation commenced, By mid-dey the CEW buildings etc had been searched, and all Categories
far arrest takens Grand Admiral DOENITZ, Gen JODL Gen & Dmf. REINBECKE, Gen-ma) DETHLEFFSEN, Vioe-Aidmiral
BUERKRER, Aduirel Wegner, Graf Schwerin von ERCISIGK and many hundreds of others, All the lesading lights were
£lown back by DAKCTA Wwith an offr escort. The remaining Category II were semt to the Castle at GLUCKSBURG and
the Category III to Army at LUNEBURG. The tanks of the 15/19 H returming after the operation through the towm
created a very satisfactory impression on the up to that time 'cocky' populace, Two destroyers entered
FIERSBURG waters adding to the pioture, The RAF were unsble to co-operate owing to weather conditions, Certain
troubles were ceused owing to the fact of the search and arrests being so thorough, a8 many German Offrs om
Staffs and their records were teken and were required by the FIENSBIRG Garrison Commander to contime to
argenise the demobilisation of troops in the KRETS of FLENSBURG A "
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BLA 2 May 4 The day following the mass arrests brought many hangovers, Certain offrs reporting that they had been

arrested with the others and had been searched and had hed all their persomal belongings taken away, and on

being relsassd on not being the wanted categories, were unsble to got their belongings back, This also
affected certain offices which had been searched and stripped, belonging to steffs working the FIERSBURG

Garrison, Other Category I peopls were reported still at large. Arrangements were laid on for furtber
clean-ups, During the late evening two ©ld German Women reparted to the HQ that they had been beaten up

by soms German scldiers after we had searched their village and found arms, ~

25 May rhe L EKSLI were sent $6 BURSTROP Just morth of EUSBY to collect in &ll the troops in the village so as
to identify the Germans who did the assaulting, By evening &ll the trocps were in the KSLI barracks and the
two o0ld ladies identified six men out of the 300 responsible for the eotion. The six men were put inm the

goal to await trial, Purther arrests of the CEW staff contimeds

26 May Visiters still contimed to stream in; Press etc, German troops from DENMARK contimed to cross the
_ frontier in organised colugns averaging 7000 & day, Germen troops leaving FLERSBURG averaged 2000 a day.
27 ¥ey —~  The first full Church Parade was held in FLENSBURG with band including the 3etachment of the Royal Navye '
The Bde Comd attended & luncheon party consisting mostly of Vodka given by the Russien Delegates of the SHAEF

Mission.

28 Mey The first three troop.treins were sent oat from FLERSBURG for the South cu'rying men unsble to mabch to
the concentration area, The first footbell match was played in the stadium between the Royal Navy team
&nd Bde HY, resalting in & win for Bde 2 = L Late in the evening, Lerd Baw Haw, alias William JOYCE was

oaptured on the frontier, ipcluding Mrs. J

JOYCE wes captured by two Press correspondents who were &t

CYCE.
the time collecting wood for their billet owing to the shartage of fuel, They were suspicious as soon 2&s they
beard JOYCE speek. Wheutheytriodtoaru:thﬂnhoputhilhnnﬂinulpmm and at the seme time ome of the
reporters shot three times, one shot-hitting him in the buttocks, He was at onse removed to the Fd smb eweiting
transfer to SHIESWIG, His wife was detalned for the night in the prison of Bde HQ Both he and his wife
pat on & brave front of imocence. They bed been in HAMBURG then moved to DERMARE Ly vie FIERSBURGy then ran
@t of money and returnsd to FLENSBURG end remeined at the BARNHOF Hotel until the Bde arrived, Their arrest

caused great excitement at Corps and Armye

29 May ¥rs. .jmce-as.entutfbyoutow-uhmorrruom." -
30 May A'bncrsstrwp-cmingthwptrmm'uotmnobue@wemnrounttethahh.ndof~
. SYIT under the 58 It AA Regte The usual hundreds of visitors comtimed to wisit the HQ. The Colonel
Commending the DANISH Bde deing frontier duties cems to dinner with his staff. i
'l- 31 May 1ittle activity reported. A few cases of people dbscbeying curfew. These when caught were arrested

and kept in the Police cells for the night and their names sent forward for trial by Nilitery Govermment (\
- o
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Kollow. Elst',(‘.)éoo-t Bn. arrives Kollow, orders to proceed with minimum delay

through Schwarzenbsk 8248

Hfd.group start advance. Mines encountered at intervsls

in road from X rds. 808500 te Havshorst 8152, knock'ing

out 3 tanks and ene car-ier, causing. cas. to bn. of 3

A" Coy.)

