15' BATTALION THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT — OCTOBER 1944 — Part 1

September started with high endeavour - the ‘excitement’ of the dash to Antwerp and the sheer
exuberance of the liberated locals; however this was soon countered by the day to day slog of the
advance to the East and the frustration of the failure of ‘Market Garden’.

With the shortening days and the onslaught of the Autumn weather (and knowing that this would only
get worse when winter arrived) the nature of the war was changing, the German defence was better

prepared and as the Allies got closer to the German ‘Motherland’ the defence became more
determined.

The nature of the Battalion was also changing, casualties were still being suffered and reinforcements
received; the ‘old hands’ were fewer the friendships made over 4 years of training were broken and
new ones, whilst ‘forged in battle’ would never be quite the same.

All of these things could have an adverse effect on morale and efficiency but such had been the
preparation, command and support resilience, ‘esprit de corps’ at all levels, the belief in what they
were doing and the reception of the liberated population, that morale and efficiency remained high
and whilst victory now seemed assured it was clearly going to be a long hard and painful journey
before final victory would be achieved.

WAR DIARY

To help set the scene extracts from 159 Brigade War Diary:
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12 Qct Lhe

13 Oct 4k

1 Oot 4

15 Oct 4k

16 Oct 4l

The Bde remained in same posn, A4t 1100 hrs medium bambers came over and bambed areas behind the enemy
- lines, Typhbons straffing up any seen movement, gun posns, Our guns opened Up & large arty programme
which continued &1l day. The 3 (Brit) Div put in their attack with one Bde up. By nightfall they had adv
to the main EAST = WEST rd from OVERIOON, Some tps in OVERLOON, and tps in WOODS to the WEST and slightly -
SOUTE. The Churchill tks were held up by A Tk minefields, Lanes were cleared, and by the end of the day a M
tp of tks wes with eech of the fwd Bns, Petrolling wes csrried out during the night by 4 ESLI and 1 HEREFORD.
Our own arty continued on & heavy scele during the night, 3

The 3 (Brit) Div continued their adrand by .the end of the day had two Bdes in the WD, SOUTE of OVERLOCK,
We continueé to send out aggresive petrols with good results, A4 smell party wes 1eid on by 4 KSLI to clean up
24 ¥uns who were dug in just this side of the MaAS by the WIER of SAMSEEE. This was carried out during the
afterncon with excellent results, 211 the enemy being accounted for, inoluding 1li PR, The mortering and shelling
of our fwd posns became less as the 3rd Brit advenced although in the early evening the Bn HQ of 4 KSII was
heevily stonked., Orders had been given out to 211 units in the 159 Inf Bde Gp, which consisted of the 4th ESLI o
1 EEREFORD, 15/19 E, 2 FF YEO, one bty 117 of 75 & Tk Regt, for the move through the 3ré (Brit) Div to owr
objective, mo specific time being given as it depsnded on the progress of 3 (Brit) Div,

The Bde remained ir present posns, 3 (Brit) Div continued ops, 3 (Brit) Recce Regt tock over posns in front
of 4 ESLI. In the leieafternoon the Bde wes ordered to prepere to teke over posns in the area SOUTE of M
SEAFFERDEN with arty and air sp, in order to protect the left flank of 3 (Brit) Div.

At 0900 hrs Tac Bde EQ moved to the ares 749341, the location of the HY of 1 HEREFOED., 4t 1030 hrs the barrage

in sp of 4 KSII commenced, 4 KSII reported slight oppositioneat 1115 hrs report ceme back that 27 PV teken -

Irogress still good. 1 HEREFORD prepered themselves with 15/19 E to go through KSLI to clean up ares to NORTH

in the EIJKUIT. &4 KSII reached objectives after having some herd struggles, Air sp wes in continuel use, /51/

Typhoons being called on to VIERLINGSEEEK, MARSHEES, Quite & lot of light A4 wes put up by the Hun. 15/19 E, ;/{
during the later. part of the day lost one tank on & mine, but knocked out an 88 mm and an 4 Tk dual purpose gun,

