15 BATTALION THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT — NOVEMBER 1944

November saw consolidation and the push to drive German forces to the East of the River
Maas OP NUTCRACKER). The ground was low lying and often marshland and most unsuitable
for ‘modern’ warfare. The weather was also turning to winter and operations were
challenging. Brig Churcher recalled: The weather was gradually deteriorating and we had much
rain and everything was bogged down. Our slit trenches and foxholes began to fill with water. The
vehicle holes in which we had dug the forward vehicles in with wood planking at the bottom were filled
with water and the wood planks floated to the top. It was altogether a very miserable period from the
weather point of view.

November was an indication of what life during the winter was going to be like — it was
uncomfortable and hard; there was respite with local leave being authorised to Brussels. R&R
centres had been created, men could escape the cold, wet, dirt and danger for 48 hours. Their
first act was always a hot bath — or often 2! Then to find a café for some real food to eat — hot
and tasty — often steak and chips! They might find a bar for a beer but this was not the priority!
There were clubs and cinemas and females! Many found the ‘luxury’ of crisp white clean
sheets and soft beds, and the airless rooms not conducive to a good night’s sleep and ended
up sleeping on the floor! However even Brussels was not totally safe and German aircraft
carried out bombing raids and some soldiers on their R&R were killed during these.

The Brigade War Diary
+ L Shest 1 Va 3 %
R s In Lieu of 470 2118 =
o Sl SR 2 =
2 —Unit : Hy 159 DNFANTRY 3RIC4DE (incorparetin; 39 Inf
3de Def P1 and L. A D. att).
d Year ; NOV 44 e G
Month and Year e YAR DIARY Comander  J-3. CEURCEER,DO. ' grig,
% Refs to
place. Date, Hﬁu‘. Summary of ZSvemts 2nd Tnformation, Appendices

i ¥ 4 LISSELS ith 2 FF Y20 with one
g nsisted of the following := 4 KSLT at VEULEN 7722, 8 HB ai LISSELSTEIN 7223, with
sqn 'f\:evmzmau Gf) c; zxmcl D at GRIENDTSVES: 7017, 2 B YOEKS fram 3 Brit Div 6716, 15/19 H 6716 with sqn in res behind
Bde By at IJSSELSTEIN, plus one bty of 119 SP 17 pir A Tk, Duwring the day 2 FF TR0 did some recce of rds ncz;:ss our
front, The 15(S) Div .continued their advance towerds MELJEL, mesting less oppositiom, - Usual standing patrols were

& on. :

B LA 1 Nov L4k

Z 8 reparted an en trol of 10 men approached their fwd posn, SAA and mortar fire .sc&t‘.:cred the

patrglfingn:igtt;l:;r sénandmypv patrols a:%uf:ereﬁ the same patrol on its way_ba::k, ?a;:turzmgame PV, zgztui?e:dé:m

180 Pus Bn. Out of the patrol, the 83t Patrol Leader was killed and 3 wounded. During the g y 3 )lJNu soilitdel

posn in IJSSELSTEIN from 8 BB = completed by 1500 hrs. 15/19 E returned to & res area behin 1251: E; v ‘.t

L KSLI, still VEULEN, repoarted more enemy shelling and m; act1v1ty.~ 1 H‘mz’fo::D has %it. o re;;oeg..,s R
avprox 1000 hrs a Lancaster bomber returning fram a bosber raid on DULSEURG creshed, 7 of the r::sw Jump :tils* ged

03‘; .enemy lines, the Pilot 0fficer and rear gumer in the fwd ares of 3 MON. The pilot had a broken arm t

rear gumer wes dead owing to flak in the face, Usual patrols were laid on for the night. \

‘uain 3 t: e Bde area was shelled twice during the morning, Orders were issued from
mv‘iﬁ:n)i;ai 1 mewsmmz ébcaz Bde were caming down to relieve the Inf in ths Div, 1 We were to take
over from I ESII = 2 E YORES to take over from 1 HEREFORD = 1 HEREFOZD to go to DEUENE aixd rest = Lmlie::at:]tulg;ghm
from 3 MON in IJSSELSTEIN., These moves were to take place on L4/5 Wov excepting 1 P.zan;om h&wt;re r: e
by 2 E YOEES on 3 Nov. ¥de BHQ was to remein in its present location in command. _me B of Arm g

relieved by 5 COLDSTEEAMS, 7, B

E YORKS were in GRIENDTSVEEN 7117. At 1500 hrs 1 WG main body
to taks over from 4 KSII at VEULEN, This was carried out smoothly