4. (Capt.Curtis, 2 i/c |

Halt at Besthﬁrstna'! 56 to allo;”R.Ev‘v;wfom;ieai' mines

" __rmdmtime bombs from C.L. Various prisoners collectpd)

Eng.Bn, 245 Dive E Z

_Advance g:gntinues %o Hamfelde 8059 and Trittau 7780..

Slight opposition met in latter town and'"artillexr'y stonk '

laid on key creoss rds. Enemy a/c attempted te bemb and

H

stwafe column. Small mo. of enemy met South of Grenwold,..

WeATIM G 3,000,000 342 W.H.aS. 1R o
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~6‘+x88 K01 DY- and‘Bn; ~took up—-yositiensin thia‘h"‘“” e
During day. 300.POW... taken.,...,']lqtalh_ﬁas "3 0.R's killed

.7.=.8.0,R's wounded. O

__KSLI Gp. passed through early

i 0ldesloe 7482 ... 3 i
1200 Hfd.Gp.advanced to_capture Reinfeld 8145. Routo. Schenberg

Groawold | % sé 1*430

..77868... .E:.ch.eide_7672,_Stubben...’?&?’ir GI‘JB_QQQD 7977
‘ L Rothwisehdorﬁ..fzeao,.,.Irauenholz....aos‘l ,.Reinfeld 8185. At
s . : |t nethwischders.. my_EOW'.s...thk.en, mainly Ironj dcnl AL

T e R 1 #nits-and-@Bo-wounded- naking thoiz: m .tz:ot_tha Ruasinn
------ - :mnt to- Ka.mburg»ta -seek- md&cal»aid..Mald_ea.ptLad i

ik St dl withrlittle*oppoai{;inn,,.and lar;a numbexrs. of Ggmans gave

2 b -~ henulus—up-.’rnm_was held by an R.A.] mn.:\t,.\yho "Downed
weapons.... Approx..2,000 iv 0.W's taken dmng ‘;hg__b:‘!_gg_ B

L pight--from- vuious—!em&cht, .nd.mr.uf £Lnn1ta_—

.l WEATIAS8 3,000,000 848 W.H.&5 S1LEWN 5 l
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REINFELD, | %rd ) i POW. selected from _yesterdays T batch wex

1eading tanks to effect the surrender of -

Bad Seg eburg

re‘nder of Bad Segeburs effocted atm___

Hfd..Gp . moved and

. 1110 hrs. Slight ‘mepping up necessary, in eutskirts only.
sksstag as a POV collecting |

_The town _sports ground was

| point, and all Germans 4in services directed to. Abe MADY. ol
thousa.nds eventually made thelr wa te the field durins |

| .

the day and night. ol ’
| Collecticn of POW's continues una'bated all night and all :

d again meny . thousands pass through.: wpw coys

~clea area N¥ NW of Segeburg and effect thc surrendor
of a comple‘ce LAA unit _with :I.ts equipnent 5, Bn.nin’ninl
same positions with control ppints on all r.ad.s Btnnd u5 3
still order tcn;wz“ist. Army Group and un-cend.i.ti.ml sessens
WLATI008 2,000,000 B3 W H.&S 6189 |
i
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Across The Elbe and The End Is In Reach

Wardman - Everyone knew that the end was near as we drove towards Lubeck the German
Luftwaffe making it last effort by trying to machine gun us as we travelled on; we later found
that they were flying their jets off the Hamburg Lubeck autobahn and concealing them under
the roadside trees when they were not flying.