Further PV reported by 1 HEZEFORD and 4 ESLI, the dey's bag emounting %o approx 70, These were from various units - “

437 Bngineer Bn, Bn ROMINSKY". , Bn GREVING, Bn HOFRINK and Bn PAUL. .

The Bde remeined in their new posns, msking as meny feces as possible at the enemy, while 3 (Brit) Div pushed
their way on to VENRAY. By the end of the dey slow progress had been mede, The Bde had orders to move as soon as
possible to the aree DEURKE with the object of ettacking from the WEST. At 1700 hrs 16/19 E and 1 HEREFORD left the
eree with main Bde M, L4 ESLI were being relieved by EOSB and & fire plan wes made for 1915 hrs to 2000 hrs, oving to
the very bad weather conditions the movement of all vehs was greatly reduced, same being boggeds By miénight 4 ESLI
and 2 FF YE0 were withdrawn in readiness to move off &t first light to the area of DEURNE 6520, 1 HEREFORD and 15/19 -
H were elresdy in thet area, j 32
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17 Oct 4

18 Oct L4

4t 0730 brs Tac Bde HQ moved for new &rea near DEURNE, followed by 2 FF YRO and L KSLI, 1 EEREFORD and 15/19
E were crdered to pass through 7 US 4mmd Div and teke LJSSEISTEIN7222 - to stert adv at 1000 hrs, Contect wes
made with 7 US Armd Div and 2 plan was made, The area was reported .to be heavily mined with A, Tk and AP mines,
Special attention of this fact wes brought to the notice of &ll avrs in the EQ. At 1000 hrs 1 HEREFORD and 15/19
E started adv, Great @ifficulty was found in crossing br over GANAL as the enemy had registered his NBWs mortars
end arty on this crossing, 1 HEREFORD suffered heavy casualties, but still continued to push forwerd, A4s the
2dv continued, PWs begen to came in, Rriy wes arrenged, also Typhoon sp end by last light 1 HEREFORD end 15/19
hed ceptured IJSSEISTEIGN 7222, Cne coy of 4 KSLI were sent forwerd to hold br. The combat gps of the 7 US Armd
Div had moved SOUTH o the br. L4 KSII less ome coy in the aree 6722, Bde Tac 6721 with 2 FF YEO, By the end of
dey epprox 180 PV had been taken, mostly from 489 Engineer Bn, Some of the rfts having arrived only the night
before, -

At first light L ESII end 2 FF YEO pushed forwerd across the CAMAL br, Mortaring end shelling wes reporied most
of the day, Progress wes slow owing to the weather and condition of the rds. Meny more PW were taken, incl two

{ ;completely “anatical Offrs and 3 Offrs who seemed at last fo see the light, all fram 22 Inf Regt, The 2 FF Y0 had &

20 Oct Lk

21 Oct Lk

very successfu} bag of 3 panthers and 2 Jagd Penthers, 375ugmuns and cne Nebelwerfer. It is appreciated thet these are
same of the remnants of the 107 Pz Bde, By last light the Bde Gp wes rather videly separated. L KSII and 2 FF YO
at VEULEX 7722, 1 HEREFORD and sqn 13/1S H 7321, 15/19 H less one sgn and Bds HQ at ST CATEERINE BDEVE 7225 just NORE
IJSSEISTEI@. It wes reported thet 3 (Brit) Div had taken VERRAY and were moving SOUTH, end 7 US Armd Div wes moving
up on our right flank, %

The Bde posns remained hy d, EF progr were leid on by the arty, 4 ESII in VEULEN, continued to be
mortered and shelled all dey, 15/19 E were ordered to probe 2nd £ind out the form of the enemy to the SOUX in and
around ST HELZE E0ZVE. 3By the end of the day 15/19 E had KO'd three towed guns and SP and & Panther but in return
had itself suffersi 'a few ank casuzlties, + approx 1830 hrs thres shells unconfortsbly close to the Bde Tec MQ
vehs, Patrols were laid on for the 15/20th, -