1; Tov 4 At 1030 hrs recce y&rt{es from 1 WG arrived, 2
. to move to the GRAVE area for & rest on 5 Fov. Usual

arrived in the aree, and cohcentrated in preperatiom

during the mighty 3 MON being relieved by & KSILI and prepared

patrols were carried out during the night. —
ey e

The Bde remained in same locatimms, 1'G at VEIUEN, 1 HEREFORD ate DEUEEE at rest, 2 FP YE O end 4 KSIT at

TJSSELSTEIN Y T e g day the fun shelled the Bde area
2 B YORKS at GRIBNDTSVEEN, 15/19 E in res NORTH of Bde HQ. During the day : 1 :
quite cmsid,arably; it was thought the ;‘easm wes beczuse a medium gun had been calibrating in line with the HQs; this
wes stopped later on in the day. During the might patrols were semt ocuf. i 2 §
5 . g e nt e . ing t approx 1930 hrs the Hun sent same
iz de remined in same locations; very little sctivity during the day. At appr
i bmbz:: ;;f who :ttackad the area wm': of DEURNE. Patrols were sent out during the night, 1 WG had same success
with their patrols, illing-at least four Hums and wounding scme, - '
e T 1 i O A el e i i TR P W S0 i s i e 2o <= Sine
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2 FP YEO moved into Div res with sqn resting in HEDMOND, 15/19 E teking over fram 2 FF YEO in VEULEN and two
sqns 4in res. During the afterncon 1 WG sent out & fighting patrol to the RORTH of VEULEN, killing 4 Buns and
| generelly beating them up. During the late afternoon some enemy shells landed in the 1 WG's reer En area, resulting
[ ; $n seven trucks being brewed up. Patrols were erranged for the night, . K e

! B LA ¥ Nov ik

2 i ' = e

At 0830 'hrs 1 EERIFOTD took over from 4 ESLI in IJSSEISTEIN, the 4 ESLI moving to DEURNE Bks for & 48 brs rest

in preparstion for teking over GRIDOTSVERN, Other Bée locations remeined the same, Petrols continued during the

night., Air Mershal Tedder 2n3 General Dempsey visited the EQ and remeined telking to the Brigedier for sbout half
an hour, 8

| 5 .
9 Nov U4 i The Bde receined in seme locaticns, During the evening, 2 E YORKS were relieved by 4 KSLI. 2 E YORES moved to
DEURNE in preparation for & move beck to 3 Brit Div, Little activity reported during the dey.

8 Nov 4

10 Nov &k The Bae remeined in seme loceticns, NoO sctivity reperteds

The Bde remained, Reps of 3 MON arrived at 0900 hrs in readiness to take over from 1 WG who were ret\n‘rdr;e to their
own Bde the next morning. ttle sctivity reperted during the dey, The rds were in a very much worse conditicn, The
route to VEULZN was almost impasseble for yhekled vens, At lest light the hand-over sterted, By epprox 1030 hrs the
hend over was campleted, the only #fficulty being the mud, which bogged quite a few vehs,

12 Nov 4k 1 WG now in DEURNE - moved off during the morning to rejein their own Div. The Brigadier left in the morning on
- LB hrs leave in SRUSSELS. Lt-Col Turner-Cain tock over vamd in his absence, Little or no activity reported during the
dey. The state of rds wes ‘becaming impessetle, Supplies for the Mons were being arrenged to be brougt up by horse
and cart, ’ 3

Y 13 Nov Lk The Bde remtined in same locaticns. 4t 0750 hrs the ‘71078 OF COURT 10 reported to us that the tp of scout cars on
' our front reported they had & PW and since 4her nothing more bad been heard. After & certain time a further tp wes sent
i
i

11 Nov 4k

down to investigate, the result being that the PV wes & scape goat”, the tp beving been embushed, the two &vrs being
Xilled and the Offr end Cpl reported missing presumed PR, The Eun had tried to tcke the one going scout car ewey but 3
got it bogged and then set it on fire, Usual patrols were organised, with en ambush leid on eround the burnt scout oar, {
By the time our patrol efrived in the aree the Bun was already there in some sirength, Later on in the night our petrol
returned end ococupied the posm. .