On 27 Apr the Battalion had been relieved by 8 RB and had pulled back to Rottorf to regroup with
3RTR. There they remained for three days and on 30 Apr set off to cross one more river, this time the
Elbe. Traffic congestion leading to the bridge was bad and the Battalion finally crept across about
midnight and arrived in the concentration area at Kellow about 0500hrs. Orders were issued
immediately for the advance to continue to the general area of Lubeck and after a hastily consumed
breakfast the Group started forward again at about 0630hrs. Passing through 15 Scottish Div’'s deep
bridgehead passed on to Haverkost where the road was mined. Three tanks and one carrier were
blown up and several casualties suffered. More mines were encountered at the Basthorst and the
column halted while the RE and the Pnr Pl dealt with them. The latter are justly proud to relate that
they accounted for as many mines as their more experienced teachers. No other enemy position was
encountered when the advance again continued. Leading companies on patrols started to round up
prisoners who surrendered on sight. The route led on to Tritteau where opposition was first met and
88 mm shells landed amongst A Coy from the area of the railway. The enemy was quickly put to rout
by a flanking sweep and more PoWs taken bringing the day's total up to 300!

Wardman - We finally captured Lubeck complete with many ex prisoners of war and thousands
of surrendered German troops. Lubeck was later handed over to another division as we were
to proceed North towards Denmark - were we can liberate Denmark?

The following day, 2 May, the KSLI Group entered Bad Oldesloe which surrendered without resistance.
The Battalion Group headed for Reinfeld and soon it was realised that something had happened to
the German Army. By this time the enemy had downed weapons and were surrendering by the 1000.
The roads were blocked by columns of them, moving aimlessly about. Bde and Div PoW cages could
no longer cope with them and that evening the Battalion cage was a site for tired eyes. Platoons and
sections sent out on patrol came back escorting batches of 200 to 300. The farmyards originally
selected as a PoW cage soon became inadequate. Other arrangements were made by nightfall, the
area was a seething mass of milling field grey, interspersed with the khaki brown of Todt workers and
Hungarian uniforms. The situation had just been got under control when a platoon of C Coy marched
in a column in single file a mile long. This was headed by an odd assortment of miniature tanks, horse
drawn lorries and German service women. The officers were segregated and put in charge of sections
and the tanks lit up the area with their search lights to assist our sentries in patrolling the perimeter.
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Men of The Hererd on the tanks of 3RTR stand guard on the autobahn on 2 May

The following day the group pushed on to Bad Segeberg leaving behind an escort to march the
prisoners to the Bde cage which was established nearby. Bad Segeberg surrendered by telephone
without opposition! The companies took up positions where they were to remain for the next week.

Wardman - We entered Bad Segeberg and here we were told to stop, but prisoners still wanted
to surrender: | myself went with my carrier platoon to take the surrender of an ack ack
regiment and found myself also receiving the surrender of first the German army riding school
from Hanover with all their horses then a brigade of Hungarian mortars followed by a
Luftwaffe division and finally a convoy of supplies, rations petrol and ammunition which were
on their way to the Russian front this convoy had no idea that there had been cut off by our
division so fast was our advance.

The town sports ground was established as a PoW collecting point through which many thousands
passed during the course of the week. Convoys of every type of German army and Luftwaffe vehicles
were organised and sent away, overflowing with PoWs of every description. Horse drawn columns
and marching columns were likewise dispatched, usually escorted by only two or three of our own
soldiers to show them the way.

There were still some (after the event) amusing incidents as recalled by Bob Price:

We were clearing a very large house we taken our bren gunner with us for that little extra
firepower in case it was needed. We just entered a beautiful room on the ground floor with
oak panelling and luxurious carpets on the floor when suddenly a white telephone on a small
polished table behind us started to ring. It was so unexpected it made us jump Simo our bren
gunner swung round and with a short burst of fire blew the telephone off the table shattering
everything in the line of fire. It was just an instinctive reaction but certainly made a mess of
the telephone and the table it was on! The lower floor cleared we climbed the marvellous oak
staircase to the gallery which ran around three sides of this large hall and started checking the
rooms. In one of the bedrooms we found a well dressed woman probably in her late 30s. We
took her with us and checked the remaining rooms. One was locked which she arrogantly
refused to open. Simmo cocked his bren pushed her against the wall with the muzzle pressed
under her chin. She opened the door! Hiding inside the room we found a German officer he
didn't resist capture and came quietly. The woman broke down and cried when he was
marched down the staircase. | happened to glance out of the back window before leaving the

10



room the courtyard was full of German soldiers. | nearly had a fit. By the time | got outside the
German officer in charge had surrendered to our Company Commander. Not a bad afternoon'’s
work 20 guns captured and 500 prisoners taken a foretaste of the thousands that were to
come.