The Bde still held seme posns - eneny shelling and mortaring continued in the erea, -The CL beceme impesseble to
vheeled vehs owing to mud, The Seppers were ordared to lay & log roed. This was started, although under shell
fire, Orders came through frou Div thet one Bn and an irad Regt &t a time would be campletely teken out of the line, [/
Rosters were mede and the timings for relief worked out, 3 MON were to take over 1 HERERORD posn in IJSSEISTEIGN ﬂ@
end 1 JEREFORD to take over L KSII posn in VEULBEY/ the F & F YEO teking two sgns cut of the line to DEURNE end one
sqn and Regt HQ in the area of Bde HY. 15/19 H - one sqgn in VEULEN, one arez of 3 MON and one in res with Regt EQ.
Petrols were cearried cut during the night and enemy being shot up - one PW being taken (wounded), All units were in
their new posns by 1000 hrs on 22 Oot Ly : .

// = & ¥SLI moved to rest at DEURNE.
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B, L A, 22 Oot Lk

23 Oct Lk
© 24 Qct 44
25 Oct Ik

eneny shelling At ebout 2200 hrs onwerds enemy shelling end mortering beceme heavy. «

Bde remained in same posns, Little or no ectivity took place éuring the dey, During the evening increased M

The Bde continued to hnld'sm PoBnS,

4 KSLI tock over 1 HEREFORD posn &t VEILEN with sqn 2 FF YEO. 8 BB tock over fram 3 MON in IJSSELSTEIGN,

1 HEREFORD and two sgns 15/19 H went to rest at DEURNE, Patrolling contimued during the nights Bnemy continued

to send out small agiresive patrols equipped with bazoockas with the task of destroying our AFVs. Mortaring ,L(,j
¢

and shelling 2l continued,

26 Oot 4k -
27 0ot L

The Bde reméined in seme locations - : s ) yoiti «

During the morning reports came in to the effect that the Kun had put in an attack across the CANAL EAST of

XEIJEL and had succeeded in getting 200 men and 5 tenks into the area, The 7 US irmd Div were holding this sector,

which made the task of getting information extremely @iffioult, At 1200 hrs 1 HEREFORD end two sqns of 15/19 E
now resting in DEURNE were ordered to get ready to teke over from the AMERICAN CCB at GRIENDTSVEEN so that they
oould counter-attack the Boche and push them back over the CANAL if necessary, By 2000 hrs reports came in

that their posn was pertially restored by two coys of their Recce Regt and two coys of Inf who had re-entered
MEIJEL, By 2200 hrs 1 HEREFOID reported in their new area, 4 Bn of the 3 (Brit) Div, 2 E YOREKS, came under comd
of the Bde to act as ocownter-attack force, taling up posns around IJSSELSTEI@N, Active petrolling wes laid on for

the night.

28 Oct 4k

Early morning reports from 7 US Armd Div contradicted the report of the previous night, The enemy were still in

| MEIJEL when the AMERICANS put in their counter-ettack,= 8o did the Pun. By the end of the day the Hun had been

pushed bamk in the KOETHERN sector to within 500 yards of the b¥ WEST of HELERAVERYW but they had advanced approx
two miles WESTYof AELJEL on the MEIHEL = ASTEN rd. This ettack wes held, 2 E YORKS of 3 (Brit) Div were moved to
an aree SOUTH of DEURNE - &rea of HOOGORE 6616 to stop &ny NORTHVWARD move which might happen during the night,
Two bdes of the 15(S) Div were moving during the night to strenghhen their posmn, R