e seme locetions, Little activity reported, but during

Iy Nov L The Bde Comd returned from his 48 hrs lsave, The Bde in th
the late evening shelling end NEWs increased. ) -
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5 suple;.@e MONS &t VEULEN, Patrols carried out Bggressive work &lgin  th m;é‘zu o
o S ~ AT e e SAEaE

", The Bde remained in same locaticis, Reps bf I

“po
ty- hegrdltm

the SOUTE where the 12 Corps ettask wes being put in, ER
The Bde revained in same locatioms. Ko mi\;ity repoz:ted'.“".\

The Bde rmﬂk seme locations, Ko aotivit el - :

| : y reported, - S 7 PP

{ . A oonferencé at the 29 Armd Ede HQ wes held to discuss ths move ,_,t:l,.io’s'_"etg Anvolved in’
ing on 19 Nov. i

teke place, 3 ?dt teking the 29 armd Bde front incl VEULEN, ctmmenc:

the mo
ol

At 0830 Ers 1 EERIFORD moved from IJSSEISTEIN to DEURNE 25 by Gk

)3 Bksy Peing clear by O hr: ing BB
ncvedzi:;: the u:: K: ;me ugd&: ;da:d.} erit gi t;;otﬁmm 5} E took over ;rusnog !.!'s;.'ﬂn:ngu:z: :‘:mm‘ : ?lﬂ-'
lmz-.*..uv derim, LINC: v, over f: VEULEX, >
3 ¥ON then came unéer comd 29 Armd Bdo.’ Iittle or no activity g&}tﬁx;ttho rroz'::.ud'b&z S 0950 i

At 000 brs Bde IR moved o its new location SOUTH of DEURNE at ’ ;
t 3 i ZITIBERG 66319 11 -
.mmmgainiggggdiﬁ;s: for their new advance, 4 KSLI remaining in mm3L15]719Al ﬂwJ'me métszw;eég :ﬁ?& il

RNE Bks, No activity reported on the fromt elthoggh oontact was made with the B\n’in the GRIRDTSEEEN aree,

Contast wes still kept with the Hun in the (EIENDISVEEN ares, al ther e S i

r ay 3 thot

Fo actxvify roport?a on tk_\e Div front, - In the late afternomn 1 m;ﬁwi: frmt;mt;:xsgglmt? ﬁ)e Ei:tl;;t o
througk 13(S) Div in resdiness for the sttack on AMERIEA, The rds were reported as impessable, . V1 g

4% G715 hrs 4 KSIT comenced their adv on ATGRIKA, folloved by 1 EEREFCRD ot theif owa chjsotive at ST ANTHONIS s EEE
y 1 HEREFORD b,

The advance vmld‘hyed by mines and weather nonditiu;u, rds being impesseble to tka, ::n ogoga::iv;.:tms'r moved to .

Bmmae FOTVEDS. 755.&’0@ reached AVERTEA wnopposéd and contimed the adv on to the original objective of ths 29 Armd

et th.e “:iﬁu :h;r:;v; Eg &E%uimge;otm rds, creters, mines blomn brs etc it wes. impossible >

during the day;bxgatrolnngrm carried out by 1 m&:ﬁ.s' e s I T e Ty
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- Rein continued all dey, making the weather more of & formidable cbstacle than”the én
owing to the condition of the rds, At 1130 brs the rd.GRIBDTSVEEN - :
end 4 ESIT were sent forward, Bde HQ z_wvea to AUERTRA, 411 rds wer

° 1 AEREFORD in the WODS to the WEST.
A S 53 s, s

R = =8y = : = e =
The Carps Camd wisited L ESIT and 1 EEREFORD. - Bde K moved 2t 1430 hrs to METERICK 807
orders were received for the Bde to move baok to the EEIMOND aree, the 15(S) mv{‘.hking over |
el g gl 0o Cfi S TR N e
. At 1430 hrs the Bde moyed to & rest ares for four or five days, % XSIT and B .meom;:mem to
_nmmm',}m:tox.sm:_pi_ WAL ;v - ‘:{ i Sl Taip t i

,,.. _dq;'qnunedAiﬁvmtlraa‘l. 2 P B g
E % I8 % S S LR
_ The Bde wes informed thet owing to unforseen circumstances it wes %o return to the line on 28th to hold sector of
the VALS fras appror WESSERCF to CRUEBENVORST, with wnder camd 3 KON, L XSII, 1 EEEEFCRD, § ES, 15/19 E, the 29 armd Bde
being withdrewn to the BAKEL area. X Vo SR S . = S el R .