Seemingly surreal events were happening:

Price - down the road from the north German soldiers began to arrive some walking and some
on bicycles in fact every form of transport you could think of. Next to company headquarters
on the other side of the road was a very large field we began shepherding them into this field
there we lined them up searched them then moved them to the other end of the field ready to
be moved on to the prisoner of war camp; this went on all day | never thought | should live to
see the day whole German divisions surrendered to us. In this way that evening ten of us
marched 10,000 German soldiers about 12 miles to the nearest stockade; | remember walking
along at the head of my 1000 strong column having a discussion with the German officer about
the war and its consequences. He also asked me if it was true that Hitler was dead. We were
tired out after a rather hectic but memorable day.

The following day we heard that a German armoured unit wanted to surrender but would only
surrender to 3rd Royal Tank Regiment so we waited rather intrigued. Apparently they'd fought
against a 3RTR in the desert. Eventually a small convoy of trucks and half tracks arrived and
assembled in our field what surprised us was that they were still fully armed and formed up in
a defensive circle like an old western wagon train. We had to put a guard on the field
throughout the night I think | must have been the first British soldier to do a guard with a fully
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armed German soldier. What a bizarre situation nevertheless we got along fine. | found out his
main interest was popular music and the American big bands. We ended up walking up and
down the road singing all the latest songs much to the consternation of the platoon Sergeant.
We were wondering why this unit was so special apparently they had a secret night vision sight
fitted to their guns. This was a valuable capture for us | think the Germans’ main concern was
that the night sight did not fall into the hands of the Russians.

At 0800hrs on 5 May the German forces in North West Europe surrendered unconditionally. To the
troops the end of the campaign was not unexpected but still came suddenly. They could not relax until
the issue had been sealed, signed and delivered. The last few days were anxious days, for odd fanatical
snipers continued to cause casualties and nobody wanted to be killed in the last throw. Even so this
did not interfere with the nature of duty and every man gave of his best until the bitter end.
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Everybody took some part in the VE Day celebration but the occasion was not so joyous or
spontaneous as one might have expected. There were ample wine stocks within the Battalion and
many were in convivial mood, but it was not the glorious climax it might have been. The effect of the
strain of 12 months continuous fighting could not be banished by one single event, momentous so it
might be.

Bob Price reflected; ..... yesterday we were being shot at today it was all over. It was just
unbelievable. I'm afraid we went a little mad for a time. Someone found a pony and trap and
we took it in turns to have rides up and down the road. We were like kids having donkey rides
at the seaside. The serjeant major tolerated our mad hour but it soon became obvious we'd
still got work to do. That evening after a lovely sunny day, the whole platoon sat eating our
meal together, looking around at this happy group, | suddenly realized that | was the only one
left from the original platoon that had landed in Normandy 11 months before. | tried to
remember all those missing faces, but found it very difficult; | must admit to shedding a tear
and feeling a little sad.
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The Battalion consisted of 800 individuals and they all required their individual cure. It was VE Day and
its immediate significant was no more bombing and shelling and that in itself was a pleasure. The lake
by which we were sitting provided a picturesque setting for the firework display, comprised of very
lights and 2 inch mortar flares, which was given in honour of the occasion. However there was still
bitter fighting going on in the Far East and that the men knew they could be part of the force to be
sent there.

Very soon it was realised there was still a tremendous amount of work to be done. First of all rounding
up and marching the hordes of surrendering enemy, followed by the collection and destruction of war
equipment.

The disbandment of the armed forces and sorting them into their various categories was not our our
job but we had to provide guards and escorts. Immediately we became an occupational force instead
of a fighting force and the whole outlook changed. Until the military government organisation was
functioning correctly we had to sort out a mass of civilian complications ourselves. Apart from the
German army and civilian problems there was the everlasting vexation of Displaced Persons (DPs).
Followed by their repatriation. Trouble broke out in many of their camps where we endeavoured to
restore and maintain order.