29 Oct 44

By first light 4% eand 46 Bdes of 15 (S) Div had arrived in the erea to take up their posns with the 227 Bde

following, 46 Bde tock up & posn astride rd SOUTH of DEURNE on the DEUEKE - MELJEL rd, 44 Bde WEST of ASTEN end w
227 going into ASTRN, 1 HEREFORD still remeined in the area GRTENDTSVEEN 7117 with 2 E YORKS to their WEST watohing

the SOUTEERN approsches, with the 15/19 H probing and recceing the lenes &s far as the inter-Div bdy running WEST to~
EAST on the 16 Grid, The Bun made little progress during the day - the general adv being held, Preperations were ' .
beingmde for & counter-attack by 15 (S) Dive CCR of 7 US Armd Div held their ground on the ASTEN = MEIJEL rd but the CCB
became involved and owing to confused reports wes ummble to give its ”m‘c’t cations.// The %ggm eble to give

e enemy captur

M/
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B.L.A - 29 Oct (contd).

30 Oct 44

31 oot 4k

The Battalion War

excellent sp during the day owi.!ig to good weather and succeeded in destroying the five brs across the
At approx 1900 hrs enemy planes during the DEURNE area and dropped AP &nd HE bombs, Little
demage or oesualties were reported, Patrols were arrenged by -all units, 8

During the day the 15 (S) Div tock over from 7 US -Armd Div, Smll advances were made towerd LIESEL and
IDON. The general advence of the Bun seems to heve been halted and held, The units of this Bde remained in
the seme Bocations and were not involved in the battle. During the night patrols were sent out, Just NORTH
of GRIENDSTEEN & patrol was shot up, killing one & cepturing:- a P identified from 1 Coy 16 Bn 22 Regt. The r
W disolosed much information, including an intended atteck on GRIEWSTVERY end general movement :Ln’ the ares,
locations etce 2 g

The units in the Bde remained in the same locations. The 15(S) Div continued their progress, teking 1
Offr end 130 PW during the day, Little movement tock place during the day, The usual petrols were sent
out during the might. One PF was teken by the 8 RB in the ares ERICA 7620, The PV knew very little but
wes part of & standing petrol, eweke at night, asleep during the day. ;

Diary
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! enc their attemt Lo cniture the sentry veing unsuccessful owing i

‘ : \
| [ lto unfortuns te exposure of an enemy Ee=rehl icht,they returned to | heir DOSnS,

2000
s lm—w-ras\ D..cox..starfing. petrole. to. 757329,750320.3..Cox 773337 ,m,'yr,xl,-x

|slight enemy movement heard in both located enemy pDOsSns until 0530 hrs,

1
| r our patrols withdrew st first light,

12330 | B goy pstrol to tip of wood 7773L8,Nothing seen or heard, ;

9 | ' m_1000h1 rox D G ov,small fighting patrols with brens,

%228 to harrass flark of enemy posn, |

leaving listening rost T54327,8 coy,fighting patrol to enemy posn 777337

10 germans seen in the area,

1hoo | A coy arr from Meijel and occupied area between B and D Coys, |

1530 | D coy put in Coy raid in 'Boot'wood 760327 with tk and arty sp

| with the object of inflicting cas and obtaining P,Ws.Results 10; enemy

killed,17 P,Ws taken,Identification Battle gp ‘Paul;Coy withdrew suffering

I} ‘eas(wounded),Bde Comd at Bn F,Q., during att.,Enemy replied with

MIUNNS 120M 1041 H.B.&CoLtd. 51-1541
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| i hr mor «nd shell fire,Tnis cont irtermittently until 2200 hrs,
i i {
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R S5 T
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g i :;consic'zemble enemy movement heard approx strength about 20,

-

2Loo| B coy fazhting patrol to Rouw 771324 Report it clear.
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)
5 'e50¢| ¢ and D _gox chanzed nosns,

! |1e3o 7,S.P, est civilian check point on rd é; mile N of Bn F.Q.

1030| Rens from 3rd British Div arr to recce area,

14 | 1hoo| Tntended shychologicsl warBare cancelled on Div Comds Instructions,
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OPERATIONS TO CLEAR THE WEST BANK g
OF THE RIVER MAAS 12 OCT - 3DEC

The October ‘Ground’

\
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AREA CLLARED 14 NOV-3 DEC
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