- ) R F- 2
Bée Hy, Tec &nd Nein, moved 2t 12X hrs to KEIDERSIO 85419k, 8 R, 3 MON end 1 EEREFORD cocupying their posns - L4 ESIT
and 15/1¢ E ‘o move on 28 Nov. The line was extiremely long, therefore Coys were very strung out, - Locztions of Bn IQs were
as follows 3= > ; R o

8 RB 881252 3 M08 885189 B R iy
1 EEREFOZD 884168 : e L i
" Div B moved to the &rea of KASTENRAAT. 3 3 i oA 1

15/19 E end 4 ESLI moved wp into new ares, -
£ r 15/19 H area SRZ3@ 862203, 4 KSLI 8818, Certedn areas of
.- 904217 still reported ococupied, Necessary action being teken bylul
% KT v ST g S0 1

the 30th.- .t 3 s -
> o i - . - . o R e R A
3 ~The 3 MON put in the attack on the KASTERL 90,217 and EROEKENIZEN $07221 (th one agn 15/19 E in sp, also the Div Arty.
The objective proved to be & much herder mut to creck then originelly expecteds Owing to the two lealing Coy Cands bedng
put out of action end certain Pl Cands killed, confusion set into the Coys. - When Lt-Col Stockley, his 2 IC, Mejor Allen
and 10, Copt. Gibbs went forward to try and get it omce again under control, - This move met with failure, ell being Killed
or wounded, . The Hun put down considerable arty fire well controlled,. also Si fire Pram concealed posus in buildings, .
Even 5 8ll objectives were takem, incl 72 PW, not counting dsad and wounded,? The 3 MONMOWTES thepselves suffered
severely in killed and wounded, including the GO &nd 0 being Klleds . : 2 I o

land WEST of the MAKS were reported flooded. At KASTEL
on : S s X : T

o = = NE_S4 ST XSS
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GRIENDBSVEEN ( cdnt:) | weekest point in our lines.) Ident: tooy/22 /489 Regt: e
2L | 3 - —

!04303 A end D Coys change Over posng. J2ev fles fortlel & Fors troondecl by
. Shall e 23747 % 4

A1l quiet on our front except for slight shelling. . Peirols

| _had nothing to repo: Jughout. the. nighbe. .

B_end C Coys_change over. posna. during. ibe morning

\ - % .

..._.«.,......"....1,500].....Q.A,ng.,..a.i;an_ding,pgx.z:ql.,.a.t_lg 165.x111 one). wound one , end...

__cepture_one.of s Germen spprosching patrol..These. hed
' o 2 \

__civilisn._clothes under their unifo rms. and. turned out.to.be

m‘v . : deserters

T

Nothingz to r;;{ﬁ’rf' :
iy i

cain.oll. auiet on-our-front.-RED-ley

prel-mines -s8-Folle
; se-foll

e *
ol N
™

: , ; e s -
t-0£-25-from—F10184-10-743185; belt of~25-from=743183to
18 4(“ the® track being left clear) “a belt of:30 from 714
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GRI@IDQESVBET oo t) ________ l The whole surround.d by e plain wire fence and merked;
_.‘....._..1..830 | _Pn.hends_over the defence Of the ares. %o 2.Bn.E.YORKS (3. Br;t mv) ¥: TORUUU. .

‘

aree_in. DEUZNE.in. coy. . groups without .
—~ 3 y |

_end. moves. Lo .resh.

] incident
|2230 I Bn all settled in billete. T
| mi

|

!

|
)
LN

“rieintenance , baths , rest end eg;terta_inm_ent.

URE RYE- i

“lieimtenance , beths , end rest. 35 OR's Rfts arrive. 5

| Meintenunce enterteinment and rest‘.“f

|

!