On Sunday 13 May we made our last operational move to occupy Flensberg in the north of Schleswig
Holstein.

As Brigadier Churcher recalled in his memoirs: ........... on the morning of the 10th of May |
drove into Flensburg. The situation to say the least was bizarre. The streets were crowded with
German staff cars filled with German officers. German army buses lurched through the town.
The docks were patrolled by German naval and military police fully armed. The Luftwaffe was
still in charge of the airfield. Flensburg and its environs were crawling with 60,000 German
troops who had escaped the roundup further South and who were now occupying every
barracks and building they could get into. There was no room for us. Flensburg itself was the
last Nazi bolt hole. From the North Sea to the Baltic the Danish frontier was closed. Flensburg
was a trap from which the only escape short of a breach of the surrender terms was diplomacy
and guile - these were now being tried.
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Here we took over an up to date Wermacht barracks and quickly set about resettlement. Individual
taste in mufflers and uniforms was the first thing to go and all had to conform with a more standard
pattern of dress. It was surprising how quickly creased battle dresses and polished boots replaced the
less orthodox turnout and soon a high standard of appearance was reached. As an occupying force
amongst the military nation it was essential to create a good impression and the men responded
loyally. They realised that this regrettable sacrifice of individual taste was all for the common good
and proved themselves to be just as efficient and smart under peacetime conditions as they had been
in battle. After a few week things had begun to take shape and the policy for the control and
occupation of our allotted Battalion Area Of Responsibility (AOR), together with our own internal
policy, had been laid down.

After the German collapse on the 4 May 1945 Admiral Doenitz, who had been nominated by Hitler as
his successor, formed a puppet government with which he intended to carry on the government to
Germany. At first this was considered a convenient arrangement by the British authorities, as the
country was in such a state of chaos that it was considered only the Germans were capable of regaining
a certain amount of order. It was soon realised, however, that the Doenitz administration was not
particularly efficient and that dangerous elements existed amongst its ranks.

So Operation BLACKOUT was conceived, the object of which was to ‘liquidize’ the puppet government,
and also the OKW (military HQ) administration with a single stroke. The 1% Battalion Herefordshire
Regiment was to carry out this operation in conjunction with the 1 Battalion the Cheshire Regiment
and the 15/19 Hussars all units of 11 Armd Div.

Each unit was provided with a long list of wanted persons, divided into 4 categories according to their
importance. The two infantry battalions were to search for and arrest these people, and the 15/19
were to assist in sealing off the area to prevent any person escaping. An account of the operation is
given elsewhere.

— AW l§ K

SECOND ARMY

| Thanksgiving SBetvice

ON CONCLUSION

or

THE CAMPAIGN IN NORTH WEST EUROPE

6TH JUNE, 194 TO STH MAY, 1945

Thanksgiving services were held by units and formations, including 2@ Army
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A Brigade Parade in Flensberg, the salute being taken by Brig Churcher

VE Day was celebrated in the towns and villages in Britain; there was sadness amongst those that had
lost a loved one but the overall atmosphere was one of a party and celebration.

After the excitement of Op Blackout, Battalion activity returned to more routine duties including PoW
collection, guarding, ‘sorting’ and escorting, controlling and supporting crowds of DPs, maintaining
local administration and policing. This included patrolling, checkpoints and ‘being seen’. It was critical
that the Allies ‘put on a show’ to show their efficiency and effectiveness to give confidence to the local
civilian population and to demonstrate to the defeated military their competency. It was important
that there was a demonstration that combat had finished — gone was full webbing and steel helmets
and the soft General Service (GS) cap worn with just simple belt order webbing.

PoW escorts

There was the opportunity to rest and recover without the constant strain of combat, sports, including
swimming in the sea and an element of ‘military tourism’ — visiting German Army & Navy locations
and ‘examining’ enemy equipment — could all take place. A quantity of Germany ‘welfare stores’ had
been ‘confiscated’ and were being enjoyed by all ranks!
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Military ‘tourism
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Tug of War at Flensberg

A Brigade band was formed, using The Hereford instruments and regular concerts and parades were
undertaken.
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Casualties

