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1st BATTALION THE HEREFORDSHIRE REGIMENT – OCTOBER 1944 – Part 1 

September started with high endeavour - the ‘excitement’ of the dash to Antwerp and the sheer 

exuberance of the liberated locals; however this was soon countered by the day to day slog of the 

advance to the East and the frustration of the failure of ‘Market Garden’.  

 

With the shortening days and the onslaught of the Autumn weather (and knowing that this would only 

get worse when winter arrived) the nature of the war was changing, the German defence was better 

prepared and as the Allies got closer to the German ‘Motherland’ the defence became more 

determined. 

 

The nature of the Battalion was also changing, casualties were still being suffered and reinforcements 

received; the ‘old hands’ were fewer the friendships made over 4 years of training were broken and 

new ones, whilst ‘forged in battle’ would never be quite the same. 

 

All of these things could have an adverse effect on morale and efficiency but such had been the 

preparation, command and support resilience, ‘esprit de corps’ at all levels, the belief in what they 

were doing and the reception of the liberated population, that morale and efficiency remained high 

and whilst victory now seemed assured it was clearly going to be a long hard and painful journey 

before final victory would be achieved. 

 

WAR DIARY 

 

To help set the scene extracts from 159 Brigade War Diary: 
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The Battalion War Diary 
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The October ‘Ground’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 