= .
| Dhe comd Officer inspects ell Coy,s{f Sm

drill under Coy ax‘ru.ng;ements.
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1 {
gxsgsmsmmu(cont) 'a' 738319, 'g' 735216, 'c' 727226, 'D' 732220, Bamy 73l222, |
1900 ! Attempted recce'patrol to houses T72193prevented by SA fire i
! 1 | and flares at 1 o ‘:
1 g lg | | ama ey !
| : 9 | ALl quiet during the day except for occasional shellfire on |
road forward of our posns.
| . 1730/ Mine recce patrols went dovn tracks from X tcks 758216; to |
I +» I e !
| ; ! X teks 765205, and from X tcks Thh209 to tek junc 756204 and i
! | 4’
! : . | ‘thence to ditch at 757197. Found all recce'd tracks clear of
‘ d i {
] . mines, Information on ground obtained, * !
" lo Occasional shellfire during the 2L mrs. -
1-338/ }Mine recce patrol from 756204 to 765204 reported tck clear of
mines, Recce patrol to BRIDGE T72203 repérted Br- held by enemy
Information on ground obtained, Three reinforcements ‘arrived,
" |11 | - | occasional shellfire dﬁrihg the 2l Hrs, - »
1730/| line recce patrol ‘reported ground clear between 756201& and 758197.
; I LL MBI 12OM 1041 H.B.&Coltd. SIS Eatisy: I V",'.
b S st - e ;
P B P RSO - St . E e A
_——
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Summaries are contaiued in F.S. Regs., Vol I. WAR DIARY Form C.2118.
sl e ey, My e . Unic 19% B0 The mERERORDIHIER 5.
t available, an jor Intelligence Sum: es,
I :‘:ver will be prepared in mlxnnﬂ‘-nmlm]:h 2 INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY e . bt Col @ R, Turner cai
Month and Year.. 9 (Evase heading not required). Commanding Officer i n
Place | Date i Hour l N Summary of Events and Information ! References to Appendices
IJSSELSTEIIN (pont) ,Informe tion on ground obtained, i

i |"Going" Patrol (recce) met an enemy patrol at 753196 and remrne:d
' with task not completed No casualties, ':

|

n ‘ 12 ' No incidents, Pétrols ‘uneventful, but further ground Momatiolp
|
: obtained, OP established at ref 74l211, to observe any enemy

movement on LORBAAN--AMERIKA road.

|
- )
i )
# 13 10830 | Two scout cars of the Inns of Court Regt ambushed at FARM 73120l
; 'B' coy standing patrol L0Ox to the NE heard nothing, and thick

5 | | | ground mist prevented observation.Forward standing patrols
maintained during the day reported no further incident.
Visibility poor until 1030 hrs,

0930 | (Clearing patrol along track 716197 to 74L209 reported area

clear,

1630 | One pl.of the MMG's of 21Med MG Coy in position,
1830 | patrol sent to ambush at 742203 around burnt out recce car

I Ma4218 1200M 1041 H.B & CoLtd, 51-1541)

S SIX C.2118.
T e e M PR R U WAR DIARY 1at B e rERErORSSEHERC
n::‘ ?k‘u: Staff Mal:lu;ledrﬂw:"ﬁ'ﬂ “?;0"‘#{11“’:‘:: or nit ;
ot Diaries will be enclosed in |
| w’verwn‘llkt;e prepared 1o m uscm:i m o INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY die Officer L8001 GoR.Turner Cain,
Month and Year... lﬁ 9 (Erase heading not required).
Pl | Date I Hour | Summary of Events and Information ! References to Appendices
ace a
IJSSELSTEIJ‘;«:(cont) \ ...found about 20 enemy already there. They returned to their |
i | coy and & pre-arranged ngtonk" was put down on the area by l

151 Fd Bty. The same patrol was sent out at 2230 hrs. after a

|
|

| further "s’conk" e.nd found the area around the car clear.

¢ at 758217 at intervals throughout the Zhhrss
i

- ularly on track jun
A dead Bun was found by Standing Patrol (7) just in front of

0f their. p ion. & T759213.. He proved to be a uaeful idenj;;_f.'g‘}cation
--a 8gt of 5 Coy 11/269 Gren Ers Regt 180 Division,

A patrol went to the tck junc at 774195 and heard enemy in
occupation. No contaet was made. After vithﬁluwing a short |
distance, a half track vehicle was hward moving North up 'che |
rcad from AMERIKA and it stopped at the tok junc: Sounds were

also heard at FARM 771187,
» jet on the Bn fronte There was spasmodic shelling on uﬁ?ﬁm : :
n 16 Qu e ] s ‘

Ma41218 1200M 10/41 FLB. & CoLtd. 8116411
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A patrol was sent out to Pm 771187 to clear enemy heard the
.»previoua night, but nothing was seen or heard,

17

'1600 Heavy fire from NBW's on Log Rd including smoke, It 1s believed

to have been put down to blind our tanks which had been firing

during the a.fternoon.