Name Initial Rank Number | Company Cause Date Location
Bailess GH Pte 4105715 HQ KIA 01/05/1945 | Havekost
Bower GW Pte 14812536 C KIA 01/05/1945 | Havekost
Buttifant SF Cpl 14703237 A KIA 01/05/1945 | Havekost
Tarron WE Pte 4039637 HQ KIA 01/05/1945 | Havekost

Ibstock Soldier
Killed in Action

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bailess,
of Ivy Dene, Station-road,
: Ibstock, have
received the
news that
4 their youngest
E: Pte.
. 3eorge Bailess
(29), was
killed in ac-
tion on May 1
in Europe.
Bailess had
over five years
service. He
was home on
leave only a
few weeks ago
from Germany. His wife lives
in Orchard-street, 1'IEIr!)st&':ck.

Pte. Bailess

Pte Bailess’ medals and some other items were
purchased by the Museum in October 2024.

The Queen and I offer you our
heartfelt sympathy in your great
BOrTow.

We pray that your country’s

gratitude for a life so nobly given

in its service may bring you some

measure of consolation.
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Bob Price recalled the incidents involving 3 of these casualties: ... we continued down the road until we
came to a small timbered house on the side of the road. The whole platoon went down the short garden
path to check that the house was empty we were also looking for something to drink. Tom and | were
returning up the path when the Company Bren Gun carrier passed the garden gate. Just at that point
there was a loud explosion as the carrier went over a mine. It shot into the air and turned completely
over landing upside down. The company commander and the driver were thrown clear but the two
signallers sitting either side of the engine in the back were trapped. There was nothing we could do for
them. Within a few minutes the vehicle caught fire and a short time after that the small arms
ammunition it was carrying started to explode. In battle there are many ways to die and I've seen most
but to be slowly burnt to death must be one of the worst. | shall never forget the screams that came
from under that vehicle as long as | live, entombed as they were it was 10 minutes before their screams
finally ceased. Although the ammunition still continued to explode for quite a long time afterwards.
We left the carrier still burning on the side of the road and continued towards our first objective the
village of Havekost. After the tragic event of this morning the mood amongst the lads was more
subdued this afternoon. We weren't expecting too much trouble in the first two villages the main
enemy force was reported to be in the village of Trittau a few miles further north.
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The CWGC Grave Concentration report giving details for Ptes Tarron and Bailless, who it is assumed
were the 2 signallers whose deaths were described by Bob Price.

Bob Price goes on to describe the circumstances of Cpl Buttifant’s death:

We were advancing with one section behind us, one over the hedgerow to our right and the other to
the left all travelling in single file. We had been walking about 30 minutes no sign of the village or the
enemy. Just to our left we had been joined by a railway track and shortly afterwards the road started
to go gradually downhill. This created an embankment on the left and a bank with a hedgerow on top
to the right. Our section and the tanks were now travelling down a deep gully. The other sections began
to have difficulties with the territory they were walking over so the section on the right climbed down
the bank and fell in behind the tanks. Corporal Stan Buttifant leading his section on the side of the
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embankment was also finding it more difficult to find a path through the brambles finally his route was
completely blocked he couldn't even get back onto the road so they had to climb to the top of the
embankment and walk along the railway track this was a fatal mistake. No sooner had the section got
on to the track than a shell exploded amongst them. Corporal Buttifant was killed instantly four others
were wounded. The survivors were distraught.

See Separate post

Honours & Awards

None

Officers’ Plot

ORs’ Strength Return

Date wo1 | wo2 | csjt Sjt Cpl Pte | Bgir | Total Remarks
Establishment 1 7 6 38 72 689 813
13/06/1944 913 |Rail Party 384; sea party 529
01/07/1944 1 7 7 39 72 673 805
29/07/1944 1 7 8 38 74 594 728
02/09/1944 1 7 9 41 70 582 716
30/09/1944 1 6 13 36 62 539 656
28/10/1944 1 7 10 39 64 565 686
28/12/1944 1 8 8 36 71 764 888
27/01/1945 1 8 8 36 69 751 873
03/03/1945 1 7 7 34 58 626 733
31/03/1945 1 8 6 37 70 787 909
28/04/1945 1 8 6 36 60 718 829
26/05/1945 1 8 6 31 56 734 839

VE Day in Hereford

A selection of photographs of VE Day celebrations in Hereford
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