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1st BATTALION THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT – NOVEMBER 1944 

November saw consolidation and the push to drive German forces to the East of the River 

Maas OP NUTCRACKER). The ground was low lying and often marshland and most unsuitable 

for ‘modern’ warfare. The weather was also turning to winter and operations were 

challenging. Brig Churcher recalled: The weather was gradually deteriorating and we had much 

rain and everything was bogged down. Our slit trenches and foxholes began to fill with water. The 

vehicle holes in which we had dug the forward vehicles in with wood planking at the bottom were filled 

with water and the wood planks floated to the top. It was altogether a very miserable period from the 

weather point of view. 

November was an indication of what life during the winter was going to be like – it was 

uncomfortable and hard; there was respite with local leave being authorised to Brussels. R&R 

centres had been created, men could escape the cold, wet, dirt and danger for 48 hours. Their 

first act was always a hot bath – or often 2! Then to find a café for some real food to eat – hot 

and tasty – often steak and chips! They might find a bar for a beer but this was not the priority! 

There were clubs and cinemas and females! Many found the ‘luxury’ of crisp white clean 

sheets and soft beds, and the airless rooms not conducive to a good night’s sleep and ended 

up sleeping on the floor! However even Brussels was not totally safe and German aircraft 

carried out bombing raids and some soldiers on their R&R were killed during these. 

 

WAR DIARY 

The Brigade War Diary 

 

 

 
  



2 

 

  
 

  



3 

 

  
 

 

The Battalion War Diary 

 

 



4 

 

 
 

 
 



5 

 

 

 
 

 



6 

 

 

 
 

 



7 

 

 

 
 



8 

 

 

 



9 

 

 
 

 

Wintering on The Maas – Part 2 
 

The period from that 20 Oct until 27 Nov might be called ‘Deurne Revisited’ with possibly ‘Amerika’ as 

a sub heading. It is a monotonous period in the Battalion’s story of the campaign. It is a period of 

Reserve Battalion (in Deurne), patrols, bog trotting, mine laying and pig killing, punctuated by the odd 

48 hours leave in Brussels – if lucky. No cryptic ‘Q’ clerk maintained a record of this period as he did 

to cover the Battalion’s history before the campaign (see 1st Battalion Build Up 1939 – 1944). If he had 

done it would have read something like this: 

 

1 Nov Griendtsveen Pioneers lay trip flares 

1 Nov Griendtsveen Pioneers trip over them 

3 Nov Deurne Hasn’t changed much 

8 Nov Ijsselsteijn Neither has this bloody place. More shells and more patrols 

19 Nov Deurne About time too 

21 Nov Helenaveen Right in the mud this time. After debogging every vehicle 6 

times. Battalion assembled at FUP for attack on Amerika. 

22 Nov Amerika1 Village in a hell of a state – not the United States. KSLI attacked 

down railway from Griendtsveen and from west and 1 

Herefords across the peat bogs from south. Village not held, 

Thankful for small mercies. Pushed on north against light 

opposition. Never had an army crossed the Heide (marsh) 

before in winter; Dutch said it was impossible. 

 
1 - Spelt Amerika and America. 
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23 Nov Schadijk 0430 hours – food at last, at least tins of it. Owing to mine 

trouble along the railway which was to be used as 

maintenance route, supplies could not get through. Eventually 

a party of volunteers from Bde HQ man handled supplies and 

for what we were about to receive we are truly thankful. 

Reached Schadijk sandhills by tracks, trials and tribulations. 

25 Nov Deurne For the 4th and last time. 
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Brig Churcher recalled the Amerika operation: The next part of this unpleasant time in Southern 

Holland was about to take place when the brigade was ordered to advance across the Peel of Holland 

toward a hamlet called Amerika. We started with our left at the famous Grienstveen, and on our right 

was one wobbly road through the marshes which could only take one vehicle at a time. The Germans 

had it sown with schu mines underwater and we had a number of casualties with troops having their 

foot blown off and this didn't improve our attitude towards the Germans. Having captured our 

objective around Amerika, we consolidated there and received orders that we would be relieved by the 

15th Scottish Division and return for maintenance and refitting. During these days, at the end of 

November, the weather, the rain, the floods were almost worse than the enemy. In the operation to 

capture Amerika and the surrounding area, the troops had to cross the Peel of Holland, and talking to 

a Dutch officer subsequently, he informed me that he did not know a case in history when armies 

crossed the Peel in winter. So really it was quite a remarkable operation.  

Sgt Reg Worton remembered racing his carriers round and round the fields to set off the deadly schu 

mines. Later he saw Jerry helmets in the windows of a house and yelled out at the top of his voice, 

jumped out ran run round the side of the house and bumped into two of them. They turned round 

one with a schmeisser (machine gun) -  he pulled it out of his hand and sent them both to his crew. 

The German sergeant was running to a zigzag trench. He shouted. He never turned, so he shot him. 

Sgt Worton was armed with a Yankee repeating rifle he had had since St Lo. The lads had their 

watches.  
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The road to Amerika was at times impassable due to the weather and poor road structure, the railway 

line had been used but was mined and targeted by the Germans. At one stage no vehicle movement 

was possible and rations and ammunition had to be carried ‘by hand’. 

 

  
 

 

 
A party of Herefords at Amerika railway station 

 

On 28 Nov the Battalion relieved the 7 Seaforths and started its vigil of the Maas itself. The area 

occupied was Houthuizen and Grubbenvorst, generally known as ‘Grub Street’, about 2 miles north of 

the Venlo pocket. There was nothing spectacular about this role. 

 

The most difficult problem was in trying to sort out the civilians to tell the genuine types from 

masquerading Germans. Even the genuine civilians were not very dependable as the German Border 

ran parallel to and about 3 miles the other side of the river. It was to be anticipated therefore that 

some of the natives would have German leanings and would do anything to assist the enemy. Later 
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the whole area was evacuated of civilians, as much for their good as for ours, as they had suffered 

casualties from shelling but would not leave their roosts. 

 

The form of defence lay in 2 strong points, one established by B Coy to the north of the area and the 

other to the south. These were wired in, mines laid and an adequate trench system dug. Areas such 

as Grub Street which lent themselves to infiltration were mined. By night patrols covered the river to 

watch for actual crossings and also to link up with other companies. By day Intelligence and Gunner 

Ops manned various vantage points and kept an eye on enemy movement. The enemy shelled 

spasmodically and we retaliated on a similar scale - supplies of 25 pounder ammunition being rationed 

at the time, it was the normal policy to return 3 shells for every one received. 

 

The daily routine on the Maas became repetitive, monotonous with long periods of inactivity – all in 

fairly unpleasant conditions. A typical daily routine was:  

 

0730 hours  Standing patrols return. Nothing to report. Carrier Sect 

takes over from A Coy. Intelligence Ops established. 

1330 hours  Enemy artillery stonk in B Coy area – no casualties. 

1700 hours  

 

 

Standing patrols established as before but only one platoon 

in forward, instead of a company. Spasmodic shelling 

during 24 hours in area. Nothing to report during the night. 

 

Casualties 

There were no casualties recorded in November 

Wounded 

There are no reports of woundings in November 

Honours & Awards 

There were no Honours or Awards made in November 

Officers’ Plot 

See Separate post 

 

ORs’ Strength Return 

 