A patrol was sent out _to Rd at 775185 and from there North a8

far as 772202, “No contaot was made and nothing heard Ground

observation was restricted owing to. the»-"

. |Reinforcements totaling 2 otficera an

e.rrived 3", DKURNE. ;
z. a2 i

" 1230/,

and lntelligence

sh D
of&m&xom regarding War u.r-el.s e

ummaries are contained in F.
m the Staffi Manuval respectively. Mont.hly War
Dunuﬁllbeendo-edmAF L2119, 1 this is

not ble, and for the
wver will be prepared in manuscript.
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Place | Date | Hour “ Summary of Events and Information

IJSSELSTELIN icpxm:\ ‘ on by rifle and automatics, They observed an 8cm mortar and |

. B l spandau positions to the South of them, No further contact i

i [ | was made with the enemy and the petrol returned by 0315 hre:

DEURKE 19 | 2 | Bn moved to Cemp at DEURNE, Cleaning equipment, Paths amd rest |
- l was carried out during the remainder of ‘the day.

n 20 | Meintenance, baths and entertaiment during the day. :

- 1 . : t

. 121 1730 | Bn moves to forming up area NE of HELENAVEEN preparntory to !

N attacking AMERIEA, Route DEURNE = LIESEL 671h

- through bridgehmd

i | over capal at EELENAVEEN 7311 (made by 15 (s) nﬁ,)to locations,

as rollo'e;'A"'("{Slho, 's' 773135, 'C 772133. D! 778138, . with'

N AR R

Bn M South ot 'B' coy ares, Troops debaned Bt mmvm

1 i

i

and from there the tck was poor, and only tracks’ u'A faur

wheeled drive vehbcles pl‘ocuded. No tarﬂu wews .llond through.

-3

close NBW fire on route bat no oamltiu % mtomittent shelld]

AR
’ 4

and NBW fire during the night,

4'6‘

g e N MLUNNS 120N 1041 BB &Coltd R-150)
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|
HELENAVEEN/ |22 |0800 |KSLI to the left commenced advance along DEURNE § AMERIKA Ry:

ANER A Lo |to 75, Basting, e

0830 Bn first phase of attack commences. COys reache objetives with='

]out seeing any sign of the enemy and consolddated, coy areas;- ]
i ! 765158, T651hL, 770156; ‘¢’ 758153’_762158 'n' 765162, '

| 68163, 767L62: 'B' 759163, 763161, 7591603 No mines met, toks .
! clear for vehicles but going extremely difficult. BnHQ takes

j | up position at 76715k,
! i 11300| with 'A' coy as firm base 'B' 'c' and 'D' moved to attack
|

IKA, Again no. enermy met and coys comolidatodzh movod fomrd

coys consolidated in area ;= 'A' Ry Stn 776168, " v
‘' 785174, 'D' 78l180. No mines met on: routo followod but i

. demolitions caused delay, ;
During this advance, 15th (8) Div. necca Regt movad up on- our

right in the direction of HORST, N

| M08 1200M 1041 H.B.&Coltd. 81-1641) ' £
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Place ! Date ’ Hour Summary of Events and Information + References to Appendices

i y -
| 14oo | Absence of enemy caused a change of plan, and instead of proceeding
’ ! ' in the direction of HORST, this was left to the 15th (S) Div: 1

and we proceeded North,

| ih}o carrier patrol pecce'd AMERIKA - LORBAAK rd, turned East at |

i | 775187, to WOODS area 7818-7819. A few enemy were seen and two

Ewere taken prisoner., ( Identity BXK II/22 Regt ) They stated that
:they had been left as a. thim rearguard, and on seeing British

. tps were to report back to their unit who had withdrawn to the

i

East of the MAAS,
1530 | Bn moved to the North and Coy8 consolidated as follows:-

i
!
's' 785190, 'B' 780190, 'c' 790187, 'n' 78la8k, Bam 763187,
meeting very slight enemy reaction, f)uring the night four PW's !

were taken - very poor gpecimens.who gavethemaelvea up. Identity =

II/22 Regt and L37 marshe Bn, continuoue rain all day rendox'ed

the tracks impassable and supply difficulties very :gzjeat. :

M348 12000 1041 ELB.&Co.Ltd. G154
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2 l All quiet during the night. I
23 :.1100 I Bn moved to clear track and areas and to consolidate in areasz-iL
: ;appmg‘u follows:- 'a' 395200, '3' 395205, 'c' 800200, 'D' 802203, ‘?
| I l Bn,mwaolluoenemymet end no incidents. Nine bozes seen l
| ' but no mines in area 802201, !
, || KSLT ON RIGHT in ares SCHADIJK, 3(Br) Div had moved Bsst to |
R | KASTENRAAT apd 15(8) Div had moved towards TIENRALJ, both wit,n-.i
: [ ;111:1'.19 or no opposition thus "pinching" us out, . i
: : ! \ Soft vehicles were able to“ reach the Bn during the evedné_jhza
l ; ../ relieving the supply situation '
‘: ; ,Rgma.;m.c}.._.:!..n..A.ag.m9...;9.@.;19&....,9..11.g.ns!.k.cgmg..,cmamu_mid a.visi

- ( to the unit in the morning. No incident during the day and night, .

! —
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- Place | Date l Hour ! = Summary of Events and Information I References to Appendices

DREURER ‘ 25 '1llio | Bn moves to Deurne Camp.
| 1700 | ¥ove completed without incident,

| 26 | . | uainterance,baths and rest, ) e 2
27 | : " P _ LA and entertaimment’, i
Houthulzena 28 207303 Bn z:ooce'pa.r'cy' moves to recce new area to be taken ovér frdm '
i{ @Grubbenvorst ' T SQafozj,phs,lS .(.s)pivf.;: < :
i 12L5 | Bn moves, . . S e it :
! i

1600 | Bn 1n posn,Locations,"A" 8851564"B" 8971774 "C
: PR e ST
1700 | "A"Coy moves to Grubbenvorst area £
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! 29. | 1700 standing patrols est as before,but only 1 pl in Grubbenvorst. . it N A S
R | instead of 1 coy.Spasmodic shelling during 2L hours of ‘

Grubbenvorst area, S "
| same routine as for yesterday,apart from "c"'gd_y providing
| as firm base at 890163 for standing patrol at 897165.Sp

30

shelling as beforﬂe.' ~

Wintering on The Maas — Part 2

The period from that 20 Oct until 27 Nov might be called ‘Deurne Revisited” with possibly ‘Amerika’ as
a sub heading. It is a monotonous period in the Battalion’s story of the campaign. It is a period of
Reserve Battalion (in Deurne), patrols, bog trotting, mine laying and pig killing, punctuated by the odd
48 hours leave in Brussels — if lucky. No cryptic ‘Q’ clerk maintained a record of this period as he did
to cover the Battalion’s history before the campaign (see 1°* Battalion Build Up 1939 — 1944). If he had
done it would have read something like this:

1 Nov Griendtsveen Pioneers lay trip flares

1 Nov Griendtsveen Pioneers trip over them

3 Nov Deurne Hasn’t changed much

8 Nov ljsselsteijn Neither has this bloody place. More shells and more patrols

19 Nov Deurne About time too

21 Nov Helenaveen Right in the mud this time. After debogging every vehicle 6
times. Battalion assembled at FUP for attack on Amerika.

22 Nov Amerika® Village in a hell of a state — not the United States. KSLI attacked

down railway from Griendtsveen and from west and 1
Herefords across the peat bogs from south. Village not held,
Thankful for small mercies. Pushed on north against light
opposition. Never had an army crossed the Heide (marsh)
before in winter; Dutch said it was impossible.

1. Spelt Amerika and America.



23 Nov Schadijk 0430 hours — food at last, at least tins of it. Owing to mine
trouble along the railway which was to be used as
maintenance route, supplies could not get through. Eventually
a party of volunteers from Bde HQ man handled supplies and
for what we were about to receive we are truly thankful.
Reached Schadijk sandhills by tracks, trials and tribulations.

25 Nov Deurne For the 4" and last time.

SOUTH EAST HOLLAND
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Brig Churcher recalled the Amerika operation: The next part of this unpleasant time in Southern
Holland was about to take place when the brigade was ordered to advance across the Peel of Holland
toward a hamlet called Amerika. We started with our left at the famous Grienstveen, and on our right
was one wobbly road through the marshes which could only take one vehicle at a time. The Germans
had it sown with schu mines underwater and we had a number of casualties with troops having their
foot blown off and this didn't improve our attitude towards the Germans. Having captured our
objective around Amerika, we consolidated there and received orders that we would be relieved by the
15th Scottish Division and return for maintenance and refitting. During these days, at the end of
November, the weather, the rain, the floods were almost worse than the enemy. In the operation to
capture Amerika and the surrounding area, the troops had to cross the Peel of Holland, and talking to
a Dutch officer subsequently, he informed me that he did not know a case in history when armies
crossed the Peel in winter. So really it was quite a remarkable operation.

Sgt Reg Worton remembered racing his carriers round and round the fields to set off the deadly schu
mines. Later he saw Jerry helmets in the windows of a house and yelled out at the top of his voice,
jumped out ran run round the side of the house and bumped into two of them. They turned round
one with a schmeisser (machine gun) - he pulled it out of his hand and sent them both to his crew.
The German sergeant was running to a zigzag trench. He shouted. He never turned, so he shot him.
Sgt Worton was armed with a Yankee repeating rifle he had had since St Lo. The lads had their
watches.



The road to Amerika was at times impassable due to the weather and poor road structure, the railway
line had been used but was mined and targeted by the Germans. At one stage no vehicle movement
was possible and rations and ammunition had to be carried ‘by hand’.

The Amerika Road

A party of Herefords at Amerika railway station

On 28 Nov the Battalion relieved the 7 Seaforths and started its vigil of the Maas itself. The area
occupied was Houthuizen and Grubbenvorst, generally known as ‘Grub Street’, about 2 miles north of
the Venlo pocket. There was nothing spectacular about this role.

The most difficult problem was in trying to sort out the civilians to tell the genuine types from
masquerading Germans. Even the genuine civilians were not very dependable as the German Border
ran parallel to and about 3 miles the other side of the river. It was to be anticipated therefore that
some of the natives would have German leanings and would do anything to assist the enemy. Later
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the whole area was evacuated of civilians, as much for their good as for ours, as they had suffered
casualties from shelling but would not leave their roosts.

The form of defence lay in 2 strong points, one established by B Coy to the north of the area and the
other to the south. These were wired in, mines laid and an adequate trench system dug. Areas such
as Grub Street which lent themselves to infiltration were mined. By night patrols covered the river to
watch for actual crossings and also to link up with other companies. By day Intelligence and Gunner
Ops manned various vantage points and kept an eye on enemy movement. The enemy shelled
spasmodically and we retaliated on a similar scale - supplies of 25 pounder ammunition being rationed
at the time, it was the normal policy to return 3 shells for every one received.

The daily routine on the Maas became repetitive, monotonous with long periods of inactivity — all in
fairly unpleasant conditions. A typical daily routine was:

0730 hours Standing patrols return. Nothing to report. Carrier Sect
takes over from A Coy. Intelligence Ops established.

1330 hours Enemy artillery stonk in B Coy area — no casualties.

1700 hours Standing patrols established as before but only one platoon

in forward, instead of a company. Spasmodic shelling
during 24 hours in area. Nothing to report during the night.

Casualties

There were no casualties recorded in November
Wounded

There are no reports of woundings in November

Honours & Awards

There were no Honours or Awards made in November
Officers’ Plot

See Separate post

ORs’ Strength Return

Date wo1 | woz2 | csjt Sjt Cpl Pte | Bgir | Total Remarks
Establishment 1 7 6 38 72 689 813
13/06/1944 913 |Rail Party 384; sea party 529
01/07/1944| 1 7 7 39 72 673 6 805
29/07/1944| 1 % 8 38 74 594 6 728
02/09/1944| 1 7 9 41 70 582 6 716
30/09/1944| 1 6 13 36 62 539 656
28/10/1944| 1 7 10 39 64 565 686
25/11/1944| 1 6 9 38 70 663 787
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